The Attitudes of Blue Collar Adolescents Towards Employment of Women and Child Rearing Practices by Morgan, Blain Richard
Utah State University 
DigitalCommons@USU 
All Graduate Theses and Dissertations Graduate Studies 
5-1970 
The Attitudes of Blue Collar Adolescents Towards Employment of 
Women and Child Rearing Practices 
Blain Richard Morgan 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/etd 
 Part of the Family, Life Course, and Society Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Morgan, Blain Richard, "The Attitudes of Blue Collar Adolescents Towards Employment of Women and 
Child Rearing Practices" (1970). All Graduate Theses and Dissertations. 2265. 
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/etd/2265 
This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by 
the Graduate Studies at DigitalCommons@USU. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in All Graduate Theses and 
Dissertations by an authorized administrator of 
DigitalCommons@USU. For more information, please 
contact digitalcommons@usu.edu. 

ii 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Sincere appreciation i s expressed to Dr. Don C. Carter for his 
kindness, encouragement, interest and time. It was through his help 
and guidance that this the sis became a reality. I would also like 
to thank the other members of my committee : Claudia Fuhriman, 
Dr. Carroll Lambert, Dr. David Stone , and Loa Thomson for their time, 
help , and for their prompt and hel pful evaluations. 
Next, I would like to thank Mark Staples, the principal of the 
Kearns L. D. S . Seminary, and his teaching staff for allowing me to 
administer the questionnaire to their students . Thanks is also 
extended to the 504 senior and sophomo re students that gave of their 
class time and to answer the questions which supplied the data for 
this study. 
Appreciation goes to my parents for instilli ng in me the desire 
for a college educa t ion and for t heir support and encouragement . 
Finally, to my wife, Kathleen, for her support, understanding, 
and assistance in fulfill ing this assignment, I extend a husband's 
grat itude and love . Without her encouragement and support , this 
assignment would have been very difficult. 
Blain Richard Morgan 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
LIST OF TAB LES 
ABSTRACT . 
INTRODUCTION 
Origin of the Problem 
Purpose 
Hypotheses 
REV IEW OF LITERATURE 
Summary 
PROCEDURE 
Definition of Terms 
Selec t ion of Sample 
Number of S tudents in Samp le 
Admini s t ra tion of the Que stionnaire 
The Questionnaire . 
Additi on s to th e Questionnaire 
ANALYS IS OF DATA 
Part II : 
Part III: 
FINDINGS • 
Employment of Women 
Child Rearing Practices 
Attitude s Toward the Employment of Wom en 
Kearns study--Adams s tud y • 
Employment Status of the Mother 
Kearns study-- Adams study 
Sex of the Adolescent 
Kearns study-- Adams study 
Page 
ii 
v 
vi 
l 
3 
3 
4 
16 
19 
19 
20 
21 
22 
22 
23 
25 
25 
27 
30 
30 
37 
41 
53 
57 
69 
iii 
TABLE OF CONTENTS (Cont inued) 
Tota l Response of Blue Collar Adolescents 
Employment status of the mo ther 
Sex of the adolescent 
Age of the adolescent 
"Blue Collar" Adolescent Attitudes Toward Child 
Kearing Practices 
To tal r.esponses by "blue collar" adolescents 
towards child rearing practices 
"Blue collar" adolescent attitudes to child 
rearing practices a s determined by age--
sophomores vers us seniors 
"Blue collar" ado lescent responses to child 
r e aring practices by sex-- male vers us 
female 
Sesame S t reet 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION , DISCUSSION AND SUGGESTIONS FOR 
FUTURE STUDIES 
Summary 
Conclusion 
Discussion 
Suggestions for Future Studies 
LITERATURE CITED 
APPENDIX 
VITA 
Page 
84 
84 
85 
85 
86 
87 
97 
104 
116 
120 
120 
123 
12 3 
126 
128 
131 
139 
iv 
Table 
l. 
LIST OF TABLES 
Total responses of "blue collar" adolescents toward 
employment of women 
2. x2 difference between "blue collar" adolescents and 
rural adolescents with regards to total responses 
Page 
31 
indica ting attitudes toward the employmen t of women 39 
3 . "Blue collar 11 adol escents whose mothers are employed 
compared to "blue collar" adolescents whose mothers 
are nonemployed with respect to their attitudes 
toward the employment of women 46 
4. "Blue collar" adole scents compared t o rural adole scents 
as t o their attitudes toward the relationship of 
adole scents with working mother s compared to adol es-
cents with nonwork i ng mothers • 55 
5 . Differences in attitudes concerning t he employment of 
women as it re lates to the sex of the adolescent, 
male compared t o fema l es 60 
6. 11 Blue collar" ad olescents compared to rural adole s-
cents as to attitudes toward the working mother when 
viewed a s to the sex of the adolescents 70 
7. "Blue colla r 11 adolescent attitude s toward maternal 
employment by a ge . 7 5 
B. Adolescent attitudes toward materna l employment by age 
and "blue collar"-- rural identity 
9. ''Blue collar'' adoles cent res ponses concerni ng child 
r eari ng practices • 
10 . 
ll. 
"Blue collar" adolescent response s t o child rearing 
practices by a ge-- sophomores vers us seniors • 
"Blue col lar" adolescent response s to child rearing 
practi ces by sex-- male versus female 
12 . "Blue coll ar" adole scent responses to the T . V. 
program, 11 Sesame Street" 
13. Adolescent responses to the T . V. program ''Sesame 
Stree t" 
80 
88 
98 
105 
117 
118 
v 
ABSTRACT 
The Attitudes of "Blue Collar" Adolescents 
Toward Employment of Women and 
Child Rearing Practi ces 
by 
Blain Richard Morgan, Master of Science 
Utah State University , 1971 
Major Professor: Dr. Don C. Car ter 
Department: Family and Child Development 
vi 
Purpose was to collect and s ample the attitudes of "blue collar" 
adole scent s toward the employment of women and child rearing practices. 
Data were from 304 adol escents whose father s fit the requirements of 
being "blue collar." A quest ionnaire was administered that as ked 
for attitudes and reaction s to questions related to the employment of 
a woman through the normal s tages of a family cycle and for atti tudes 
related to child rearing prac tices. 
The attitudes of the "blue co llar" adolescents were then com-
pared to fi ndings recorded in a similar study that dealt with the 
attitudes of rural adol escents toward the employment of women. It 
was hypothe s ized t ha t attitudes toward the employment of women would 
be inf l ue nced by the a ge a nd sex of the adolescents of the ''blue 
collar" family; that the attitudes of the adolescent would be influ-
enced by t he occ upation and employment history of his mother and that 
the a ttitudes of the adolescents from the "blue collar" family would 
be differen t f rom those of adolescents in a rural environment. The 
hypotheses were s upported by the data from thi s study . With 
respect to chi l d rearing practices, the female s have much more 
positive attitudes toward child rearing practices than was true 
of the males. 
(148 pages ) 
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INTRODUCTION 
Social change is evident in many of the institutions of our 
society . One as pect of change i s in the modificati ons in roles of 
women . Women's place in socie t y is in transition, and nowhere i s 
this more evi dent than i n thei r functioning a s employed persons. 
The working mother is here to s tay . There is an increasing percent-
age of worki ng mo thers entering the labor and profe ssional forces 
eac h year , and there is a great deal of conce rn a s to the effects 
and consequences that these work ing mothers create or may crea te for 
their child or c hi ld ren in regards to general child rearing practice s . 
Some researchers say that harm is done to the child if hi s mother 
works . On the other hand, others , who tend to be writing mo re recently, 
say that no ha rmfu l effect s can be found and that the children of the 
working mother are just as normal in emotional, mental, and physica l 
development s as the children of the nonworking mothe r . Some have con-
c luded t hat a child of a working mother is better off in some ways than 
the ch i ld of a nonworking mother . 
Several studi e s have dealt with the outlook of the adolescent from 
a rural backg round B ti cuiupaced with the outlook of the urban adoles-
cent i n regard s t o the way he sees , or visualizes , the emplo}men t of hi s 
mother, or t he employment of working women i n general. In rev iewing 
the literature under this to pic , material can be found deal ing with the 
co ll ege girls' attitudes toward the worki ng mo ther, the viewpoints of 
the middle class adolescent as compared to the upper class adoles-
cent, and research covering the aspects of what husbands think of 
the working mother. Tests and research have looked at the attitudes 
and opinions of girls in comparison with boys, and with grade school 
children in comparison with high school students as to their spec ifi c 
attitudes towards the working Inother. However, little attention has 
been given to the adolescent from the lower class or 11 b lue collar" 
family background, as to his attitudes and opinions toward the employ-
ment of women and the working mother. Additional information is needed 
as to how the adolescent from the "blue collar" family feels about his 
mother working, or women working ou t si de the home in general. It was, 
thE:refore, the purpose of this study to investigate a 11 blue collar" 
group of adolescents to see how they compare to the general findings 
concerning attitudes of other adolescents toward the working mother and 
working women in general. 
In 1966, Ann Leigh Adams of Utah State University submitted a 
thesis entitled, "Adol escent Attitudes Toward the Employment of Women.'' 
Her study concerned the attitudes of 197 senior s tudents and 139 sopho-
more students in a rural Uta h high school toward the employment of 
women . The present investigation is intended to serve as an extension 
of her study in that it will make po ssible a compari son of a ''blue 
co llar'' population with her group of rural adolescents. 
This the s is will be, in part, based on the Adams (1966) research, 
and will use her questionnaire as a means of collecting some of the 
attitudes of the adolescent of the "blue collar" family regarding 
employed mothers and women in gene ral. Thi s study, however , will extend 
her investigation, in that the questionnaire will contain a section 
of que s tions dealing with the attitudes of the "blue collar" adole s-
c ents in the i r percep t ions of vari ous aspects of child rearing . 
The purpose of this study will be to determine the attitudes of 
a "hlue. c: oll~r" segment of the populAtion regarding employment of 
mothers, an aspect of family living which is in the process of change . 
These attitudes of the adolescent from the "blue collar" population 
will be compared with the findings compiled by Ann Leigh Adams, a s 
s he looked at this same problem as perceived by adolescents in a semi-
rura l Uta h community, to determine if differences exist between the 
two groups. 
A second purpose will be to investigate "blue collar" adolescents' 
opinions toward various aspects o f child rearing. 
Hypotheses 
1, Attitudes toward the employment of women will be influenced 
by the age and sex of the adolescents of the "blue collar" family . 
2. Attitudes of the ado lescent will be influenced by the 
occupation and employment history of his mother . 
3, Attitudes of the adolescent from the "blue collar" family 
will be different from those of adolescents in a rural environment . 
REVIEW OF LITERATU RE 
Whitmar sh (1965) s tates: 
Women now constitute one- third of the labor force, 
and the number of employed women has increased s ix-fol d 
si nce 1900 . Labor statistics reveal that t oday' s women 
will work outside the home a predicted average of 27 years 
if she marries and has children, 31 years if s he marri es 
and has no children, and 40 years if she never marries . 
Approximately 60 percent of the 24~ million women in the 
labor force are married, and over half of the se have chil-
dren under 18. ( p. 201) 
Frankel ( 1964) states in hi s article : 
[n the past two decades there has been a dramatic 
increa se in the number of working women, especially 
among married women living with their husband s and 
whose children have reached school age . It is estimated 
that at present, one- third of these married women are 
employed outside the home and it i s expected t hat thi s 
movement of mothers from t he home into the l abor market 
will continue for at least the next decade . (p . 776) 
As the popula ti on increases and the standard of living rises, 
more and more mothers will ente r the worki n g force. The United 
State s Department of Labor forecasts the employment of 33,000,000 
women by 1974, more than dou ble the number working in 1940 (Powe ll, 
1961) . A great number of these future working mothers will step 
forth from the ranks of 'blue collar· ' families. 
Adams ( 1966) conducted her study of Utah adolescents to deter-
mine if attitudes of adolescents wer e in keeping with the tradi-
tiona! \·ie\,' o f a woman's role in terms of empl oyment, or if they 
indicated that adolescents '\'ere maintai ning attitudes which were 
consistent I.Jith the practices common to 1966 a nd wh ich may be 
reasonably predicted for the future. 
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Adams' study examined attitudes toward the employment of wome n 
during six s tage s of the family li fe cycle, those stages being: 
l. After the completion of schooling and before marriage . 
2. After ma rriage and before the arrival of the first child. 
3. Wh en there a re preschool children in the hom e . 
4. When there are school age children in the home. 
5. When there are adolescent children in the home , and 
6. After the children are grown and have left the home. 
Her s tudy also looked at the rea sons that adolescents consider as vali d 
for women seeking employment outside the home. These reasons were as 
f o llows: economic need, personal sa tisfaction or fulfi llment, commu-
nity s ervice and nurturence . The variables that Adam s looked at under 
thi s topic of adolescent attitudes of working mother s were : sex of 
the adolescent, age of the adolescent, employment status of the ado les-
cent's mother and work experience o f the adolescent. 
Adams collected her data from 197 senior students and 139 sopho-
more s tudents. The male s tudent s ou tnumbered the female students . 
Only those studen ts from two-parent families were used as subjects, in 
an attemp t t o control the effects of the mother ' s empl oyment. The data 
was co llected by the use of a que s tionnaire . 
The adole scents in the Adams s tudy were s trongly influenced in 
thei r acceptance o f employment of women by the presence or absenc e o f 
children in the home. The ages of the children in the home al so had a 
great bearing upon their attitudes . They s trongly di sapproved the 
employment of a mother with preschoo l aged children , but their di s-
approval diminished as the age of the children in the home increa se d. 
Only seven percent of her sample approved employment of a woman with 
preschool children , while 93 percent rejected it. Her findings showed 
that 76 percent agreed with the statement dealing with the employment 
of the mother who had adolescent children, wi th only 24 percent still 
voicing rejection . Almost 95 percent of her s ubjects agreed to the 
employment of the woman outside of the home after the children have 
grown and left the home. The subjects of this study were influenced 
by the marital status of the woman, by showi ng approval of employment 
for the sing l e woman more than for the employment of a married woman 
with no children, or grown children who had left home. They supported 
employment for women du ring the childless years with 80 percent approv-
ing the employment of a woman during this time of life. Economic need, 
personal sa tisfaction or fulfillmen t, and community service were the 
three reasons 94 percent of her sample approved the employment of a 
woman. Nurturence , as a reason for working, was least supported by 
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the sample . Females were significantly more favorable t oward employment 
of women than were the males in thi s study. The factor of sex was 
very notable in relation to the employment of a woman when there were 
no children in the home, in that the girls in Adams (1966) study were 
much more supportive of the employment of women after marriage. Ove r 
92 percent of the girls either strongly agreed with or approved of 
employment of women after marriage and before the arrival of any 
children. This compared with 76 percent for the boys . The girls also 
showed a much stronger acceptance of the employment of women because 
of the personal satisfaction or fulfillment reasoning . Twice as many 
girls as boys supported employment for this reason. 
Adolescents with employed mothers were significantly more favor-
ab l e toward the employment of women when there were children in the 
home, than were adolescents whose mothers were not employed. They were 
al so more s trongly s upportive of employment of a woman whose children 
were grown and had left home, Adolescents of employed mothers 
supported the employment for economic reasons and nurturence. 
Most of the sample had some kind of work experience. Only 14 
percent of the total students had no work experience. Adams found no 
significance between adolescents with work experience and the positive 
attitudes toward the working of the woman outside the home. 
Roy (1961) looked at the adolescent in the realm of the working 
mother and the additional housework that would have to be done by the 
adolescent daughter or son compensating to fill the gap left by the 
working mother . He studied the possible reduction of social activities 
as a result of employment. In addition, he looked at the possibility 
that the working mother might also have an influence upon the lowering 
of academic performance or aspirations of the daughter or son . His 
research investigated the eff ects of the working mother upon the amount 
of delinquency, affection, fairness of discipline, and the democracy or 
cooperation in a family . Roy's findings are as follows: 
l , The children of employed mothers seem to do more household 
chores than the children of nonemployed mothers . 
2, The employment of the mother does not seem to have any 
adverse effect on the social activities of the chi l dren. 
3. The employment of the mother does not generally lower 
the academic performance or aspiration of the children . 
The results suggest a residential differential: the 
employment of town mothers lowered the academic per-
formance and aspiration of their children, and the 
employment of rural mothers raised the academic per-
formance and aspiration of their children. 
4. The general fear that delinquency would increase due to 
the employment of the mother was not borne out. 
The results indicated that rural children seemed to 
manifest less delinquency when their mothers were 
not employed. The other scales devised to measure 
affection, fairness of discipline, democracy and 
cooperation did not give consistent predictions in 
any one di rection. (Roy, 1961, p. 340) 
The results suggest that rural families in general , benefited from 
the employment of the mother, in that the girls , and in part, the 
boys, showed less delinquency , more affection, more fairness of 
discipline, more democracy , and more cooperation in their families. 
King, Mcintyre, and Axelson (1968) developed a very interesting 
study of the adolescent's attitudes toward the effects of maternal 
emplo~nent on the husband-wife relationship. Their sample included 
1,055 ninth grade students in a metropolitan area of Florida. Their 
collected data reveals the following pertinent information: 
1. Adolescents whose mothers were employed viewed their 
mothers' employment as less threatening to the marital 
status than adolescents with nonworking mothers. 
2. Chil dren of higher-status parents believed maternal 
employment to be less threatening to the hu sband- wife 
relationship than children of lower-status parents . 
3. The perceived effects of maternal employment on the 
husband-wife relationship were thought to be grea t er 
by the male than the female adolescents. 
4. It was found that the greater the father's partici-
pation in household tasks, the more accepting of the 
mother's employment were the adolescents, and this 
was true for both sexes with the effects being more 
pronounced for females. ( p. 633) 
Mathews (1934) presents some very interesting material in her 
s tudy of "The effects of Mothers' Out-of-Home Employment Upon Chil-
Oren's Ideas and Attitudes." Mathews attempted to determine~ the 
adolescent disapproves of working mothers, looking at such things as 
a cold meal, a scolding , a tired mother, and the busy hustle-bustle 
atmosphere that a working mother may create in the home. Mathews 
found t hat only 40 percent of the worker's chi ldren favored having 
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their mothers go to work . At the same time, 89 percent approved of 
their mother staying at home most of the time . Mathews further states 
that the girls of working mothers were found to possess more affirming 
attitudes than the boys. Statistically speaking , figures show signif-
icant differences between the homes of workers and nonworkers in both 
conditions and attitudes, with a slight accumulation of disadvantage 
to the worker group. The most impressive factor from Mathews' s tudy 
is that the differences between the worker group and the nonworker group 
are small. It i s a fact that the worker ' s child is not embittere d by 
his conditions. 
"When Mother Works," contained in the magazine Practical Home 
Economics , (1961 , p. 27) , states: 
Many people have varied concern about the effect mother' s 
working outside the home has on family life. It is heartening 
t o hear that studies show no conclusive evi dence that a 
mo ther's absence from horne because of her job is a cause of 
anti- social behavior or emotional disturbance in her children. 
Actual l y, emp loyment of mothers often benefits children by 
creating wider opportunitie s for education and the pursuit 
o f a car eer . 
Dr, Leo H. Bartemuir, Medical Director of the Seton 
Psychiatric Institute o f Baltimore, states that, "The 
absence of the mother from the home because of her employ-
ment, is only one factor among many in the child's develop-
ment, which is chiefly modeled by pa rental understanding of 
the child's needs during the first three yea r s of life . " 
Jones, Lundsteen, and Mechael (1967) looked at the possible ef f ec t 
which professional employment of mothers could have upon the achievement 
of their children in school. It was found in the elementary school 
grades, that the mother's work may have a signi ficant infl uence on the 
reading scores of her child. Perhaps even more directly, the motiva-
tional pat terns that accompany mothers who are professionally employed 
may be correlated with the level of reading success of their offspring . 
The researchers hypothe s ized that the children of professional mothers 
would show higher reading achievement scores than the children whose 
mothers followed solely the career of homemaking. 
This hypothesized difference in achievement was 
investigated in terms of the relatively greater need 
of the children of professional mothers to achieve in 
comparison with those children whose mothers were not 
working . The rationale underlying this need was based 
on the formulation by McClelland of the achievement 
mo tive- - especially that part of his theory which shows 
how the mother 's behavior is essential to the child ' s 
development of feelings of independence . 
The comparison of the mean level of reading achieve-
ment of the children of the professional mother s with 
the mean level of reading achievement of the children of 
the housewives gave support to the major research hypoth-
esis. Children of pro fes sionally employed mothers did 
score significantly higher on the average than did chil-
dren of mothers active solely as housewives. (p . 102) 
Nelson (1969) sought to determine if there was a difference in 
school achievement among 312 ninth grade pupils who were categorized 
according to their mother's work history . Nelson ' s findings revealed 
that : 
1. There was no significant difference in school ach ievement 
among the c hildren whose mothers worked full-time, part-
time or not at all . 
2. Boys and girls did not differ in school achievement among 
the three maternal employment groups . ( p. 456) 
Williamson ( 19 70) conducted a s tudy of the effects of maternal 
employment on the scholastic performance of children. She hypothe-
sized that the grade point average of children of employed mothers 
would be lower than children whose mothers did not work, that absen-
teeism would be higher for children with employed mothers, when 
compared to children with nonemployed mothers, and the attitude 
of the working mother and nonworking mother would ha ve no bearing 
on the academic performance of their children. 
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She found that no significant differences were evident with 
respect to grade point average , reading achievement, absenteeism, or 
I . Q. A high correlation was found, however, with respect to the 
mother 's attitude toward her work or nonwork status and the scholastic 
achievement of the child. 
She states: 
It can be concluded that if children see their mo thers 
as happy with their empl oyment pos ition, they will respond 
in a positive manner and meet the scholastic challenge set 
before them. Herein appears to lie the key to the effects 
of maternal employment, not just the fact that a mother is 
employed or nonemployed, but rather, the fact that she is 
happy with that employment or nonemployment position and 
conveys this to her family in a manner that i s perceived 
by the child . (p. 612). 
The attitudes of a mother towards her employment or nonemployment 
is referred to by Yarrow (1962) in yet another way. She stated: 
In contrast, those who remain at home to care for their 
children because of a sense of duty, report undesirable child 
care attitudes and practices, feel inadequate as mothers, 
and have more diffi cul ty with their children than any other 
group. (p . 121) 
In a study designed to look at boys who were intellectually 
gifted, but differed in the fact that not all of their mothers were 
employed, Frankel (1964) s tudied 29 pairs of boys to check their high 
and low academic achievement. The boys were matched on the Pintner 
I. Q. scale. An important finding was that the greater number of 
working mothers employed i n nonprofessional jobs was among the low 
achievers . Frankel's findings show that there is no evidence that 
maternal employment per se contributes either positively or negatively 
to the academic achievement of these boys. On the other hand, the 
working mothers of the hi gh achievers were college graduates in pro-
fessional teaching, which may be responsible for the academic 
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standards and achievements of this group, Also, the longer employ-
ment of these women may have become more acceptable to the children, 
especially since the teaching profession tends to minimize the separa-
tion of the family, 
Stolz (1960) shows, in two studies, evidence to suggest that 
children see mothers principally in terms of traditionally domestic 
activities and child care functions. The children of working mothers 
differ to some extent in terms of traditionally domestic activities 
and child care functions, but not very dramatically in their role of 
understanding. 
Siegel and Hess (1963) studied the working mother and what she 
does for her children while she is at home as compared to what the 
nonworking mother may or may not be doing for her children. They 
state: 
The expectation that working mother's children will 
differ from other children hinges at least in part on 
the assumption that working mothers differ from others 
in their child rearing attitudes and practices. There 
is little evidence on this matter, and the evidence which 
doe s exist does not strongly support this assumption, 
(p. 513) 
These same authors also indicated that studies using paper-and- pencil 
measures of child rearing attitudes and practices have generally 
revealed no difference between working and nonworking mother's 
scores. 
Von Mering (1952 & 1955) concludes that the professionally 
trained working mother has higher expectations for her children, 
places a significantly greater emphasis on discipline, is more 
restrictive regarding household responsibilities, and emphasizes 
more independence than did the profes s ionally trained woman who was 
not cur rent ly employed . Von Mering reported resu lts sugges ting that 
working mothers are less sensitive towa rd their child ren . The se 
studie s tended to fav or t he nonwork ing mother as being more sensitive 
in relation to her c hi ldren . Von Me ring f ound that nonemployed, pro-
fessionally trained mothers gave signifi can tly more analysis of their 
chi ldren' s needs than did either the employed mo thers with profes-
s i onal training , or nonemployed mo thers of liberal arts background s . 
Kligler (1954) found significantly more women worked because of 
interest in t he job than because of financial reasons. There was an 
improvement in the children' s behavior a s a result of their mothers 
being employed. On the other hand, di ssati s fi ed mothers, whether 
working or not , diffe r e d in chi ld rearing practices from those who 
wer e satisfied. 
Banducci (1967) did a s tud y dealing with the effect of mother ' s 
employment as related to l he achievements, aspirations, and expecta-
tions of the child. I n his study of 3,014 high school seniors, it is 
s ugges ted tha t full-t ime employmen t of mothers has lit tle, if any, 
detrimental effects on c hildren in regards to educati onal as pirations, 
expectations, or achievement. There wa s a trend for these chi ld ren 
to have higher educational aspirations and expectati ons than children 
of nonworking mothers. 
Bossard (1954) states t hat the children of employed mother s will 
feel lonely and their s up ervision and training will be neglected. 
Whitmars h ( 1965 , p. 204) counter s Bossard' s s tatement s with a study 
of her own. She claims : 
That the adol escent daugh ters of employed mothers 
have f ewer recognized problems t han the daughters of 
full - time hom emakers . The middle- c la ss adolescen t 
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girls in this study whose mothers were employed seemed 
to be particularly well adju s ted in the area of home 
and family life if an absence of personal problems may 
be used as a c riterion of personal adjustment. Although 
these findings are based on a limited sample , thi s study 
may serve as further evidence that maternal employment 
should no longer be used as a ''scapegoat 11 for adolescent 
adjustment problems . 
In an article entitled ''The Adjustment of Adolescent Children," 
Nye (1963) quotes Bossard as saying that children of employed mothers 
have the following prob lems : 
The mothe r is physically exhausted. The child is 
lonely. The child feels neglected and rationalizes his 
own anti-social behavior. Children exploit lack of 
maternal control. Mother is unable to render detailed 
servi ces to the c hild. Mother neglects supervision 
and training of the c hild. All of these sugges t serious 
adjustment problems for c hildren of employed mothers. 
(p . l33) 
Nye di sagrees with Bossard's sta tement by stating: 
School performance, psychos omatic symptoms, and 
affectional relations hip to the mother appears unre-
lated to employment status of the mother. ( p. 140) 
Looking at occupational expectations of boys, Youmans (1965) 
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ran a s tudy of 6,789 tenth and twelfth graders. He found a very sligh t, 
but a stati stically significant relationship between the working mother 
and the occupational expec tations of the son . The sons of nonworking 
mothers reported slightly higher occupational expectations than sons 
of working mothers. He concludes that working mothers are more real-
i s ti c about achieving high occupational status and tend to transfer 
this expectation to their sons. 
In 1961, Powell conducted a s tudy designed to check maternal 
employment in relation to family life . She found that the children 
who s e mothers were gainfully employed had stronger achievement motives 
t han did the c hildren of full-time homemakers. She found no 
s i gnifi cant relations hip between maternal employment and the mother's 
r e jec tion of the homemaking. She based this using the following two 
nul. hypothese s : 
l . There is no relationship between maternal employment, 
indi c e s and selected personality characteristics of child. 
2. There is no relations hip between maternal employment indices 
and social relationship patterns of the child . 
It does appear that maternal employment does have some kind of 
effect on the child. Such things as quality of care available to 
the c hi ld , the mother's education, and the kind of employment avail-
able to her, the attitude of her husband and her own commitments to 
the various alternatives from which she can choose, al l have bearing 
and e ff ect upon the child (Carter, 1965; Freud and Burlingham , 1955; 
Heini c ke, 1956). If a mother works because she wants to and enjoys 
her work, she will be happy when s he gets home and things will be 
pleasant and normal in her relationship with her children ( Hart ley, 
1963 ; Hoffman, 1960; Hunt, 1963). If a mother works because she has 
to for various reasons , or does not really enjoy her wo rk, the outlook 
of the chil d or adolescent towards the mother coming home from work 
may be entirely different from that of the happily employed mo ther 
(Douvan, 1963). 
Hoffman (1961) s tates: 
The overall pattern of findings s uggests that the 
working mother who likes working is relatively high on 
positive effect towards the child, uses mild discipline, 
and tend s to avoid inconveniencing the child with house-
hold tasks; the chi ld is relatively nonassertive and 
ineffective. The working mother who dislikes working, 
on the other hand, seems less involved with the child 
altogether and obtains the child's help with ta sks; 
the child is assertive and hostile. ( p. 102 ) 
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The literature that has just been cited brings out both the 
positive and the negative factors dealing with the effects that 
employment of the mother has on her chi ldren and, in turn, the 
general attitudes of the children towards the employment of their 
mothers or women in general . The following is a summary of findings 
brought out by the literature : 
l. More boys than girls have the feeling that the mother ' s 
place is in the home. (Adams , 1966 ) 
2. Both girls and boys tend to favor a mother at home with 
small (preschool) children. Concerning the mother with 
adolescent children , both boys and girls approved of 
the mother working outside the home. (Adams , 1966) 
3. If the adolescent boy comes from a home where the 
mother is employed , he favors employment of women. 
If the adolescent boy's mother is not employed ou t-
side the home, he disapproves employment of women 
outside the home. (Adams, 1966) 
4. The employment of a mother does not cause adverse 
effects on the soc ial activities of the adolescent. 
(Roy, 1961) 
5. Delinquency does not increase because the mother 
works. (Roy, 1961 ; Practi cal Home Economics, 1961) 
6. In general, the adolescent from a rural family 
benefited from the employment of hi s mother in 
regards to less delinquency, more affection, and 
more cooperation . (Roy , 1961) 
7. The level of reading i s higher with child r en whose 
mothers work in a professiona l capacity over chil-
dren whose mothers followed so l ely the cact!t!T of 
homemaking. (Jones , Lundsteen , and Mechael , 1967) 
8 . School achievement of the child is not lowered by 
the fact that his mother works . (Nelson, 1969; 
Williams, 1970) 
9. Comparing the gifted child in regards to academic 
achievement, the working mother over the nonworking 
mother , there is no difference. (Frankel, 1964) 
16 
10. Children with working mothers seemed to have higher 
educational a s pirations and expectations than chil-
dren with nonworking mothers . (Frankel , 1964) 
ll. There are fewer recognizable probl ems with the 
adolescent daughters of employed mo thers than the 
daughters of full - time homemakers. (Whi t marsh , 
1965) 
12. There was stronger motivation for achievement among 
children of working mothers as compared to the chil-
dren whose mothers do no t work. (Banducc i, 1967) 
13. Professionally trained working mothers have higher 
expectations for their children than do the nonworking 
professionally trained mothers . (Von Hering, 1952 and 
1955) 
14. Concerning the factor of understanding by the mother 
of her children, no great difference shows up. 
(Stolz, 1960) 
15. The way a mother views her employment and relates either 
positively or negatively to it, ha s a bearing on the 
child. (Hoffman, 1961) 
16. What the working mother does of a quality nature 
with her children when she is home, has a greater 
bearing upon the children in positive effects than 
the quantity of time spent with them. (Carter, 1965) 
17. Concerning hot meals, hustle and bustle, and general 
atmosphere of the home , children favored their mother 
being home. (Mathews, 1934) 
18. Greater emphasis is placed on discipline by the working 
mother. (Von Hering, 1952 and 1955) 
19. Working mothers are less sensi tive toward their children. 
(Von Hering, 1952 and 1955) 
20. When a mother works, the child will feel lonely. 
(Bossard, 1954) 
21. Nonworking mothers have higher occupational goals for 
their children than do the working mothers. (Youmans, 
1965) 
All but the l ast five factors indicate there may be positive effects 
upon the child whose mother is employed outside the home. It seems 
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that the often quoted phrase, "The child went astray because his mother 
worked, 11 may need to be cast aside and a search be made for the real 
cause of the child ' s problem or problems. 
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PROCEDURE 
Definition of Terms 
11 Blue col lar '' worker-- This term refers to a tradesman, both 
skilled and unskilled. It consists of persons employed in the labor 
field or from the working class of people. A "blue collar" worker is 
nonprofessional and is not a member of the "white collar" ranks. He 
belongs to or relates to the broad class of wage earners whose duties 
call for the wearing of work clothes . 
Professionally employed--This t erm in this study refers t o those 
fathers who are engaged in one of the many learned professions which 
require a college education in order for employment. 
"White collar 11 worker- - A person who belongs to or relates to the 
population segment that makes up the portion known as salaried empl oyees, 
whose duties permit the wearing of street clothes and call for well 
groomed a ppearances . Sa l es personnel, office workers, c ivi l servants, 
and merchants are examples of the 11 White collar" worker. 
Professionally employed working mother- -This term defines a 
working mother who is professionally trained for her type of work. 
She works in some type of a professional field that requires a college 
education as part of t he training. A registered nurse, teacher, and 
dietician are all examples of this category. 
Non professionally employed working mother--This term refers to 
someone who is employed in an occupation that requires no special tech-
nical skill, education , or professional background. Waitresses, store 
clerks , grocery checkers , baby sitters are examples of this category . 
Intact families-- This tenn refers to a family consisting of 
both parents, one mother and one father living in the same house. 
Selection of Sampl e 
The sample for this study was drawn from the Kearns Latter-day 
Saints (LDS) Seminary located at Kearns, Utah . The semi nary is 
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adjacent to the Kearns High School , which is one of the largest high 
schoo ls i n Salt Lake County, At the time of the collection of the data, 
the student population of the seminary was approximately 1,150 students . 
The Kearns Seminary has eight full - time teachers teaching religious 
classes for the three upper high school grades of sophomore, junior, 
and senior . The que stionnaire for this study was administered only 
to the sophomore and senior classes . Because this study pa rallels 
the study by Ann Leigh Adams, only these two classes were used to 
insure accurate comparison between both sets of data . Both the Adams 
study and the author's stud y employed this procedure in the collecti on 
of data. 
The Adam ' s s ample came from the requi red World History and American 
Problems classes of a rural school in Northern Utah, The Kearns sample 
was taken from the Old Testament and Church History classes that are 
required by the Kearns Seminary for their sophomore and senior classes. 
When the samp le was co ll ected from the students of the Kearns 
Seminary, the population of the Kearns High Schoo l was approximately 
2 ,500 students, Of this total number, an estimated 75 to 80 percent 
of the studentbody were from LDS backgrounds , This percentage of LDS 
s tudents is thought to be comparable to the percentage of LDS stu-
dents found in the school in which the Adams study was administered. 
The Adams sampl e was a rural one, while the Kearns sample con-
sisted of a "blue collar" population. The Kearns sample had a factor 
of control that was not included in the Adams study : all students 
answering the questionnaire were of LDS backgrounds . 
Number .9i Students i n Sampl e 
The Adams sample consisted of 336 students, 197 were seniors and 
139 were sophomores. The Kearns sample was comprised of 503 total 
stud ents , 228 senior s and 275 sophomores. The Adams sample consisted 
of 189 boys, as compared with 147 girls . The Kearns s t udy consisted 
of 274 girls and 229 boys. The breakdown of boys and girls per class 
were: 140 senior girls and 134 sophomore girl s , as compared to 97 
senior boys and 132 sophomore boys. 
In comparing the figures of the Kearns' total population for the 
sampl e , one will note that there are more sophomores than seniors and 
more girls than boys. The reason for thi s trend is because of the 
general make up of the studentbody and the educational background of 
the general a rea, and the parental philosophy of the students' mothers 
and father s . 
There are more gi rls enrolled at the s~hoo l as compared to boys 
and more sophomores than seniors. The attendance records show that 
there is a high attendance recorded for gir ls over boys and for sopho-
mores over seni ors . By the time a boy or girl reaches the senior 
class , the idea of a working job or slu ffing school becomes the thing 
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to do and school often seems to take a secondary role. The total 
number of students responding to the questionnaire would have been 
much higher and the spread between sophomore and senior classes would 
have been les s if thi s attitude towards dropping out of school was 
less prevalent in thi s area . 
It is interesting to note that of the 503 total students used 
in this study, 44~ or 89 percent, carne from intact families. From 
this number, 50.2 percent of the mothers worked either full-time or 
part-time. Of the total students (503), 304 students carne from "blu e 
collar" backgrounds where the family unit was intact . Of the 304 
students , 152 had mothers that worked either part-time or fu l l-time, 
Thi s was exactly 50 percent of the sample . 
Administration of the Questionnaire 
22 
The questionnaire used for this sample wa s given to every sopho-
more and senior c lass . Seven of the eight teachers in the Kearns Semi -
nary teach either sophomores or seniors , or a combination of sophomore 
and senior c l asses, On the first day tha t the test was given, there 
was a 15 to 20 percent absenteeism with fewer seniors present than 
s ophomores. To try and increase the senior count, each teacher gave 
the que s tionnaire to all students who were absent the examination day, 
but pre sent on the following day. Thus, students who were absent 
two successive days, were not included in the study. 
The Questionnaire 
The questionnaire for this study consisted of three parts : Part 
was for general information; Part II consis t ed of the same statements 
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that Adams used for her data; and , Part III asked for attitudes con-
cerning child rearing practices . Part III was a new addition to the 
Adams questionnaire, and several additions were made to Part I of the 
questionnaire. Adams asked six general questions in Part I, and there 
are nine additional questions to this section in the Kearns study. 
Refer to Appenrlix A, pa ge 132. 
Additions~~ Questionnaire 
In order to check the findings of Jones, Lundsteen, and Mechael 
(19 67) and those of Von Mering (1952 and 1955), the question, "If 
your mother works outside the home, what type of work does your mother 
do?" was asked . The re searchers felt that the factor of whether the 
working mother was employed in a professional job as opposed to a 
nonprofessional job, had a bearing on the general achievement and 
greater expectations of her children. This ques tion supplied the 
basis for determining whether the working mother was profess i onally or 
nonprofessionally employed . If the mother was a registered nurse, a 
teacher, etc . , s he was recorded as professional. If the mother worked 
as a waitress, a store clerk, a nurses' ai de, a teacher's aide, etc ., 
she was recorded as be ing nonprofessional . Whether or not a mother 
worked full or part time and the number of years s he worked was added 
to the questionnaire, It was felt that the duration of years worked 
would have a great impl ication on the atti tud es of a chil d towards hi s 
working mother and her role. 
The questions, 11 \.Jh ere does your father work? " and 11 What type of 
work does your father do a t his place of emp l oyment?" were inserted 
to make it possible to determine if the ado l escent was from a home 
where the father was either a profess ional, 11 white collar, 11 "blue 
collar , ,. or retired background. A sta tement i n regards to the 
adolescent's ordinal posi tion was included to see if this had any 
bearing on the answer. 
Three additional statement s were added to the general inf ormation 
that dealt with the happiness of the family, the parental discipline, 
and the family s ize. 
In addition to the above, an en tirely new section entit l ed 
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11 Child Rear i ng Practi ces" was included as Part III of the questi onnai re. 
This sec tion contained 24 general child rear i ng statements and two 
queStions that dealt with the televis ion program , "Sesame Street . 11 
The area of adolescent work experience and employment s tatu s was 
added because of the possible eff ect it mi ght have on hi s attitudes 
concerning the empl oyment of women. Whether or not th e adolescent 
came from a two parent family may have a possib l e bearing on the 
outcome of the adolescent's attitudes toward the quest ion s of both 
Part II and Part III. 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
Part.!.!_: Employment of Women 
Under this head ing of the questionnaire, the statements were 
devi sed so that data could be collected concerning the attitudes of 
the adolescent toward the employment of women during the six stages 
of the family life cycle and to examine what adolescents might con-
sider as valid reasons for a woman entering employment outside of 
the home. The students were asked either "strongly agree, agree, 
disagree, or to strongly disagree 11 with the s tatements of the 
que stionnaire . 
Adams' ( 1966) questionnaire de a ling with the working mother, 
consisted of 14 statements . The first six statements dealt solely 
with the six stages of the family life cycle . These six stages are 
in order of their appearance within the s tatements : 
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1. After completion of the woman ' s schooling and before marriage. 
2. After marriage and before the arrival of the first child . 
3. The mother with preschool children . 
4 . The mother with school age children . 
5 . The mother with adolescent children. 
6. After the children are grown and have left home . 
These statements were arranged in the normal order of their occurance, 
gi ving the students an indication of the individual statements relative 
to the rest of the family life cycle . See the questionnaire, Appendix 
A, page 132. 
Statements 7 through 14 were designed to examine 4 other 
specific areas of attitudes, Sta tements 7 and ll checked the area of 
economic need, Statements 8 and 12 looked at personal satisfaction 
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or fulfillment of the mother . The third area was community service and 
made up the main thoughts behind statements 9 and 13 , The last area 
of nurturence was determined by the answers to statements 10 and 14 . 
Each of the statements dealing with work during various stage s 
of the family life cycle and the i nd ividual statements dealing with 
employment reasons were scored and recorded individually . The reasons 
for employment were also given a composite score for the two statements 
dealing with the individual reasons, 
An answer of "strongly agree" was given a numerical rating of 
"4," and "agree 11 a "3," "di sagree " a 11 2," and a response marked "strongly 
disagree, 11 was assigned a rating of ,, l. 11 In arriving at a composite 
score for the reasons of employment, the numerical values of the 
responses to each of the two related questions were added by the 
computer and a scoring val ue was assigned from the combined numbers . 
All statistical computations, percentages, total responses , 
chi- square , composite scores, and all i nformation taken from the 
questionnaire was coded in numerical language and tabulated and scored 
by the Central Processor Unit (CPU) compute r at Utah Sta te University . 
All defective questionnaires were di scarded and only those that were 
complete and correctly filled out were used. The information on each 
questionnaire was first recorded on a key punc h scan sheet and then 
transferred to computer card s . Several runs were made through the 
computer with these cards in order to obtain the necessary infor-
mation, totals, tabulation, and percentages. This information was 
then refined and analyzed to provide the statistics that appear in 
thi s thesis. Comparisons with findings by Adams were checked by 
the chi- square method to determine levels of significance. 
Part .!.!1.: Chi!£ Rearing Practices 
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This part of the questionnaire consisted of 21 statements which 
were specifically related to child rearing practices . Three of these 
statements dealt with the most desirable number of children per family 
of the future, and two questions were designed to check the number of 
families with chi l dren between the ages of three and five who watch the 
television program "Sesame Street . " 
The statements in this section were so constructed as to sample 
the attitudes of the adolescents in regards to eleven child rearing 
practices . Statement l dealt with the major benefit of stories 
for preschool children. Statements 2 and 9 sampled the area of a 
child ' s self image . Sta t ements 3 , 17 , and 19 asked for attitudes 
relative to a child's intelligence, either being a product of heredity 
or the kind of experiences a child has had during early life, or both. 
With statements 4 and 7, the adolescent looked at the concept of what 
is a good toy . Statement 5 was included to see how the adolescent 
viewed the subject of t he child and the doctor . The statement stated 
whether children should be t aken t o a doctor periodically for exam-
ination even though there was no evident signs of illness . Statements 
6, 14 , and 18 covered the general areas of discip l ine and spanking . 
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The development of language skills was looked at in statements 18 and 
15 . These statements centered on the area of children being talked to, 
li s tened to, and the importance of having stories read to them . The 
statement of "It's all right for girls to cry , but little boys who are 
hurt should not cry," comprised the main theme for statements 10 and 
20 . The role of the father aw..l lil::; relalionship to child rearing was 
asked for in s tatements 12, 21 , and 23. These statements dealt with 
the parent and his role in regards to reading stories to the child . 
Statement 13 was written to c heck the response to the old saying of 
"children should be seen and not heard . " Attitudes concerning the 
age of learning were explored in statement 16 . The area of birth 
control and the subject of limited families was sampled through state-
ments 9, 22, and 24 . 
Statements l through 24 were all set up on a strongly agree , 
agree, disagree, or strongly disag ree kind of response. They were 
scored on the basis of whether the answer should have been marked 
either on the positive side (strongly agree or agree) or whether it 
should have been ma rked on the negative side (disagree or strongly 
disagree) . The f ollowing s tatements , numbers 2 and 8, are examples 
of the way the statements in this section were scored. Statement 
2 states , "Until a child is five years old , he is too young to be 
influenced or hurt by such things as scolding , shaming, not being 
liked, or neglected . " A positive answer, in regards to child rearing 
practices, should have been recorded in either the disagree or strongly 
disagree blanks. The scoring of a 11 4" was recorded if the adolescent 
checked ''strongly disagree,'' ''3'' if he checked ''disagree,'' ''2'' for 
"agree, 11 and "l" for "strongly agree . " 
Not all of the statements should have been marked on the 
negative side . Statement 8 should have been marked in one of the two 
positive answer spaces, giving the positive response to, "Children 
develop language skills by being talked t o and having someone listen 
to them," either "strongly agree" or 11 agree." A 11 4" was recorded for 
the response of "strongly agree," a "3 11 for "agree," a 11 211 for "dis -
agree" and a "1" for the response 11 strongly disagree. 11 The computer 
tabulations were derived according to the response, whether t he s tate-
ments and their responses were either positive or negative. 
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Question 25 was a "yes 11 or "no" response that was included to see 
if the adolescent had a brother or sister in the three, four, or five-
year old age bracket . If the answer to this question was "yes," then 
question 26 was disregarded. Question 26 asked, " If you have a three, 
four, or five- year old child in your family, does he watch Sesame 
Street?" Five spaces were provided for their answers and these were 
arranged in th e following order: never, once a week, twice a week , 
several times a week , and everyday. They were scored on the basis of 
numerical order of 11 111 for 11 never , " 11 211 for "once a week 11 and so on 
with a 11 5" being recorded for the answer of "everyday ." 
The numerical scoring of Part II and Part III was necessary for 
the statistical computations that were used to obtain the results for 
this thesis. 
The s tatements in Par t III of the que stionnaire were included 
for an exploratory check on adolescents' feelings about some aspects 
of child care, Va l idity and reliability have not been established. 
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FINDINGS 
In examination and analysis of the research data, the first area 
to be considered will be that of the subject's total responses to the 
statements dealing with the employment of women. From the total 
sample of 504 students, only 304 students came from intact homes where 
the father was the "blue collar" classification. Only the findings 
dealing with this portion of the total sample will be presented in this 
section. The data relative to the adolescent from an intact home where 
the father is a "blue collar 11 worker will be reported and then compared 
to the findings from the Adams' (1966) study. The data will be examined 
and discussed in view of the hypotheses and variables under comparison . 
Because of the computer analysis, the percentages found in the Kearns 
study may or may not total 100 percent. Some of the percentages 
recorded may be a fraction under 100 percent or may either equal or 
exc eed the 100 percent figure. The reason for this is due to computer 
rounding. 
Attitudes Toward the Employment of Women 
The findings appearing under this topic come f rom Part li of the 
questionnaire and all data relevant to the total responses of the 304 
''blue c ollar'' adolescents , appear in Table 1, page 31. 
With reference to statement l, ''It is all right for a woman 
lo work after completing her education and before marriage , " 97 . 3 
percent of the students either "agreed" or "strongly agreed." 'The 
empha s is of "strongly agreed" was the largest factor of the total 
Table 1, Tota l respons es of "b lue collar" adoles cents toward the employment of women. 
N = 304 : 146 males , 158 female s 
Item Main Idea Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strong l y Di sagr ee 
il % il % il 7. il % 
work after schooling but 197 64 . 8 99 32 . 5 7 2 . 3 l 0, 3 
before marriage 
2 after marriage - no children 97 31.9 145 47.6 36 11.8 26 8 . 5 
3 work with pre-school 6 1.9 29 9.5 132 43 . 4 137 45,0 
4 work with school age 18 5 . 9 98 32.2 115 37,8 73 24. 0 
children 
5 work, children in junior 44 14 . 4 167 54.9 62 20.3 31 10. l 
or senior high 
work , children left home 113 37.1 165 54,2 17 5,5 9 2, 9 
work, when financial 64 21.0 19 3 63.4 38 12 , 5 9 2 . 9 
difficulties exist 
8 work if she wants to 92 30.2 155 50 . 9 53 17 , 4 4 1. 3 
9 if professionally trained, 
work if services are needed 72 23.6 196 64,4 35 11.5 l 0.3 
10 a woman helps family by 16 5.2 107 35.1 134 44 , 0 47 15 . 4 
'tvorking 
ll work, things needed for family34 11. l 188 61.8 67 22 . 0 15 4 . 9 
12 work for personal 
satisfaction 47 15 . 4 195 64.1 58 19 . 0 4 1. 3 
13 when shortage of trained 
people, duty to go to work 25 8 . 2 131 43 . 0 130 42 . 7 18 5. 9 
14 by working , a woman takes 7 2 . 3 94 30 . 9 145 47.6 58 19 . 0 
care of her family 
15>'< 68 22 .3 196 64,4 38 12 . 5 2 0.6 
16'' 95 31.2 172 56.5 36 11.8 1 0. 3 
17'' 47 15 . 4 220 72 . 3 37 12 . 2 0 0 . 0 
18>'< 15 4.9 124 40.7 137 45.0 28 9 .2 
"I terns 15 , 16, 17, and 18 are composite scores . Item 15 - composite score for statements 7 and ll; 
item 16 = composite score for statements 8 and 12 ; item 17 = composi te score for statements 9 and 13; 
and, item 18 = composite score for statements 10 and 14. 
re s ponses with 197 students, or 64 , 8 percent represented in this 
category . The area of "agree" was next in rank, with 99 students or 
32,5 percent marking this area. A total of only 8 students or 2 . 6 
percent marked the area of "disagree" or "strongly disagree. 11 
The employment of a woman after her marriage and before the 
arrival of the first child was the second item that was compared in 
this study. The adolescents agreed with this statement with more 
tabulation being recorded for "strongly agree" and "agree." Instead 
of the highest percentage goi ng to the column of "strongly agree," 
it went to t he column of "agree 11 with 145 students, or 47 . 6 percent. 
A total percent of 79,5 was recorded for the positive pole rr the 
answers with only 20,4 percent being recorded on the negative pole , 
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This 20.4 percent represents , however, an i ncrease in feeling of atti-
tudes of negative factor concerning employment of a woman after marriage . 
To the third statement, that of the mother working with preschool 
children at home, the adolescents recorded 137 responses or 45 . 0 percent 
under the "strong ly disagree" column. This was the highest recorded 
fi gure for this column relative to the 14 statements of Part II of the 
questionnaire. The total for th e "disagree" column was 132 total 
responses or 43.4 percent, With 88 .4 percent going to the negative 
side of the answers, the adolescents strongly disagreed with the mother 
working who has preschool children at home, A total coun t on the positive 
side of the answers showed that 29 students "agreed" and only six stu-
dents "strongly agreed . 11 This represented a combined pe rcentage of 
only 11.4 . 
Statements 4 and 5 deal with the area of a working mother with 
school age children ( s ix to twelve years of age) and with children 
who attend junior or senior high school . It is very interesting to 
note that a s the age of the child increases , the di sapproval of the 
employment for women lessens. The "blue collar" adolescent approves 
of work for a mother who has children in high school . The majority 
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of adolescents , however, are against a mother working when there are 
school age child ren in the home . These fi gures , however, show a 
decrease of 26 . 6 percent when compared to a mother who has preschool 
children at home. A percentage of 61.8, or a total count of 188 
adolescents either 11 strongly agreed" or ''disagreed" with a mother 
working who has c hi ldren of school age at home . The "disagree" columns 
recorded 37 . 8 percent as compared to 24.0 percent in the " s trongly 
di s agreed" column . 0nly 38.1 percent of the adolescents were in 
favor of this statement. 
In regards to statement 5, a marked increase of agreement appea .red. 
A total of 2ll or 69.3 percent of the adolescents "agreed" with this 
statement. Only 30.4 percent or 93 adolescents were in disagreement 
of this s tatement. 
Once chi ldren are grown and have left home , 278 of the adoles-
cents , or 91 . 3 percen t 11 agreed" or 11 strongly agreed" with a mother 
working. A total of 37.1 percent of the adolescents s trong ly agreed 
with this statemen t . On l y 26 students or 8 , 4 percent disagreed wi th 
statement 6. Even here, these adolescents did not fee l as strongly 
about employment for a married woman with no child r en as they did about 
employment for an unmarried woman . However, these subjects were still 
s uppor tive of employment for a woman who se chil dren were grown. 
Wilh regard s to statements 4, 5, and 6, a marked shift from 
disagree to agree c an be seen. This greatly increased in proportion 
to t he inc rea s e in the child's age or the number of children in the 
famil y, 
At this point in the questionnaire , we reach the area of combi -
nation s tatements which contain the same general thought, These 
s tatements will now be discussed as they relate to each other . 
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S ta t.emen ts 7 and 11 deal with the attitudes toward a woman working 
bec ause of economic need. If there were financial difficulties in 
the family , 257 adolescents or 84.4 percent "agreed" or "strongly 
agreed" that a mother should work. Only 47 adolescents or 15,4 per-
c ent 11 disagreed 11 or "strongly disagreed" with this statement. To the 
statement regarding a woman working so that her family cou ld have the 
things that they need, only 222 adolescents or 72,9 percent "agreed" 
or '' s trongly agreed'' with this. Thi s is a decrease of 11.5 percent 
wh e n c ompared to a woman working when financial difficulty existed 
in Lhe home. Those opposed to s tatement ll totaled 26,9 percent or 
82 respons es of the total sample. 
It would have been very interesting , regarding the se statements, 
to s ee how the introduction of the factor of children at home when 
there wa s a financial difficulty or need would have altered the state-
ment. This was not included in the Adams study, however, so it was 
not inc luded in the Kearns study. Had this been done, this factor 
may have altered the positive nature of these f i ndings . 
The next two related statements, 8 and 12, sampled the attitudes 
of the adole scents on the subject of a woman working for personal 
sati s fa c tion. For personal satisfaction , the adolescents felt that 
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It was all right for a woman to work. Here again, the statements 
contained nothing relative to the fact of children being in the home. 
To statements 8 , 247 adolescents of 81.1 percent "agreed" or "strongly 
agreed." Only 18.7 percent "disagreed" or "strongly disagreed" to 
this statement. It was interesting to note that only 1.3 percent or 
4 students from the sample strongly "disagreed" with the statement. 
With statement 12, 242 adolescents or 79.5 percent "agreed." There 
were only 15.4 percent who "strongly agreed" with this statement as 
compared to 30.2 percent who "strongly agreed" with statement 8 . The 
difference in the wo rding of these two s tatements may have caused this. 
Only 62 adolescents or 20.3 percent ''disagreed'' or ''strongly disagreed.'' 
Again, only 1.3 percent or 4 students strong ly disagreed with statement 
12. The ado lescents in this study were as accepting of employment for 
personal reasons as they were for economic need. 
Statements 9 and 13 deal with the area of the working woman and 
community service. There was a surpri sing difference in the way the 
s tudents looked at the se two related sta t ement s . The students were in 
agreement wi th these statements, but fewer students were in agreement 
with statement 13 than they were for statement 9. To statement 9, 
"A woman who has professional training shoul d be able to work when her 
services are needed," 268 students or 88 .0 percent "agreed" or 
" strongly agreed. " Only 36 students or 11.8 percent "di sagreed" or 
"strongly disagreed." 
Statement 13 had the same gene r a l thought, but its wording may 
have been the factor as to why fewer students "agreed" with its pro-
posals. Statement 13 read, "If there is a shor tage of trained people 
in the community , such as nurses and t eachers , a woman who ha s the 
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nee ded training has a responsibility to go to work ." Only 51.2 per-
cent of the s tudents or 156 total count ''agreed'' or ''strongly agreed.'' 
There was 48,6 percent of the students that "disagreed" or "strongly 
di sagreed.'' The factor of a choi ce in the matter , statement 9 , as 
opposed to the factor of duty or res ponsibility to work, may have been 
the reason for t he drastic difference of op inion in these two state-
ments . 
The last area to be considered was that of nurturence. This 
basic idea was contained in questions 10 and 14 . Apparently, these 
adolescen t s did not feel that employmen t is one way that a woman can 
common ly function for t he family. Exactly 59 . 0 percent or 181 students 
rejected the idea of a family being helped in this wa y . On ly 40 , 9 
percent of the students agreed to question 10. Exactly 66,6 percen t 
or 203 s tudents "disagreed" or "strongly disagreed" that being employed 
is one of the ways a woman can 11 take care 11 of her family. 
Only 33.2 percent of the adolescents were will ing to agree in 
any way to que stion 14. Under this heading , the majority of the se 
adolescents seemed to feel that employment would not help the family 
unit. The pattern of rejection in this area is quite a contrast to the 
areas of financ ial dif ficulties, personal satis faction, and community 
service. The area of nurturence represents t he only negativ e rejection 
in these four areas. The reasons for this reject ion may be as Roy (1961) 
pointed out when he reported that children of employed mo thers do more 
hou sehold tasks than c hi ldren of nonemployed mothe r s . Their rejec t ion 
may have also been because of such mothers or the busy hustle-bustle 
atmosphere that a working mother may create as previously stated by 
Mathews (1934), Mathews found that because of these reaons , only 
40 percent of working mothers' ch i ldren favored a mother working 
outside of the home, 
It might be noted at this time that of the total samp le of 304 
"blue collar" adolescen ts from intact homes, 78 .2 percent or 238 of 
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the students "agreed 11 or "strongly agreed'' t o the s tatement found in 
Pa r t I of the questionnaire, 11 Compared to other families I know, I 
think my family is happier than most o ther families. " A scan t 21.6 
pe rc ent or only 66 s tud ents "di sag reed" or "strongly di sagreed" with 
this statement. To the statement, "The kind of discipline my parents 
use in our home is about the way I would like it to be ," 221 s tud ents 
or 72.6 percent "ag reed " or "s trongly agreed." Over one- third o f this 
percentage or 25.6 percent was recorded in th e "strongly agree 11 column . 
On ly 27 . 2 percent of the students ''disagreed'' to this statement . Ou t 
of this, only 18 students "strongly di sagreed. " There is no way of 
knowing whether the adole scent's attitudes toward family ha pp iness 
and di scipline has anything to do with the working of hi s mot he r 
because no specific questions of thi s nature were included in the 
questionnaire. I t would be interes t ing to see if this may have been 
one of the reasons the "blue co l la r" adolescents marked the two que s -
tions deali ng with nurturence the wa y t hey did, 
Kearns study-- Adams study 
Out of the 14 statements asked on the questionnaire , the adole s-
cent s in t he Kearns s tudy ma rke d ten s tatements in a po si t i v e way and 
four statemen ts in a negative way . This was exac tly the same way that 
the rural adolescents responded. Even though basic directional agreements 
appeared between the two studies , significant differences were found 
between the attitudes of the "blue collar" adolescents and the atti-
tude s of the rural adolescents. These di ff erence s appear in Table 2, 
page 39. 
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It should be noted at this time, in regards to Table 2 and all 
subsequent tables in this study, with respect to chi - square calculations, 
any positive or negative column that contained under five responses 
was added to its related column to enable calculations to be made. 
From Table 2 , it can be seen that the "blue collar" adolescents 
have a tendency of being somewhat more conservative when compared 
to the rural a dolescents. They tend to be a little mo r e negative 
towards each statement . With respect to the 14 statements and the 4 
composite scores, the "blue collar" adol escents averaged 6 . 96 percent 
below the scores posted by the rural adolescents. 
The chi- square differences appearing in Table 2 are a direct 
result of this marked difference in overall scores a s recorded between 
the two groups. 
Out of t he 14 statements and 4 composite scores being tested, a 
s ignifi cant difference ap pears between the "b l ue collar" group and 
the rural group to 8 statements . Even though this is not a majori ty 
of t he statements, it does indicate that there are some real dif-
ferences bet\o.~een rural adolescent s and "blue collar" adolescents with 
respect toward the working mother. 
The "bl ue collar" adolescents were not as positive toward all 
statements as a whole as were the rural adolescents. The directional 
position of each s tatement with respect to being either posit ive or 
negative was identical in both studies except in the composite score 
Table 2. x2 difference between "blue collar" adolescents and rural adolescents with regards to total 
responses indi ca ting attitudes toward the employment of women. N f o r ''blue col lar'' = 304~ 
N for ''rural'' = 336. 
Adolescent Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Degr ees of x 2 Significance 
Item Group il 7. il 7. il 7. il 7. Freedom Level 
Blue Collar 197 64.8 99 32 . 5 7 2 . 3 1 0 . 3 
Rural 196 58 . 3 137 40 . 7 2 . 6 1 0 . 4 
Blue Collar 97 31.9 145 47 . 6 36 11.8 26 8 . 5 3 9 .12 Beyond .OS 
Rural 87 25 . 9 193 57 . 4 41 11 . 2 15 4 . 5 
Blue Collar 6 1.9 29 9.5 132 43.4 137 45 .0 
Ru ra l 2 . 6 23 6 . 8 158 47 . 0 153 45.0 
4 Blue Collar 18 5. 9 98 32.2 llS 37 . 8 73 24.0 
Rural 16 4 . 8 100 29 . 8 159 47 . 3 61 18 . 1 
Blue Collar 44 14 . 4 167 54 . 9 62 20.3 31 10.1 3 8 . 31 Beyond . OS Rural 35 10 . 4 220 65 . 5 59 17 .6 22 6 . 5 
6 Blue Co llar 113 37.1 165 54.2 17 5.5 9 2 . 9 2 6 . 63 Beyond . OS 
Ru r al 102 30 .4 215 64 . 0 17 5 . 1 2 • 5 
Blue Collar 64 21.0 19 3 63 . 4 38 12 . 5 9 2.9 
Rural 83 24 . 7 223 66.4 23 6 . 8 7 2 . 1 
8 Blue Collar 92 30.2 155 50.9 53 17.4 4 1.3 3 7 . 95 Beyond .O S 
Rural 94 28 . 0 203 60 . 4 33 9 . 8 6 1.8 
w 
~ 
Table 2, Continued 
Adolescent Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Degrees of x2 Signifi c an c e 
I tern Group II % II '7, II % II '7. Freedom Level 
9 Blue Collar 72 23.6 196 64.4 35 11.5 l 0.3 
Rural 96 28.6 214 63.7 22 6.5 4 1.2 
10 Blue Collar 16 5.2 107 35.1 134 44.0 47 15.4 
Rural 20 6.0 131 39 . 0 143 42.5 42 12.0 
11 Blue Collar 34 11.1 188 61.8 67 22.0 15 4.9 
Rural 48 14.3 225 67.0 54 16.0 9 2. 7 
12 Blue Collar 47 15.4 195 64.1 58 19.0 4 1.3 2 11.99 Beyond .01 
Rural 66 19.6 225 67.0 40 11.9 5 1.5 
13 Blue Collar 25 8 .2 131 43.0 130 42.7 18 5.9 3 10.27 Beyond . 02 
Rural 42 12.5 169 50 . 3 114 33 . 9 ll 3.3 
14 Blue Collar 7 2.3 94 30 . 9 145 47 .6 58 19 . 0 
Rural 19 5 . 7 ll4 33.9 141 42.0 62 18.4 
151< Blue Collar 68 22.3 196 64.4 38 12.5 2 0.6 
Rural 92 27.4 217 64 . 6 26 7. 7 1 0 . 3 
16<< Blue Collar 95 31.2 172 56 . 5 36 11 . 8 1 0.3 2 7 . 74 Beyond . 05 
Rural 109 32 . 4 207 61.6 19 5.7 1 0 . 3 
17''' Blue Co llar 47 15.4 220 72.3 37 12 . 1 0 0 . 0 2 15 . 33 Beyond .001 
Rural 86 25 . 6 230 68 . 4 19 5. 6 1 0 . 3 
18>'< Blue Collar 15 4 . 9 124 40 . 7 137 45 .o 28 9 . 2 
Rural 22 6 . 5 150 44.6 135 40 .2 29 8 . 7 
;, I terns 15, 16, 17, and 18 are composite scores . Item 15 composite score for s tatements 7 and ll; 
item 16 = composite score for statements 8 and 12; item 17 = composite score for statements 9 and 
13; and , item 18 = composite score for statements 10 and 14 . .c-0 
of statements 10 and 14 . The rural sample marked thi s i n a positive 
way , while the composite score of the 11 b lue collar 11 adolescent 
responded in a negative way . 
The findings of this section tend to support hypothesi s number 
3 in that the attitudes of the adolescent from the "blue collar" 
env ironment are different from those of adolescents in a rura l se t-
ting . The attitudes of both rural and "blue col lar" s tudents are 
directionally the same, but tend in all cases, except one, to be 
more negative towards the working mother on the part of the "blue 
co l l ar" adolescents. 
Employment Status .£i the Mother 
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This s ec tion will deal with the attitudes of adolescents toward 
the employment of women with respect to general statements f ound in 
Part I of the questionnaire. From the total sample of 304 adoles-
cents , whose backgrounds are tha t of "blue collar," intact home; a 
total of 152 adolescents had mothers that were not employed outside of 
t he home . 
Of the 152 working mothers, 107 were employed full-time and 45 
we re employed part-time . This represents 70 . 3 percent of the mother s 
be ing employed full-t ime and 29 . 6 pe rcent engaged in part-time employ-
ment outside the home . 
It was interesting to note that of the 152 mothers that worked 
either full or part-time, on ly 4.5 percent, or a total of only 7 
mo the rs were professionally employed . A tota l of 145 mo thers or 95. 3 
pe rcen t were employed i n some type of nonprofe ss ional j ob. Because 
of such a s hortage of profes sional working mo thers in the sample, no 
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stati s tical computations were computed to check the finding s of Jones, 
Lundsteen, and Mechael (1967), or of those of Von Mering ( 1952 and 
1955). Obvi ously, professionally employed mothers are very infre-
quently found in blue collar families, as would be expected . 
More of the adolescents whose mothers were n o t employed worked 
either full or part- time during the summer than did the adolescents 
whose mothers were employed . A total of 102 students or 67.0 percent 
of the adolescents who were from a home where the mother was not 
employed, had worked full or part- time during the summer months. Com-
parint this to the adolescents whose mothers were employed, only 93 
s tudents or 61.1 percent had worked during the summer . When asked 
how many did not work during the summer , 59 studen ts or 38.8 percent 
whose mothers were employed, checked the answer 11 no . 11 
From the adolescents with employed mothers, a total of 68 stu-
dents or 44.7 percent were currently holding down a full or part- time 
job. From the sample of students whose mothers were not employed, only 
63 s tudents or 41 . 4 percent were currently employed . These figures 
represent an interesting change . During the summer , more of the stu-
dents from a home where the mother is not employed, work ful l or part-
time than do the adolescents whose mothers are employed. During the 
school year there is a direct reversal of this . More adolescents work 
full or part- time who have working mothers than do t hose whose mothers 
are not employed. The percentage in difference to these two situa-
tions i s only slight, but a marked change does appear . 
Dealing with the order of family rank by children, in comparison 
to the s tudents whose mothers worked, 37 students or 24 . 3 percent 
checked that they were the oldest child in their family . Only 9 
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students or 5.9 percent constitu ted the group category of the youngest 
child. The greatest number were classified as "in between,r• with a 
total of 106 students or 69,7 percent checking this category. Compar-
ing this to the students of nonworking mothers, a total of 49 students 
or 32.2 percent were the oldest child, 20 students or 13.1 percent 
were the youngest and only 83 students or 54.6 percent were in between . 
The general order for both groups was exactly the same with more stu-
dents checking "in between." This was followed by oldest child and 
then youngest child, 
Adolescents of employed and nonemployed mothers were supportive 
of each other in one area of Part I of the questionnaire. When asked 
if they thought their family was happier than most families, both 
groups checked either the "agree" or "strongly agree" columns. The 
adolescents with employed mothers recorded 76 .9 percent responses in 
the positive co lumn s and only 35 students out of the total 152 or 23.0 
percent "disagreed" or "strong ly disagreed 11 to the s tatement. From 
the adolescents of nonemployed mothers, almost the exact same findings 
occurred. Their response s were recorded in the following way: 79 . 5 
percent "agreed" or 11 strongly agreed" that their family is happier than 
most and only 20.3 percent 11 disagreed" or "strongly disagreed." A 
difference of only 2.6 percent is represented between the two groups 
in the two positive columns and is in favor of the adolescent whose 
mother is not employed. From these findings, it would appear that the 
adolescent from a home where the mother is not employed is only slightly 
happier with his family than is the adolescent from a home where the 
mother works. One noted thing does appear, however, and that is that 
the adolescent from a "blue collar" background generally regards his 
family as being a very happy one when compared to other families that 
he knows . 
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When compared on the subject of parental discipline , both groups 
viewed this matter almost exactly the same . The adolescents whose 
mothers were employed recorded a total of 113 responses or 74.2 per-
cent of the total as being in agreement that the parental discipline 
was all right in their home. It was interesting to note that 26.9 per-
cent of these responses were placed in the "strongly agree" column. 
Only 39 students or 25.5 percent of the total sample "disagreed" with 
the statement. A total of 71.0 percent or 108 students whose mothers 
are no t employed "agreed" with the statement. In this group, more 
disagreed when 44 adolescents checked either "disagree" or 11 strongly 
disagree." Even though no level of significance appears between the 
two groups , it does represent 3.2 percent more of the adolescents 
with working mothers agreeing to the s tatement over the other group. 
These findings tend to di sagree with those reported by Burchinal and 
Lowell (1959) . They stated that the home in which t he mother works 
tends to prefer slightly stricter disciplinary methods than the home 
where the mother does not work . However, accord ing to this study, 
the adolescents with working mothers did not seem to feel that they were 
being disciplined in a strict manner . Almost 75 percent of the general 
population of "blue collar" adolescents are very happy with the type 
of discipline that they receive in their homes . When the matters of 
family happiness and discipline were compared to the original sample 
of 504 s tudents, before any deletions were made , the exac t same trends 
and findings appeared. The majority of adolescents in this study 
s eem to have pos itive feelings towards their general home situations . 
Some very interesting findings appeared for the data under 
Part II of the questionnaire. It was interesting to note the 
simi la rity in answers between the adolescents with nonworking mothers 
and those of the adole~cenls whose mothers worked. Out of 14 state-
ments under Part II , 10 of them were marked very similar to each 
other in t hei r positive or negative aspects as well as to the total 
count for agree or disagree . Four of the statements showed marked 
contras ts, reversa l s , or diff erences in total numbers per blank and 
a significant difference was calculated between 8 of the 4 t otal 
s tatements and 4 composite scores . All the data relevant to Part I I 
of the questionnaire appears in Table 3 , page 46 . 
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Dealing with the subjec t of work after comp l etion of a woman' s 
educa tion and before marriage, both sets of adolescents unanimously 
agreed with this s tatement . A total of 147 students with working 
mothers ''agreed" or 11 Strongly agreed" with this statement. Out of thi s 
total , 97 "strongly agree." Only 5 students disagreed out of the 
entire 152. These fi gures are almost identical to the responses 
rec orded by the adolescents whose mothers do not work. Out of t he 
152 stud ents in this bracket, 149 "agreed " or "strongly agreed." Only 
two s tudents '' d isagreed" and one student "strongly disagreed. 11 This 
general pattern of similar re sponses, both of a positive or a negative 
s ide, held true on 10 of the 14 s tatements . 
Both groups of ado lescents agreed that a woman co uld work after 
marriage and before the arrival of the first child . A difference of 
only four responses appeared when the totals of agree and strongly 
Table 3. ''Blue c ollar" adolescents whose mothers are employed c ompared to 11 b l ue c ollar 11 a dolescents 
whose mothers are nonemployed with respect to their attitudes toward t he employment of 
women . N ; 304 152 employed 152 nonemployed 
Working Strongly Strongly Degrees 
Status of Agree Agree Disagree Disagree of 
x2 
Signifi c ance 
Item Mother II % II 7. II 7. II 7. Freedom Level 
Employed 97 63 . 8 50 32.8 5 3 . 2 0 0 . 0 
Nonemployed 100 65 . 7 49 32 . 2 2 1.3 l 0 . 6 
Emp loyed 46 30.2 77 50.6 16 10.5 13 8 . 5 
Nonemp loyed 51 33.5 68 44 . 7 20 13. l 13 8 . 5 
3 Emp loyed 4 2.6 16 10 . 5 69 45.3 63 41.4 
Nonemployed 2 1.3 13 8 . 5 63 41.4 74 48 . 6 
4 Employed ll 7 . 2 56 36.8 56 36 . 8 29 19 . o 
Nonemployed 7 4.6 42 27.6 59 38 . 8 44 28 . 9 
Emp loyed 23 15 . l 102 67 . 1 18 11.8 9 5. 9 3 24 . 28 Exceeds . 001 Nonemployed 21 13.8 65 42 . 7 44 28 . 9 22 14 . 4 
6 Employed 60 39 . 4 83 54 . 6 5 3 . 2 4 2 . 6 
Nonemp l oyed 53 34 . 8 82 53 . 9 12 7.8 5 3 . 2 
Employed 41 26.9 96 63.1 12 7.8 3 1.9 2 ll. 20 Exceeds .01 Nonemp l oyed 23 15 . 1 97 63 . 8 26 17 . 1 6 3 . 9 
8 Emp loyed 52 34 . 2 75 49 . 3 23 15. l 2 1.3 
Nonemp loyed 40 26 . 3 80 52 . 6 30 19. 7 2 1. 3 
9 Emp loyed 40 26.3 93 61.1 18 11.8 l 0 . 6 J> 
"' Nonemployed 32 21.0 103 67 . 7 17 ll.l 0 o.o 
Table 3 . Continued 
Working Strongly Strongly Degrees 
Status of Agree Agree Disagree Disagree of 
x2 
Significance 
Item Mother II 7. II '7. II 7. II 7. Freedom Level 
10 Employed ll 7 . 2 68 44.7 56 36 . 8 17 ll.l 3 17.30 Exceeds . 001 Nonemp l oyed 5 3 . 2 39 25.6 78 51.3 30 19.7 
ll Employed 24 15 . 7 96 63.1 27 l7. 7 5 3.2 3 10 . 02 Exceeds . 02 
Nonempl oyed 
12 Employed 31 20.3 95 62 .5 24 15.7 2 1. 3 2 6 . 50 Exceeds .05 Nonemp loyed 16 10.5 100 65.7 34 22.3 2 1.3 
13 Employed 12 7 . 8 60 39 .4 71 46 . 7 9 5.9 
Nonemp loyed 13 8 . 5 71 46.7 59 38.8 9 5 . 9 
14 Employed 5 3. 2 58 38 . l 60 39 . 4 29 19 . 0 9 . 24 Exceeds • 01 Nonemployed 2 1. 3 36 23 . 6 85 55 . 9 29 19.0 1 
15<c Employed 47 30.9 90 59.2 15 9 . 8 0 o.o 2 13.74 Exceeds .001 Nonemployed 21 13 . 8 106 69.7 23 15 . 1 2 1.3 
16>< Employed 55 36 . 1 81 53 .2 15 9 . 8 1 0 . 6 
Nonemp loyed 40 26.3 91 59.8 21 13.8 0 o.o 
17 >'c Emp l oyed 23 15.1 108 71.0 21 13 . 8 0 0 . 0 
Nonemployed 24 15 . 7 ll2 7 3 . 6 16 10 . 5 0 o.o 
l8>'c Employed 11 7. 2 75 49.3 54 35 . 5 12 7 . 8 
Nonemp loyed 4 2.6 49 32 .2 83 54.6 16 10.5 3 15.38 Exceeds .01 
~·, Indicates the composite score . 
" 
"' 
agree were compared between the two groups . The same held true when 
the totals for the disagree and strongly disagree columns were com-
pared. 
With regards to a mother working with preschool children in the 
home, both groups of adolescents disagreed with this proposal. The 
adolescents whose mothers did not work were more against this state-
ment than were the adolescents whose mothers did work. A total of 74 
adolescents with nonemployed mothers checked the "s trong ly disagree" 
column as compared to 63 for the adolescents whose mothers work . 
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When both the 11 disagree 11 and "strongly disagree" columns are combined, 
a difference of only five responses appears between nonworking mothers 
and working mothers. The five extra responses were recorded by the 
adolescents whose mothers do not work. This represents a difference 
of only 3 .3 percent. 
In relation to a mother working with school age children in the 
home, both groups disagreed that this was the best thing to do. The 
adolescent whose mother was not employed was somewhat more in dis-
agreement, however, than was t he adolescent with a working mother . 
A total of 103 students or 67.7 percent of the students with non-
emp loyed mothers disagreed with this statement. These figures compare 
with only 86 students or 55 . 8 percent disagreeing who se mothers were 
empl oyed . Using the chi- square comparison of signifi cance, this does 
not represent a signi fican t difference , but it does represent a very 
interesting trend . 
Statement 5 was a significant one in that it represented a marked 
difference from t he general trend of the two groups . A tota l of 125 
students with working mothers or 82.2 percent agreed that it is 
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all right fur a woman to work who has children in junior or senior 
high. Only 56.5 percent or 86 students whose mothers are not employed 
agreed to the statement . This represents a significant difference 
between these two groups . This difference is significan t at the 
.001 l eve l. 
Nonsignificant differences were observed in the attiludes of 
adolescents whose mothers were employed in contrast to those whose 
mothers were not employed in relation to employment of the mother when 
the children are grown. Both group s agreed with this statement and 
a difference of only 5.3 percent was found. This was recorded by the 
students with the working mothers . The 5.3 percent represents only 
eight more students from this group agreeing with the sta tement as 
compared to the adolescents whose mothers d i.d not work. 
With regards to statement 7, a mother worki ng if financial 
difficulties exist in the home, both groups again agreed with the 
statement. Most of the responses were recorded in the 11 agree 11 column 
by both groups and a difference of only .7 percent was recorded in 
this area. The s tudents with working mo thers recorded 137 responses 
or 90.0 percent as agreeing with the statement as compared to 120 
s tudent s or 78 . 9 percent res ponses being recorded for the statement 
by the adolescents where the mother did not work. Under the chi-
s quare analysis , these differences are significant at the . 0 1 level. 
The exact s ame trend appears with statement ll which is the 
counterpart to statement 7 . The adolescents whose mothers are 
employed are ll.8 percent more in agreement that a woman should work 
so that her family can have needed th ings , than are the adolescents 
whose mothers are not employed . Aga in, significant differences appear 
between the attitudes of the adolescents . The general trend a ppears 
that the attitudes of the studen ts wi th employed mothers are more in 
favor of employment of women than the adolescent s whose mothers are 
not employed. The difference is significant a t the . 02 level. 
No s i gnifican t difference appears between the response to 
statement 8 , but a significant difference does appear in relation t o 
sta tement 12 . They both deal with the woman working for personal 
reasons or because she wants to. The t o tal responses and percentages 
are very close together with both groups agreeing to the statements . 
To question 8 , 127 studen t s who se mothers were employed or 83 . 5 
percent, agreed with the statement. A total of 120 s tudents whose 
mo thers were nonemployed or 78 . 9 pe rcent a gr eed with the statement . 
This re present s a di fference of only 4.6 percent . To s tatement 12, 
the stronge r agreemen t is still in favor of the adolescents with 
working mothers , but this is only marked by a sma ll increase over 
the other group. A difference of 6.6 percent appear s in connection 
with this statement. A sign ificant di fference appears between the 
adolescents' degree of agr eement with respect t o th is item, and the 
difference exceeds the .05 level . 
Analysis of the data dealing with s ta temen~ 9 and 13 reveal 
some very interesting facts . These two s tatements center on the 
topic of a woman being professionally trained and having he r training 
need ed in some as pect of the community . Both of the groups under 
compa rison agreed with this sta t ement and using tota l responses 
i n both t he "agreett and 11 strong ly agre e " columns, a difference of 
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only two responses separated t he two groups . A tota l of 133 students 
whose mothers work, or 8 7 . 4 percent, agreed to the statement of item 9 . 
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With the students whose mothers do not work, 135 of them or 88 . 7 
perc ent agreed to the same statement. Significance is lacking between 
the Lwo grou ps because of the almost total agreement between them to 
the s tatement in item 9. 
With respect to statement 13, a marked reversal appears. The 
attitudes of the adolescents with working mothers are quite negative 
to this statement, while the attitudes of the adolescents whose mothers 
do not work are very positive to the statement. The adolescents with 
working mothers recorded 80 responses or 52.6 percent in the "disagree" 
or 11 strongly disagree" columns . Even though the total majority of 
responses for the adolescents with nonemployed mothers was almost 
exactly the same, they recorded 84 responses or 55.2 percent in the 
''agree'' or ''strongly agree'' column. The reversal of the direction of 
the answers is a marked one relative to the attitudes of the two g-roups; 
on the chi-square tables, it is only signif icant at the . 70 plu s level. 
Therefore, a marked reversal appears, but it is not a real significant 
difference. It is very interesting that the attitudes of the adoles-
cents whose mothers work were very positive for statement 9, but 
were negative towards statement 13. The difference in phrasing 
between the two s tatement s may have been the cause of this. Statement 
9 uses t he factor of the mother making the choice , whe r e statement 13 
state s that it is the mother 's responsibility to go to work. 
Dealing with the topic of nurturence that is found in items lO 
and 14, another marked difference between the two groups and with 
one grou p appears. From the adolescents whose mo t hers work , 79 of 
them or 51.9 percent "agreed 11 or "strongly agreed" to statement 10. 
A little over half of them seem to feel that one of the ways a woman 
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help s the family is to work outside the home. Of the adolescents 
whose mo t he rs are not employed, 108 of them or 61.0 percent, "dis-
agreed" or "s trongly di sagreed" with the s tatement. They seemed to 
f eel that a mother really did not help her family by working outs i de 
of the home, This marked reversal and difference was very significant 
at a level greater than the .00 1 mark. 
To statement 14, the adolescents with nonemployed mothers were 
stil l i n di sagreement with the basic idea of nurturance . A total of 
114 students or 74,9 percent di sagr eed with the statement , The atti-
tudes of the adolescents with working mothers were reversed in that 
they basically disagreed with thi s statement . They agreed to item 10, 
but recorded 89 responses or 58 . 4 percent in the "disagree" or "strongly 
disagree" columns of item 14. Both groups di sagreed with statement 
14, but the attitudes of the adol escents whose mothers are not 
empl oyed seem to be more negative toward this statemen t . This differ-
ence is significant beyond the , 01 level. 
From the above findings, it will be no ted that in the majority 
of cases , dea li ng with all of the s tatements, there are significant 
differences in the attitudes concerning employment of women, by the 
adole scents, according to the employment s t atus of their mothers. 
The data further suggests that adolescents with working mothers are 
more support ive of employment of a woman during the various stages 
of the fami ly l ife cycle than are the adolescents whose mothers are 
no t currently employed, Therefore, the hyp othesis, that the adoles-
cents will be influenced by the occupation and employment history of 
their parents , i s correc t and was borne out in the statis tical findi ngs . 
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Kearns study-- Adams study 
In comparing the findings of the Kearns study with those of the 
Adams study, relative to the 14 statements of Part II of the question-
naire, a problem of difference in computation and analysis is found. 
Pertaining to items 1 through 6, an accurate comparison can be made, 
but with i terns 7 through ll1 (the area of a series of two related 
sta tements), a problem arises . Adams combined the same statement 
series as were combined in the Kearns study; but when she presented 
her data in her tables, she only listed a composite score for the 
two statements at hand. No findings per single statement are given 
in this number series . 
It was found that when comparing adolescents with working mothers 
against adolescents whose mothers were nonemployed, some times their 
responses were the exact opposite of each other . One group would be 
strong ly in agreement with the statement, while the other group would 
be strongly in disagreement with the sta tement. When a compos ite 
score was run on these combined topic statements , the statistical 
findings were no longer of a reversal nature, but were either positive 
or negative, not positive and nega ti ve . 
In order to accurately compare the findings of this study with 
those of the Adams study , only the first six statements can be used. 
A general summation of the composite scores will be given, and differ-
ences by individual statement s will be listed . 
The Adams study repor t ed that the adolescen ts who had employed 
mothers were much more supportive of e.mployment during the stages 
of the family life cycle. The same trend was observed in the "bl ue 
collar" adolescents. Comparing the Adams study with the Kearns 
s tudy in relation to the employed mother against the nonemployed 
mother, single s tatements against single statements, and cooposite 
scores against composite scores, it can be seen from Tab le 4, page 
55 , that the exact same trends appear . When the rural adolescents 
agreed to a certain statement, so did the "blue collar" adolescents . 
1
.-lhen t he rural adolescents disagreed to a statement, so did the "blue 
collar 11 adolescents . Dealing with the composite score of statements 
10 and 14, the rural adolescents with nonworking mothers , disagreed 
with the statements and a reversal in attitudes appeared. The 
exact reversal to the same statements can be seen from the date of 
the "blue collar" adolescents. Therefore, on the whole, the adoles-
cents from the rural area,when compared to the adolescents in an 
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urban "blue collar" area, think about the same when it comes to 
general attitudes on the subject of the working mother . Significant 
differences appear in only three instances between the two studiesw 
Differences '.vere found only between the "blue collar" adolescents with 
nonemployed working mothers and the rural adolescents wi th nonemployed 
working mothers. No significant difference appears between the adoles-
cents whos e mo thers are employed with respect to the first six state-
ments. Differences were found between the "blue collar" ado lescents 
and the rural adolescents with nonemployed mothers as to statements 
l , 5, and 6 . It is noted here, that these differences do not occur 
bec au se of a directional agreement versus a disagreement, but occur 
only with re spect to the degree of agreement or disagreement. 
Table 4. ''Blue collar'' adolescents compared to rural adolescents as to their attitudes toward the 
relationship of adolescents with working mothers compared to adolescents with nonworking 
mothers. ~'dd~ N for "blue collar" = 304, N for rural = 336 
Working Strongly Strongly Degrees 
B'"'' Status of Agree Agree Disagree Disagree of 
x2 
Significance 
I tem R,'(~'( Mother::> II fo II % II fo II fo Freedom Level 
B Employed 97 63 . 8 50 32 . 8 5 3.2 0 0 .0 
R Employed 78 63 . 9 42 34,4 2 1.6 0 o.o 
B Nonemployed 108 65,7 49 32 .2 2 1.3 l 0 . 6 
R Nonemployed 118 55.1 95 44.4 0 o.o 0 o.o l 5,04 Exceeds ,05 
B Employed 46 30 . 2 77 50,6 16 10.5 13 8 . 5 
R Employed 35 28 . 7 72 59 . 0 ll 9 . 0 4 3 . 3 
B Nonemployed 51 33 . 5 68 44.7 20 13.1 13 8 . 5 
R Nonemployed 52 24 . 3 121 56,5 30 14 . 0 ll 5. 1 
3 B Employed 4 2. 6 16 10.5 69 54.3 63 41.4 
R Employed 2 1.6 13 lO. 7 60 49 . 2 47 38.5 
B Nonemployed 2 1.3 13 8 , 5 63 41.4 74 48.6 
R Nonemployed 0 o.o 10 4.7 98 45.8 106 49.5 
4 B Employed ll 7 . 2 56 36 . 8 56 36 . 8 29 19,0 
R Employed 8 6.6 44 36 . l 50 41.0 20 16 . 4 
B Nonemployed 7 4 . 6 42 27 . 6 59 38 . 8 44 28.9 
R Nonemployed 8 3 . 7 56 26.2 109 50,9 41 l 9 . 2 
B Employed 23 15.1 102 6 7. l 18 11.8 9 5.9 
R Employed 17 13 . 9 91 74 . 6 ll 9 , 0 3 2.5 
B Nonemployed 21 13.8 65 42.7 44 28 . 9 22 14.4 3 11,53 Exceeds .01 R Nonemployed 18 8 . 4 129 60.3 48 22.4 19 8 ,9 
"' 
"' 
Table 4 . Continued 
Working Strongly Strongly Degrees 
g;c;, Status of Agree Agree Disagree Disagree of 
x2 
Significance 
I tem R''"' Mothers II 7o II 7o II 7o II 7o Freedom Level 
6 B Employed 60 39.4 83 54.6 5 3.2 4 2. 6 
R Employed 52 42.6 66 54.1 3 2.5 l 0.8 
B Nonemployed 53 34.8 82 53.9 12 7.8 5 3.2 2 9.43 . 01 
R Nonemployed 50 23 . 4 149 69 . 6 14 6 . 5 l 0.5 
15''' B Employed 47 30 . 9 90 59.2 15 9.8 0 o.o 2 8.18 .02 
R Employed 45 36.9 75 61.5 2 1.6 0 o.o 
B Nonemployed 21 13 . 8 106 69 . 7 23 15. l 2 1.3 
R Nonemployed 47 22 .o 142 66 . 4 24 ll.2 l 0 . 5 
16;, B Employed 55 36.1 81 53 . 2 15 9 . 8 l 0 . 6 
R Employed 48 39.3 67 54.9 7 5.7 0 o.o 
B No nemployed 40 26 . 3 91 59.8 21 13 . 8 0 0.0 2 6. 39 .05 
R Nonemployed 61 28 . 5 140 65 . 4 12 5 . 6 1 0 . 5 
17;, B Employed 23 15.1 108 71.0 21 13 . 8 0 o.o 2 7.53 .05 
R Employed 32 26 . 2 82 67 . 2 8 6 . 6 0 o.o 
B Nonemployed 24 15.7 112 73 . 6 16 10 . 5 0 o.o 2 6 . 80 .05 
R Nonemployed 54 25 . 2 148 69 . 2 11 5. l l 0 . 5 
18* B Employed ll 7. 2 75 49 . 3 54 35 . 5 12 7 . 8 
R Employed 13 10 . 7 64 52.5 37 30 . 3 8 6 . 6 
B Nonemployed 4 2. 6 49 32 . 2 83 54 . 6 16 10.5 
R NonemEloyed 9 4 . 2 86 40 . 2 98 45 . 8 21 9 . 8 
~·· Indicates composite score ~·de D - "Blue Collar" R - Rural 
;':; ;';;'; Under t his section, the Adams study lists only data that relates to the first six statements plus 
four composite scores. Therefore , a comparison of the two samples cannot be made in its entirety 
because of the lack of data on t he following s t atements : 7' 8 t 9 ' 10 ' ll' 12 ' 13, and 14 . 
"' 
"' 
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When the composite scores of statements 7 through 14 were 
compared, difference s appeared between the "blue collar" adolescents 
and the rural adolescent in four instances. From Table 4, it can be 
seen thal the se differences occur because of the degree of positive 
responses to the statements at hand. Even though the directional 
aspects of the statements, hei ng positive or negative, were identical 
between the "blue collar" arrl rural adolescents, the "blue collar 11 
adolescents were not as agreeing of working mothers as were the rural 
adolescents. With respect to each statement used for compari son, the 
"blue collar" adolescent regi s tered less agreement and sl i ghtly more 
disagreement in each case. 
The findings of this section also support hypothesis number 3 
in that the attitudes of the adolescent from the "blue collar" environ-
ment are different from those of adolescents in a rural setting . The 
same bas ic attitudes appear between the 11 blue collar" and rural 
adolescents to all statements except for the fact that the "blue 
co llar 11 adolescent is somewhat less in agreement with the role of the 
working mother than is the rural adolescent. 
Sex 2£ ~ Adolescent 
This section looks at the attitudes of senior and sophomore 
males as compared to senior and sophomore females. The comparison 
will be one of male verses female, and not a comparison of sex and 
class rank. The data under comparison cons i sts of total count per 
statement by male and by female students . The percentages in this 
section consist of an average percent of the total senior and sophomore 
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male percentages . The percentages per statement for the female 
s ample were calculated in exactly the same manner . 
From the total sample of 304 "blue collar" (intact family) 
adoles cents, 158 of this total were female and 146 were male. The 
fema l e total consisted of 83 seniors and 75 sophomores. The male 
s ampl e wa s made up of 68 s eniors and 78 s ophomores. 
When comparing the male sample with the female sample in regards 
to Part I of the questionnaire, some interesting things appear. A 
total of 51.8 percent or 76 male adolescents had mothers who worked . 
From this total, 53 worked full-time and 23 were working part- time. 
The figures were almost identical for the female sample. There 
were 76 female adolescents with working mothers and 82 with mothers 
that were not employed. A total of 52 of the working mothers worked 
full-time and the remaining 24 worked part- time. 
With the subject of family rank by birth, 45 male adolescents 
were the oldest child in their family, 14 were the youngest, and 87 
were ill between. This last figure represents 59 . 6 percent . From the 
t o tal female sample, the s ame order appeared. Forty- one female adoles-
cents were the oldest child in their family, 15 were the youngest in 
their family, and 102 or 64.4 percent werein between . The majority 
of the total sample were adolescents with older and younger brothers 
and sisters, and they were by family rank, "in betwe·en." 
A very interesting thing ap peared between the two groups in 
regards to the subjects of total family happiness and parental disci-
pline. Both the male and female groups "agreed" that basically 
their family was happier than most, but the male sample was more 
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positive towards this statement than was the female sampl e . A total 
of 118 male adolescents 'agreed" or 11 strongly agreed 11 with this state-
ment, whereas, 120 female adolescents were positive with this state-
ment. The oale's total represented 64.7 percent for "agree" and 16.0 
percent as being "strongly agreed" with this statement. The female 
sample represents 55.4 percent as 11 agreed" and 20.4 percent as 
nstrongly agreed" with this sta t ement. 
When it came to parental discipline, the male and female groups 
differed only .l of a percent. A total of 72.7 percent of the male 
sample "agreed 11 or "strongly agreed . " The female sample represents 
72.6 percent of the adolescents agreeing or strongly agreeing with 
the statement. 
It was hypothesized that attitudes t oward the employment of 
women would be influenced by the sex of the adolescents from "blue 
collar" families. The findings relative to Part II of the question-
naire backs up this and appears in Tab l e 5, page 60. Looking at all 
14 sta tements that deal with the empl oyment of women, plu s the 
composite scores of statements 7 and ll, 8 and 12, 9 and 13 , and 
10 and 14, the female adolescents were in a greater agreement or 
di sagreement with the majority of the statements as were the male 
adolescents . All 14 s tatements, plus the composite serie s of four 
statements , were used to check thi s particular hypothesis. Because 
of the difference of 12 or more female s tudents in the sample over 
the male s ample, a statistical comparison of total count was not 
acc urate enough to be used in determining which groups' attitudes 
favored or rejected the working mother. This was corrected by using 
Table 5, Differences in attitudes concerning the employment of women as it relates t o the s ex of 
t he adolescent, male compared to female. N = 304: 146 male, 158 f emale 
Strongly Strongly Degrees 
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree 
x2 
Significance of 
Item Sex II 7o II 7o II 7o II 7o Level Freedom 
M 63 43,5 75 51.9 6 4.0 l 0 . 6 53,4 Greatly 
F 134 84 . 6 23 14.7 l 1.3 0 o.o exceeds .00 1 
M 33 22,8 78 53,2 21 14,3 14 9.5 11.4 .0 1 3 
F 64 40 . 3 67 42.4 15 9,6 12 7,6 
3 M 4 2 . 7 16 10.6 64 43,6 62 42 .9 
F 2 1.3 13 8.3 68 43 .4 75 46,9 
4 M 8 5.5 48 32 . 6 59 40 . l 31 21.6 
F 10 6,5 50 31.7 56 35.3 42 26 , 3 
M 18 12.4 89 60 . 0 25 17.4 14 9.9 
F 26 16 . 8 78 49 . 5 37 22,9 17 10.7 
6 M 41 28.3 86 58,6 12 8 , 2 7 4,8 7 , 0 ,01 
F 72 45.3 79 50 . 2 5 3 . 1 2 1.3 
M 23 15 .7 88 59,9 28 19.2 7 5.0 18 . 11 Exceeds ,001 3 
F 41 26 .1 105 66 , 0 10 6 , 4 2 1.3 
8 M 45 30 , 6 72 49 . 3 25 17.2 4 2 . 8 
F 47 29.7 83 52 . 6 28 17 . 7 0 o.o 
9 M 33 22.6 91 62.3 21 14 . 3 l 0,6 
F 39 24.7 105 66 .3 14 8 , 8 0 o.o 
"' 0 
Table 5. Continued 
Strongly Strongly Degrees Agree Agree Disagree Disagree 
xz Significance of Item Sex II % II 7o II 7o II 7o Level Freedom 
10 M 7 4.8 52 35.2 67 46.0 20 13.7 F 9 5.7 55 35.3 67 41.9 27 17.0 
ll M 16 ll.O 84 56 . 8 40 27.7 6 4.4 F 18 11.4 104 66.2 27 16.8 9 5.5 
12 M 26 17.9 91 61.9 26 18.1 3 1.9 F 21 13.5 104 65.8 32 20.0 l 0 .6 
13 M 15 10.6 57 39 . l 65 43.9 9 6.3 F 10 6.4 74 47.0 65 41 . 0 9 5 . 7 
14 M 4 2.6 52 35.7 65 44.3 25 17.3 F 3 2 . 0 42 26 . 5 80 50 . 7 33 20 . 7 
15>'' M 26 l7 .8 95 64 . 7 24 16 . 7 l 0. 7 5 . 96 
.05 F 42 26.7 10 l 62.7 14 8 . 8 l 0 . 7 
16>'' M 48 32 . 8 80 54 . 4 17 12 . 0 l 0.6 F 47 29 . 9 92 58.1 19 11.9 0 o.o 
171, M 22 15 . 2 104 71.1 20 13.5 0 0.0 F 25 15 . 8 116 73.5 17 10 . 6 0 o.o 
"' 
181, M 9 6. l 57 38.8 68 46 . 7 12 8 . 3 F 6 3 . 8 67 42.7 69 43.3 16 LO . l 
·:.Indicates composite scores 
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the c ombined percentages for the questions marked in a positive 
way and for those marked in a negative way. The percen tages were 
then compared between the male group and the female group. With 
this procedure just outlined, it was determined that the female 
sample wa s more s upportive of the role of the working mother than was 
the ma le sample . A total of nine statements showed highe -r percentages, 
either of a positive or negative aspect, in favor of the female sample. 
There were only four statements where the percentages favored male 
sample. The direction of the statements , either po sitive or negative, 
wa s exactly the same between both gro ups on all statements except one. 
Statement 13 showed a difference in opinion between the two groups, with 
the females agreeing with the statement and the male s disagreeing. 
With regards to a woman working before she is married, both 
groups were supportive of this. Exactly 95 .4 percent of the male 
sample "ag reed 11 with statement l. From the female sample, a total of 
98.3 percent ''agreed'' with the statement. It was interesting to note 
that 84.6 percent of the females "strongly agreed" as compared t o only 
43. 5 percent of the rna les. \.Ji th respect to whether they strongly agreed 
with the s tatement, the differences between the two sexes were very 
significant at the 0.001 level. 
A signi fi cant diffe rence of O.Ol was also found in the males' 
and female s ' attitudes concerning employment for women after marriage . 
A total of 82.7 percent of the fema les "agreed" with statement 2. 
Of this total, 40.3 percent marked the "strongly agree" column. Only 
17 .2 percent of the female samp le "disagreed," It was interesting 
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to note that 7.6 percent or 12 students "strongly disagreed" with 
the statement, With regards to the male sample, only 76,0 percent 
"agreed" with the statement and of this, only 22.8 percent were 
11 strongly agreed." A total of 9.5 percent "strongly disagreed" with 
statement 2. The females were more in favor of the statement than 
were the males. 
Statement 3 represents a drastic switch in the overall trends 
of the data, Gnce there were children in the home, both samples 
rejected the statement and indica ted that the mother's place was now 
in the home, The female sample recorded 90 . 3 percent disagreement 
with statement 3 . Interestingly enough, 46,9 percent marked the 
"strongly disagree" column, Only 9 , 6 percent of the female sample 
even agreed with thi s sta tement. The rejection to the statement 
by the female s was 3 . 8 percent stronger than the recorded rejection 
of the males, No significant difference appears between the two 
samples with this statement, but it does represent one of the few 
times that the female sample disagreed percentage wise over the male 
sample. The male sample record ed 86 . 5 percent as bei ng opposed with 
statement 3, Only 13,3 percent of the males "agreed" with the 
statement . There were 3 . 7 percent mo r e in agreement with the state-
ment over the female samp le, 
With respect to statement 4 , both the male and female samples 
voiced negative attitudes towards a mother with school age children 
(six to twelve years of age) working . Their responses by percentages 
were very similar and no significant difference appears between the 
male and female sample . The female sample recorded 61 ,6 percent as 
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being 11 disagreed" or "strongly disagreed." The male sample was 
a lmo :::.t exactly the same, with 61.7 percent "disagreeing 11 with state-
ment 4. When the percentages in the "strongly disagree" column were 
compared, the females were 4.7 percent ahead of the male sample in 
disagreement . But, when the disagree columns were compared, the 
ma le s were 4.8 percent in more disagreement than were the females. 
In regards to statements 5 and 6, there is a great similarity 
in the responses of male and female adolescents concerning employment 
of women when there are children of juni or or senior high age in 
the home or when the children have l eft home. As the age of the 
child ren in the home increases, the acceptance of employmen t for the 
mother also increases. To item 5, 66.3 percent of the female sample 
11 agreed" or "strongly agreed'' in favor of a mother working with 
children in the home who were of junior or senior hi gh age. The 
male sample also agreed with the statement, but more so. They 
recorded 72.4 percent agreement for a mother working under these 
ci rc umstances. This is a difference of 6 . 1 percent more agreement for 
t he male sample than for the female sample . This is somewhat of a 
strange happening when looked at in the a spect of the whole ques tion-
naire. Most of the time the female sample lead t he male sample in 
ag reement of the role of the working mother. 
With s tatement 6, came a marked increase in percentage in favor 
of a woman working whose children were grown and had left the home. 
The female sample recorded on 4.4 percent being opposed to this and 
95.5 percent in agreement . The male sampl e was not quite so agree-
able with the statement with 13 percent being opposed and only 86 . 9 
65 
percent in agreement . The female s amp le certainly favored the terms 
of item 6 and felt that once the children were gone , the wo~an shou ld 
be able to work if she so de s ired . The male sample agreed, but were 
s omewhat more conservative about this statement . The difference in 
attitudes between the two groups was significant at the . 01 level . 
With regards to s tatements 7 and 11 , both th e femal e and male 
samples agreed with the economic aspects of the statements. In both 
cases , the females recorded a hi gher percentage in favor of a woman 
working either becau se of financial difficulti es in the family, or 
to work so that her family could have the things that they needed . 
It was intere s ting to find a marked decrease in percentages recorded 
by both group s wi th relation to statement 7 . The term "financial 
difficulty" in i tem 7 may have been a more important term to the 
"b lue collar" adolescen t than was the t erm "work s o that her family 
can have the things they need" in s tatement ll. With item 7, the 
female sample recorded 92 . 1 percent as "agreeing" or "strongly 
agreeing . " The male sample was not quite as positive about thi s and 
only recorded 75 . 6 percent for the affirmative . The difference 
between the two group s was significant at the 0 .001 level. A total 
of 24.2 percent of the ma les disagreed with this statement as com-
pared with only 7 . 7 pe rcent of the female sample . 
Statement ll showed no s i gnificant difference between the 
two gro ups, but it did s how a marked increase in di sagreement in both 
groups . I nstead of a female disagreement of 7 .7 percent as in state-
ment 7, the female sample r ecorded a 22 . 3 percent disagreement, with 
77.6 percent in agreement . The male sample went from a di sagreement 
percentage of 24.2 percent in statement 7 to a 32 . 0 percent dis-
agr eement in statement ll. Only 67 . 8 percent of the males agreed 
to statement 11. When the composite score of these two items is 
c ompared, the female sample is 89.4 percent in agreement, with the 
male sample close behind with 82 . 5 percent in agreement . 
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Statements 8 and 12 were also marked in the affirmative by bolh 
groups. They both favored a woman working for pe r sonal satisfaction . 
To statement 8, the females res ponded wi t h 82.3 percen t of t heir 
total agreeing or strongly agreeing. The male sample was close behind 
wi th 79 . 9 percent of their total in agreement . With respect to state-
ment 12, the males were more i n agreement with a woman work ing if 
it is personally satisfying to her, than were the females. A total 
of 79.8 percent of the male sample agreed with statemen t ll and only 
79 . 3 percent of t he female sample agreed . With respect to both ques-
tions , the male attitudes seemed to almost be constant, while the 
female attitudes fluctuated slightly . No significant difference 
appeared between the two groups, however, with respect to items 8 and 
12 . The composite score was almost exactly the same with 88.0 per-
cent affirmative being recorded by the f emales and 87.2 percent being 
in agreement, recorded by the males . 
Statements 9 and 13 had no signif i cant diff erence between the 
fema l e and male samples, bu t a difference of atti t udes between male 
and fema l e was noted . With regards t o statement 9 and its related 
topi c of community service, both samples were in favor of the state-
ment. The females r ecorded 91 . 0 percen t in the a ff irmative and the 
male sample recorded 84 . 9 pe r cen t as ag r eeing or s t rongly agreeing . 
67 
When it came to statement 13, only 53 .4 percent of the female sample 
agr e ed or strongly agreed. A marked increase in negativism seems 
connected with statement 13 on the part of both samples . The male 
sample represented a reversal from that of the female sample, with 
50.2 percent in disagreement of professionally trained mothers work ing 
if there was a shortage of trained people in the community. 
To statements 10 and 14, and the subject of nurturance, both 
the female and male samples disagreed with both statements. They 
both seemed to feel that being employed is not one of the ways that a 
mother takes care or helps her family. A total of 58.9 percent of 
the female sample disagreed with statement 10 . The male sample was 
almost identical with the female sample in regards to statement 10. 
The y recorded 59 . 7 percent in the "disagree" and "strongly disagree" 
c olumns. Both samp l es seemed to have about the same attitudes with 
re s pect to statement 10. 
With regards to statement 14, for some reason, the female 
sample s eemed more negative to the fact that to be employed is one 
of the ways a woman can take care of her family. The female sample 
rec orded 71.4 percent as being opposed with the s tatement as compared 
with only 61.6 percent disagreement recorded for the male samp le. 
It is interesting to note that the female sample agreed or strongly 
agreed with the economic, personal satisfaction, or community service 
statement , but rejected both statements dealing with nurturance . The 
male sample , on the other hand, agreed with both statements dealing 
with economic and per s onal satisfaction and with one of the statemen t s 
dealing with community service . They rejected the other statement 
about c ommunity service and both statemen t s dealing with nurturance. 
It should be noted that with r es pect to s t atemen t s 10 and 14, no 
s ignificant difference can be calcu lated between the female and 
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male sample, The composite scores of items 10 and 14 seem to alter 
t he real findings . The c omposite score for the females was 53 , 4 
percent disagreeing; and for the males, it appeared Lhey are more 
op po sed to t he two statements because their composite score was 55,0 
percent . Because of the di screpancy in the composite score s over the 
score s per statement, little validity can be placed on the composite 
score. The compos ite scores are accurate , but tend to warp the true 
findings of each statement and to alter the genera l trend and degree 
of percentages. 
It can be seen t ha t a signi ficant diff erence appears be tween the 
male samp l e and the female sample with only four of the fou rteen 
s tatements and with one of t he composite score s . In each of these five 
cases , the female sample was much more in agreement with the s tatements 
than were the males. I n regard s to the other 10 statements and three 
composite scores, the fi ndings clearl y s how tha t the female ado le s-
cen ts were more s upportive of the working mother than were th e male 
adolescents . Even though few s i gnif icant dif ferences a ppeared between 
t he two sexes, the total percentage s in agreement favor the female 
sample, The di r ec tional flow of being ei ther negat i ve or pos itive was 
e xactly the same between both sexes, the tota l percentages in agree-
ment favor the female sample. The direc tiona l f low of being ei ther 
negative or positive was exactly the same between both sexe s in regard s 
to all s tatements . Both group s disagreed with s tatements 3, 4, 10, 
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and 14 and agreed with t he rest of the statements . The main difference 
between the sexes was t hat the females' attitudes were more supportive 
of the role of the working mo ther, whereas, the male sample recorded 
a s omewhat more negative r esponse to most of the statements. 
It was hypothesized that the attitudes toward the emp l oyment of 
a woman wo uld be inf luenced by the s ex of the ado l escents o f the 
"blue colla r" family. The findings i n this section tend to support 
this hyp othesis , with the females being more positive toward the 
worki ng mother. 
Kearns study-- Adams study 
A compar ison can be made between the two studies of only 
statements 1 through 6 and of the four composite scores . Under the 
topic of sex of the adolescen ts, the Adams study gives no data per 
s tatement in regards to items 7 through 14. Taking the female sample 
from the "b lue co llar " adolescents and compa ring it wi th t he rural 
female sample, signifi can t differences appear betwee n the two groups 
with only two s tatements and with two of the composite stateoents . 
These differences occur with respec t to s tatements 2 and 5 and to 
composite statements 8 and 12 , and 9 and 13 . The chi- s quare findings, 
plus al l other data, a ppears in Table 6, page 70. In all f our cases 
of s i gni ficant differences , the rural female adolescents r ecorded 
higher pe rcentages of a posi tive or a negative nature Lhan did th e 
'' b lue collar'' female adolescent . 
The rural female a dol escent is more supportive of the rol e of 
t he wo rk ing mother than is the "b lue collar" female adolescent. The 
rura l sample recorded 53 .0 percen t as agree i ng with the statements, 
Table 6. "Blue c ollar'' adolesc ents compared to rural adolescents as to attitudes towar d t he 
working mother when viewed as to the sex of the adolescents. N for ''blue collar'' 
= 304 , N for rural = 336 
-
Strongly Strongly Degrees 
8'''' Agree Agree Disagree Disagree 
x2 
Significance of 
Item R•<i• Sex il % il "fo il % il 7o Level Freedom 
B M 63 43 . 5 76 51.9 6 4 . 0 l 0.6 
R M 79 41.8 107 56 . 6 l l.6 0 0.0 
B F 134 84 . 6 23 14 . 7 l 1.3 0 o.o 
R F 117 79.6 30 20.4 0 o.o 0 0.0 
B M 33 22.8 78 53 . 2 21 14 . 3 14 9 . 5 
R M 27 14.3 117 61.9 33 17 . 5 12 6 . 3 
B F 64 40 . 3 67 42 . 4 15 9 . 6 12 7 .6 7 . 82 . 05 3 
R F 60 40 . 8 76 51.7 8 5. 4 3 2 . l 
B M 4 2. 7 16 10.6 64 43.6 62 42 . 9 
R M 2 l.O ll 5.8 100 52 . 9 76 40.2 
B F 2 1. 3 13 8 . 3 68 43 . 4 75 46 . 9 
R F 0 o.o 12 8.2 58 39 . 5 77 52.3 
4 B M 8 5 . 5 48 32 . 6 59 40 . l 31 21.6 
R M 9 4 . 8 55 29 . l 89 47 . 1 36 19.0 
B F 10 6 . 5 50 3l. 7 56 35 . 3 42 26 . 3 
R F 7 4. 8 45 30.6 70 47 . 6 25 17 . 0 
5 B M 18 12.4 89 60.0 25 17 . 4 14 9 .9 
R M 17 9 . 0 123 65 . 1 35 18 . 5 14 7.4 
B F 26 16 . 8 78 49 . 5 37 22 . 9 17 10 . 7 9 . 11 Beyond . 05 
R F 18 12.2 97 66 . 0 24 16 . 3 8 s.s 
'-' 0 
Table 6. Continued 
Strongly Strongly Degrees 
BM< Agree Agree Disagree Disagree 
x2 
Significance of 
I tern R,'d, Sex II 7. II 7. II 7. II 7. Level Freedom 
6 B M 41 28 . 3 86 58 . 6 12 8 . 2 7 4 . 8 
R M 37 19 . 6 135 7l.4 15 8.0 2 l.O 
B F 72 45 . 3 79 50.2 5 3.1 2 l.3 
R F 65 44.2 80 54 . 4 2 l.4 0 o.o 
15;, B M 26 l7 . 8 95 64 . 7 24 16 . 7 l 00,7 
R M 43 22.8 125 66 . 1 20 10 . 6 1 o.s 
B F 42 26,7 101 62 . 7 14 8 . 8 1 0 . 7 
R F 49 33 . 3 92 62 . 6 6 4.1 0 o.o 
16''' B M 48 32 . 8 80 54.4 17 12 . 0 1 0.6 6 . 31 .os 
R M 44 23 . 3 129 68 . 3 16 8 . 4 0 o.o 
B F 47 29 . 9 92 58 . 1 19 ll.9 0 0 . 0 13 , 49 Exceeds , Ol 
R F 65 44 . 2 78 53 . 1 3 2 . 1 1 0 , 6 
l7i< B M 22 15 , 2 104 7l.l 20 13 . 5 0 o.o 7,42 Beyond , 05 
R M 46 24 . 3 130 68 . 8 12 6 . 4 1 o.s 
B F 25 15 . 8 116 73 . 5 l7 10 , 6 0 o.o 8 , 47 Beyond . 02 
R F 40 27 . 2 100 68 . 0 7 4 . 8 0 o.o 
18''' B M 9 6.1 57 38 . 8 68 46 . 7 12 8.3 
R M 9 4 . 8 85 44 . 8 75 39 . 7 20 10 , 7 
B F 6 3 . 8 67 42 . 7 69 43 . 3 16 10 , 1 
R F 13 8 . 8 65 44 . 2 60 40 . 8 9 6 , 2 
.. Indica t es composite scores 
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but the "blue collar" females recorded 53.4 percent as being opposed 
Lo the statements . It appears, generally, with the exception of 
the composite score of statements 10 and 14, that the attitudes of 
the "blue collar" female adolescents and the rural female adolescents 
are basically the same with regards to the role of the working mother 
except for the facl t hat the rural female adolescent percentages 
are somewhat higher for both agreement and disagreement with the 
statemen t s. 
The 11 blue collar" male sample seemed to have the same attitudes 
as those recorded for the rural male adolescents. Both male samples 
agreed with statements l, 2, 5 , and 6 and to the composite scores of 
statements 7 and ll, 8 and 12, and 9 and 13. Both male samples 
disagreed with statements 3 , 4, and with the composite score of 
s tatements 10 and 14. Here again, the rural male sample recorded 
higher percentages as either being in agreement or disagreement with 
all statement s except with the composite statements 10 and 14. The 
"bl ue collar" male adolescent disagreed with sta tements 10 and 14 by 
4.6 percent over the disagreement recorded by the rural male adoles-
cents. No significant difference appears between the "blue collar" 
adolescents and the rural adolescents in regards to s tatements 1 
t hrough 6, but significant dif f erences do appear with statements 8 
and 12, and 9 and 13 (items 16 and 17). 
It was hypothesized that the attitudes of the adolescents from 
the ''blue collar" environment would be different from those of the 
adolescents from a rural environment. When the sex of the adole s-
cents were used as a comparison, the findings supported th is 
hypolhesis8 In both cas es, the female attitudes were more supportive 
of the role of the wo rki ng mother than were the attitudes of the 
males, but the rural adolescents' attitudes were more supportive, 
both female and male, of t he role of the working mothe r than were 
the female and male attitudes of the "blue collar" adolescents . 
The directional flow of the groups are basically the same with 
respect of agreement or dl:sagreement with the "blue collar 11 adoles-
cents tending to be more negative towards the role of the working 
mother. 
~ El. the Adolescent 
It was hypothesized that attitudes toward the empl oyment of 
women would be influenced by the age and sex of the ad ol escen ts of 
the "blue collar" family . The statistical findings dealing with 
seniors versus sophomores discloses only three statemen t s with sign-
ificant differences between the two groups . All findi ngs under this 
heading are contained in Table 7, page 71 . 
The significant differences appear with respect to statements 
3, 5, and 11 . Item 3 was disagreed with by both the seni ors and 
sophomores, but a difference at the chi- square level of significance 
of 0 .0 2 appears between the two groups . A total of 91 . 9 percent of 
the seniors di sagreed that a mother should work with preschool chil-
dren still in the home . A breakdown of th is disagreement reveals 
that 53.3 percent of the 151 senior stuUeuLs "strongly di sagreed" 
and 38.6 percent "disagreed. The sophomores, on the other hand , 
recorded 36 . 5 percent as ' strongly disagreeing" and 48 .3 percent 
"di sagreei ngrr to equal a combined percentage of 84 . 8 percent as 
being oppos ed to the sta tement. A marked contrast appears between 
the t>w groups with respect to the differences of di sagreement. 
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Another significant difference appears in connection with 
i l em in respect to it being alright for a woman with children i n 
junior or senior high school to work outside of the home . The sopho-
more s recorded 79.6 percent as being agreed to the statement, while 
only 59 . 1 percent of the seniors were in agreement . Thi s dif f erence 
was sign ifican t at the 0.01 level . The sophomores were 20 . 5 percent 
more in favor of a woman working when her children had reached the 
age of attending junior or senior high school than were the seniors . 
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The other significant differences between the two groups appeared 
in connection with sta tement ll. A chi- s quare level of 0.02 was 
recorded for this statement . Only 65.0 percent of the senior adoles-
cents agreed that oftimes a woman works so that her family can have 
the things the y need . The sophomores , on the other hand, were 15.4 
percent higher than the seniors when they recorded 80 .4 percent as 
being in agreement with th e s tatement. 
Over and above these three differences, age seemed to have no 
real bearing on the overall attitudes of the ''blue collar'' adoles-
cent s with regards to the working woman . Both groups recorded the 
same basic negative or positive responses to all the statements. The 
only exception of thi s was found in the composite score of state-
ments 10 and 14 ( item 18). The composite score of statements 10 and 
14 disclosed that 59.5 percent of the senior group disagreed with the 
subject of nurturance, while 51.1 percent of the sophomor e group 
agreed with the subject at hand . 
The senior group was made up of 151 studen ts, while the sopho-
more group had 153 students. Out of the 151 seniors, 72 or 47 . 8 per-
cent of them had mothers who were employed . A total of 52.2 percent 
Table 7 , "B l ue collar" adolescent attitudes toward ma ternal employment by age . N = 304 : 
l5l seniors and 153 sophomores 
Strongly Strongly Degree s 
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree 
x2 
Significance of 
I tem Age II % II 7. II 7. II 7. Level Fre edom 
Senior 107 68 . 8 42 29,7 2 l.5 0 0,0 
Sophomore 90 59.2 57 36 , 9 5 3.2 l 0,6 
Senior 55 35 . 5 69 46,2 15 10 . 2 12 8 , 0 
Sophomore 42 27,6 76 49.6 21 13.7 14 9 , 1 
3 Senior 2 l.5 lO 6 . 5 58 38 ,6 81 53,3 9,93 ,02 
Sophomore 4 2.6 19 12.3 74 48 . 3 56 36 , 5 
4 Seni or 6 4.1 46 30,3 55 36 . 4 44 29 . 0 
Sophomore 12 7. 9 52 38,9 60 39 . l 29 19 . 0 
5 Senior 18 12.2 7l 46,9 41 26.7 21 14.2 15,56 ,O l 
Sophomore 26 l7,l 96 62 . 5 21 14.7 lO 6.6 
6 Senior 62 40 . 3 77 51.4 9 6,2 3 2.2 
Sophomore 51 33.5 88 57 , 4 8 5,1 6 3 , 9 
Senior 30 19 . 5 99 67 . 6 16 ll.4 6 4.4 
Sophomore 34 22 . 4 94 61.4 22 14 . 3 3 l.9 
8 Senior 45 29 , 6 75 49 . 6 28 18 , 6 3 2 . 2 
Sophomore 47 30.7 80 52 . 3 25 16,3 l 0 , 6 
9 Sen i or 35 23.2 99 65 . 3 17 11.4 0 o.o 
Sophomore 37 24 . 2 97 63 , 4 18 11.7 1 0.6 
10 Senior 8 5 . 3 43 28 . 7 75 49 , 6 25 16,4 
Sophomore 8 5,2 64 41 , 8 59 38 . 4 22 14 .4 
ll Senior 18 12.0 81 53 . 0 40 27 . 0 12 7 . 9 10 . 36 .02 3 
Sophomore 16 10,5 107 69,9 27 l7 . 5 3 l.9 -.J 
'-" 
Table 7. Cont inu e d 
Strongly 
Agree Agree 
Item Age il lo il lo 
12 Senior 21 14.5 93 61.0 
Sophomore 26 17 .o 102 66.6 
l3 Senior 14 9.8 65 42.8 
Sophomore 11 7.2 66 43.2 
14 Senior 1 0 . 7 48 32.3 
Sophomore 6 3 . 9 46 29.9 
151< Senior 31 20.2 97 63 . 8 
Sophomore 37 24 . 2 99 64 . 6 
161< Senior 44 30,0 84 55.1 
Sophomore 51 33 . 3 88 57 . 5 
17''' Senior 27 16 . 6 107 70 . 8 
Sophomore 22 14.4 113 73.4 
181< Senior 7 4 . 7 54 35.7 
Sophomore 8 5 . 2 70 45 . 9 
~·, Indicates composite scores 
Disagree 
il % 
35 23 . 0 
23 15.1 
61 39 . 9 
69 44.9 
69 45 . 2 
76 49.7 
22 16.1 
16 10.4 
23 15 . 4 
13 8 . 5 
19 12.5 
18 11.7 
75 49 . 6 
62 40 . 4 
Strongly 
Disagree 
il % 
2 1 . 3 
2 1.3 
ll 7.4 
7 4 . 6 
33 21 . 7 
25 16 . 4 
1 0 . 7 
1 0 . 7 
0 o.o 
1 0,6 
0 0.0 
0 0.0 
15 9 . 9 
13 8.5 
x2 
Significance 
Level 
Degrees 
of 
Freedom 
.._, 
"' 
or 79 students had mothers who were not employed. The sophomore 
group recorded 80 of their group or 52 . 2 percent had mothers who 
worked and 73 students or 47.7 percent had mothers who were not 
employed. Out of the senio r group, 53 of the 72 employed mo the rs 
worked full-time and 19 of t hem were employed on l y part-time. The 
sop homores had 53 of Lheir 80 mothers emp loyed working full - time 
and the rema ining 27 mothers worked part-time. 
Dealing with family rank by children, the seniors recorded 40 
of their total or 26 . 8 percent as being the oldest child in the 
family ; 14 adolescents or 26 . 8 percent were the youngest; and 97 
adolescents or 63 . 8 percent were in between. 
When it came to family happ i ne ss and discipline, th e seni or 
group felt somewhat more positively that they had happy homes where 
their parents used good di scipline , than was true of the sophomore 
group. A total of 79.6 percen t of t he seniors agreed that their 
family was happier than most families i.n their area , while 77 .0 
percent of the sophomores agreed with this statement. A total of 
76.1 percent of the seniors felt that the parenta l di sci pline in 
their home was alr i ght, while 69.4 percent of the sophomores agreed 
with the s tatement. 
Taking the 14 statements as a whole, the senior adolescents 
were , by percentages, higher in agreement with 10 of the 14 sta t e-
ments t han were the sophomore adolescents . The sophomore grou p 
tended to be a little more negative to most of the statement s than 
were their seni or counterparts . \ihen the compos ite scores of 7 and 
ll, 8 and 12, 9 and 13 , and 10 and 14 were compared, the sophomore 
group was a few percentage points higher with the first th ree 
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c ompo5ite scores than were the seniors. A difference of op inion 
ap pears in the last c omposite score betwe en both groups with 51 , 1 
percent of the sophomores agreeing and 59 , 5 of the senior di sagree ing . 
Even t hough a s plit in direction occurs, no s i gnificant diffe rence 
wa s found. 
Both groups rejected statements J, 4, 10, and 14. They tended 
to feel that the mother ' s pla ce is in the home where preschool chil-
dren or schoo l age c hild r en comprised part of the family unit . They 
a l so seemed to feel that a mother that works does not help her family 
or take ca re of them by wo rk ing . A t o tal of 91.9 percent of the 
seniors and 84 . 8 percent of the sophomores di sagreed with statement 3. 
With s tatement 4, 65,4 percent of the senior s and 58. 1 percent of 
the sophomore s disagreed or st rongly disagreed with this statement. 
With statement 10, the findings showed senior di sagreenent to 
be 66,0 percent and sophomore di s agreement to be 52,8 percent . The 
percent of di sagreement was very close i n connection t o statement 14, 
with 66,9 percent of the senior and 66,1 pe rcen t of the sophomores 
di s agreeing. 
Agreement was recorded by both the senior and sophomore groups 
to all the other statemen t s, wi th the seni ors being more posi tive wi th 
the statemen ts tha n we re the sophomores. 
Because of the same general trend s of agreement or di sagreement 
between the two groups and the closeness of percentages, the hypo-
t he sis t hat age ,.muld influence the attitudes of the "blue collar" 
adoles ents toward the employment of a woman must be re jected . The 
fa ctor of the sex of t he adolescent has a greater determining factor 
on a ttitudes than doe s the factor of age . 
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Kearns study- -Adams study 
Under this heading, the findings and comparisons between the two 
groups are found in Table 8, page 80 . 
Adams reported only one significant diff erence with respect to 
her six statements and four composite scores . She recorded a sign-
ificant difference of 0 . 02 with regard s to statement number 2. No 
such differences appeared with this statement on the part of the "blue 
col lar 11 adolescents . Three significant differences were found, how-
ever, with regards to the "blue collar" adolescents that were not 
found in the Adams study. The same general direc tional trend of 
either positive or negative responses can be noted between both the 
rural adolescents and the ''blue collar'' adolescents with only one 
exception. This exception appears with respect to the composite score 
of statements 10 and 14 ( item 18). Adams' composite score r eports 
that 53.8 percen t of her senior s agreed with the two statements. The 
opposite appeared with the ''blue co llar'' senior adolescents in that 
59.5 percent of them disagreed. The composite score recorded by the 
rural sop homores to item 18 showed 52 . 5 percent of them as disagreeing 
with t he terms of statements 10 and 14. The "blue collar" sophomores 
rec orded 51 .1 percent as being in agreement to the statements . Even 
though a directional reversal app ears between the rural and ''bl ue 
collar" senior s and sophomores, the differences are not significant 
by c hi-square analysis. 
As a general rule, the rural adolescents were in stronger agree-
ment or di s agreement with each statement than were the "blue collar" 
ad olescents . The percentages r ecorded by the rural adolescents were 
always a few percentage points higher for both positive and negative 
Table 8. Adolescent attitudes toward maternal employment by age and "blue collar " - rural identity . 
N = 304 "Blue col lar" and N = 334 Rural 
Strongly Strongly Degrees 
Bo'd' Agree Agree Disagree Disagree 
x2 
Significance of 
Item Rid: Age II 7. II 7. II 7. II 7. Level Freedom 
B Senior 107 68,8 42 29 . 7 2 1.5 0 o.o 4,06 ,05 
R Senior 12 1 61, 4 76 38,6 0 0,0 0 o.o 
B Sophomore 90 59 .2 57 36 , 9 5 3 .2 l 0 . 6 
R Sophomore 75 54.0 62 44 , 6 2 1. 4 0 o.o 
B Senior 55 35,5 69 46 ,2 15 10 .2 12 8 . 0 14,25 Exceeds , 01 3 
R Senior 53 26 , 9 118 59 . 9 23 11.7 3 1.5 
B Sophomore 42 27,6 76 49 , 6 21 13 . 7 14 9 ,1 
R Sophomore 34 24 ,5 75 54 , 0 18 12.9 12 8 , 6 
3 B Senior 2 1.5 10 6 , 5 58 38.6 8 1 53.3 
R Senior 2 1.0 12 6 , 1 93 47,2 90 45,7 
B Sophomore 4 2.6 19 12.3 74 48.3 56 36,5 
R Sophomore 0 0 , 0 11 7, 9 65 46,8 63 54,3 
4 B Seni or 6 4 . l 46 30 . 3 55 36 ,4 44 29,0 9 , ll .0 5 
R Senior 8 4,1 56 28 .4 98 49.7 35 17,8 
B Sophomore 12 7 ,9 52 38 . 9 60 39.1 29 19.0 
R Sophomore 8 5,8 44 31.7 61 43 .9 26 18 .7 
B Seni or 18 12 . 2 71 46 , 9 41 26,7 21 14 ,2 14 .55 , 01 3 
R Senior 16 8 ,l 132 67,0 36 18.3 13 6 . 6 
B Sophomo re 26 17 ,1 96 62 , 5 21 14 . 7 10 6 ,6 
R Sophomore 19 13,7 88 63,3 23 16 . 5 9 6 ,5 
6 B Senior 62 40,3 77 51.4 9 6 ,2 3 2.2 8 . 11 , 02 
R Senior 57 28 . 9 130 66 . 0 8 4,1 2 2.0 
B Sophomore 51 33 ,5 88 57 .4 8 5. 1 6 3 . 9 "' 0 
R Sophomore 45 32, 4 85 61.2 9 6,5 0 0 . 0 
Table 8 . Continued 
Strongly Strong ly Degrees 
B1"' Agree Agree Disagree Disagree 
xz 
Significance of 
Item R,.,., Age II 7. II 7. II 7. II % Level Freedom 
15'' B Sen ior 31 20.2 97 63 . 8 22 16.1 1 0 . 7 6 . 96 . 05 
R Senior 57 28 . 9 125 63.8 14 7.1 1 0 . 5 
B Sophomore 37 24 . 2 99 64 . 6 16 10 . 4 l 0 . 7 
R Sophomore 35 25 . 2 92 66.2 12 8 . 6 0 o.o 
161< B Senior 44 30 . 0 84 55 . 1 23 15.4 0 o.o 
R Senior 57 28 . 9 125 63 . 5 14 7 . 1 1 0 . 5 
B Sophomo r e 51 33 . 3 88 57 . 5 13 8 . 5 1 0 . 6 
R Sophomore 52 37.4 82 59 . 0 5 3. 6 0 o.o 
171< B Senior 27 16 . 6 107 70 . 8 19 12 . 5 0 o.o 
R Senior 42 21.3 142 72 .1 13 6 . 6 0 0 . 0 
B Sophomore 22 14 . 4 113 73 . 4 18 11. 7 0 0.0 14 . 69 .001 
R Sophomo r e 44 31.7 88 63 . 3 6 4 . 3 1 0.7 
181< B Senior 7 4 . 7 54 55 . 7 75 49 . 6 15 9 . 9 
R Senior 13 6 . 6 93 47 . 2 74 37 . 6 17 8 . 6 
B Sophomore 8 5. 2 70 45 . 9 62 40 . 4 13 8 . 5 
R Sophomore 9 6 . 5 57 41. 0 61 43 . 9 12 8.6 
~·( Ind icates c ompos ite scores 
-.'d~ B = 11 bl ue collar" 
R = rural 
"" 
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responses than were the "blue collar" adolescent responses. The only 
exception to this, came in statement 5 and the composite score of 
statements 10 and 14, The rural adolescents recorded 77.0 percent 
as being in agreement with statement 5. The ''blue collar'' adolescents 
were higher with 79,6 percent. To the mentioned composite score, the 
rural adolesc.P.nt was posi tive towards it and the 11 blue collar" adoles-
cents were negative to it. 
When comparing the seniors from the two groups, differences 
appear in statements 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6, and with the composite score 
of statements 10 and 14 (item 18). With statement l, a significant 
difference appears between the 11 blue collar" adolescents and the 
rural adolescents with respect to the degree of strongly agree and 
agree. The "blue collar" adole scents recorded 68.8 percent as "strongly 
agreed" and 27.8 as "agreed." The rural adolescents, on the other hand, 
recorded only 61.4 percent as 11 strong ly agreed" and 38 .6 as "agreed." 
The differences between the "strongly agree" and "agree,. columns were 
significant at the ,05 level. 
To the statement of a woman working after completing her educa-
tion and before marriage , both group s were in agreement. However, 
statement 2, about a woman working after marriage and before the 
arrival of the first child, showed a signifi cant difference of , Ol 
between the "blue collar" adolescents and the rural adolescents. The 
rural adolescents were i n more agreemen t to the statement than were 
the "blue collar 11 adolescents . 
Sta temen t 4 showed a significant difference at the , 05 level 
becau se of the ''blue collar'' adolescents being a little le ss negative 
to a woman working when there are school age children in the home. 
The rural adolescents recorded a higher percentage as being opposed 
to the terms of this statement. 
The rural seniors recorded 75 .1 percent as agreeing with 
statement 5. They were 16.0 percent higher in agreement than were 
the "blue collar11 adolescents. This difference was signifi cant at 
the .01 level. The "blue collar" senior adolescenls were somewhat 
reluctant for a woman to work with children of junior . or senior high 
school age living at home. 
Both senior groups agreed to statement 6 concerning a woman 
working after her children are grown and have left the home . A 
si gnificant difference was recorded in the way they either "strongly 
agreed" or ''agreed" with this statement. The 11 blue collar 11 seniors 
recorded 40.3 percent as 11 Strongly agreed" and 51.4 percent as 
"agreed." The rural seni ors recorded 28.9 percent as "strongly 
agreed'' and 66.0 percent as ''agreed.'' The difference in degree 
between these two columns was significant at the .02 level. 
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To item 15 (the composite scores of statements 7 and 11) a 
similar degree factor of agreement occurred between the two senior 
samples. The rural seniors were more in agreement of a woman working 
for economic reasons that were the "blue collar 11 seniors. A sign-
ificant difference was calcula ted between the two groups at the .05 
leve 1. 
The 11 blue collar" and rural sophomores attitudes showed very 
little differences at all . Only one difference could be found that 
was s i gnificant at all. This occurred with r espec t to the composi te 
score of statements 9 and 13 (item 17). The rural sophomores recorded 
95.0 percent as being in agreement with a woman working for community 
reasons . A striking differenc e in the "strongly agree 11 and "agree 11 
co lumns occurred with the rural sophomores being more strongly in 
agreement than were the ''b lue c ollar" sophomores . This marked 
difference was significant at the .001 level . 
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I t wa s hypothesized that the attitudes of the adolescents from 
the "blue collar" environment wou ld be different from tho se .qttitudes 
of t he rural adolescents. The data in Ta ble 8 s hows this to be a fact 
in that the rural ad olescents are mo re favorable to the r o le of the 
working mo ther than were the "blue collar" adolescents . It can also be 
seen that more differences in attitude s occur between the "blue collar" 
and rural seni ors than between the "blue co l lar" and rural sophomores. 
Total Res pons e of "Blue Co ll ar'~ Adole scent s 
With regards t o the atti t udes of adole scents toward the employ-
ment of wom en, the findings of thi s study support the hypothesis that 
the attitudes of the adolescent from the "blue co llar" environment 
will di ffer fr om those of the adolescen ts in a rural setting . The 
attitudes of both rural and ''b lue collar'' students are direction-
ally the same , but tend in all cases, except one, to be more negat ive 
towards the working mother on the part of the "blue co llar" adolescents. 
Employment status of the mothe r 
The findings disclose that there are significant dif fe r ences in 
t he attitudes concern ing the employment of women by the adolescents 
according to the employment status of their mothers . The data di s-
closes that adolescents with working mothers are more sup portive of emp-
loyment of a woman during various s tages of the family cycle than a re 
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the adolescents whose mothers are not currently employed. Therefore, 
the hypo thesis, that the adolescents will be influenced by the occupa-
tion and employment history of their parents, is correct and was borne 
out by t he statistical findings . 
Sex of the adolescent 
It was hypothesized that the attitudes toward the employment of 
a woman would be influenced by the sex of the adolescents of the 
"blue collar" family. The findings support this hypothesis, with the 
females being more positive toward the working mother. 
Age of the adolescent 
It was hypothesized that age of the "blue collar" adolescent 
would influence the attitudes toward the employment of women. Because 
of t he same general trends of agreement or disagreement between the 
two age groups and the closeness of percentages, the hypothesis must 
be re jected. The factor of the sex of the adolescent has a greater 
determini ng factor on attitudes than does the factor of age , 
"Blue Collar" Adolescent Attitudes 
Towards Child Rearing Practices 
The material that will be presented under this heading was 
taken from the data collected from Part III of the questionnaire. 
This section is not directly related t o adolescent att itudes toward 
employment of women, but looks at a new and separate area, that of 
the attitudes of the "blue collar" adolescents towards the subject 
of child rearing practices . No hypo thesis has been made predicting 
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an outcome for this topic. The sample of adolescents in this section 
was made up of the same students who were included in the previous 
sections . They are adolescents from intact homes where the father 
is employe d in some occupation that fits the ranks of being in the 
category called "blue co l lar. 11 The total number of adolescents in 
this section is 304. 
The material under this topic will appear in three sections . 
The first section will be that of total response by number and percent 
of all 304 adolescents to each statement listed in Part III of the 
questionnaire. The second sect ion will look at the subject of 
child rearing practices of adolescents as viewed by sophomores compared 
to seniors . The factor of the age of the adolescents and how this 
affects their altitudes makes up this section . The third and last 
area of consideration will be that of sex . How do the attitude s of 
male adolescents compare with tho se recorded by the female adoles-
cents , is what will be looked at in thi s last area, 
The statements, from the questionnaire that were used to obtain 
the data for this section, consisted of a series of 24 statements 
dealing with general child rearing practices. The child rearing 
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practices that will be discussed and compared in this area are as 
follows: stories and story telling ; a child' s self image ; the 
intelligence of a child; toys ; periodical examination of a child 
by a doctor ; discipline; language skills, family size for a family 
of the future; masculinity versus femininity when it comes to chil-
dren crying ; a father's role in raising children; and, the old saying, 
"children should be seen, but not heard." In addition to the 24 
statements dealing with child rear ing practices, two questions appear 
at the end of the questionnaire that deal with the "blue collar" 
adolescen t s' knowledge of sibling interest in, and viewing of, the 
T.V. program, "Sesame Street. " These data will be presented at the 
conclusion of the three sections of child rearing practices . 
To tal responses by ''blue collar'' adolescents 
toward child reari ng practices 
The find ings under this topi c a ppear in Tab le 9, page 88 . 
As a whole, it seems that the fifteen through seventeen-year old 
11 blue collar" adolescent has some quite fav orab le attitudes toward 
child rearing practice s. There is no way of ascertaining how or where 
these attitudes were developed but the regards to all 24 statements, 
the total sample did indicate some positive insights in the area of 
child care. 
Statemen t l read, "The major benefit of stories for preschool 
children is the entertainment which i t provides for them . " The "blue 
collar" adolescents recorded 61.7 percen t as agreeing with this state-
ment. Only 38 . 1 percent rejected the s tatement. If this statement 
and its related findings were considered as be ing indicative of the 
attitudes of the sample to the subject of stories and t heir purpose 
Table 9. "Blue col lar" adolescent responses concerning child rearing practices . N = 304 : 
146 males and 158 female s 
Strongly Strongly 
Agree Ag r ee Disagree Disagree 
I tern Main Idea of Statement il % il % il 7o il % 
Major benefit of stories is entertainment . 40 13 . l 148 '•8.6 104 34 . 2 12 3.9 
Before age five, children are not influenced 
by shaming, neglect , etc. 8 2 . 6 16 5.2 95 31.2 185 60. 8 
The intelligence of a child is a product of 
his experiences and his heredity 63 20.7 163 53.6 60 19. 7 18 5.9 
4 Best toy is one that provides entertainment 39 12.8 136 44 . 7 118 38.8 11 3 . 6 
5 Children should be periodically taken to a 
doctor 132 43 . 4 144 47.3 27 8.8 l 0.3 
6 When children persist in t hings you don't 
want them to do, guide them into another 
activity 82 26 . 9 160 52 . 6 51 16.7 11 3.6 
Best toy is one that provides opportunity for 
discovery and learning 163 53 . 6 120 39 . 4 21 6 . 9 0 0.0 
8 Childrens language skills are developed by 
being t alked to • 169 55.5 124 40.7 ll 3 . 6 0 o.o 
9 Importan t that there shall not be more than 
2 children per family in future . 21 6.9 29 9 . 5 106 34.8 148 48.6 
10 Three year old girls can cry, but two year 
old boys should not . 6 1.9 4 1.3 132 43.4 162 53 . 2 
11 Self image of child is determined by how 
ot hers f eel . 106 34.8 160 52.6 33 10 . 8 5 1.6 
12 Just a s much father's responsibility to 00 00 
raise children as it is the mother's 199 65.4 83 27.3 20 6 . 5 2 0 . 6 
13 Preschool children should be seen and not 
heard lO 3 . 2 22 7. 2 112 36.8 160 52.6 
Table 9, Continue.d 
Strongly Strongly 
Agree Agree Di sagxee Di sagree 
I tE.rn Ma in Ided of Statement II 7, II 7. II 7. II 7. 
14 Young children t hal don't mind should be 
s panked . 30 9 . 8 133 43.7 105 34.5 36 11.8 
15 Children who ar e read to and have s torie s 
told to them will be advanced in language 
ability . 92 30.2 173 56,9 34 ll.l 5 1.6 
16 Children learn very little until they reach 
two or three years of age 7 2.3 32 10,5 118 38.8 147 48,3 
17 A ch i ld's intelligence is a product of his 
experiences ~ 74 24.3 157 51.6 60 19.7 13 4 . 2 
18 When children persist , best thing to do 
is spank them . 18 5.9 101 33.2 150 49.3 35 11.5 
19 A child's intelligence i s produc t of 
heredity , not experiences . ll 3.6 48 15.7 148 48.6 97 31.9 
20 All ri ght for girl in kinderga r ten to cry 
but a boy should not . 2 0.6 24 7.8 179 58.8 99 32.5 
21 More important for mother to be a good 
parent than for a father 9 2 . 9 38 12. 5 113 37 . 1 144 47 . 3 
22 Most desirable number of children for future 
is two or less . 16 5.2 36 ll. 8 124 40.7 128 42.1 
23 Story telling and reading to children is 
basical ly a feminine activity • 3 0,9 36 11.8 168 55 . 2 97 31.9 
24 Most desirable number of children for the 
future is four to six . 30 9,8 153 50.3 88 28 . 9 33 10 . 8 "' 
"' 
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for small children , a warped assumption would be formed . Even though 
this statement seems to express the attitude that the major purpose 
and benefit of stories for children is restricted to entertainment, 
the adolescents expanded on this idea with respect to the way they 
recorded their responses to another statement that dealt with stories . 
Statement 15 was related Lo s latement 1. It states , "Children 
who have stories told to them , or read to t hem, are likely to be more 
advanced in language ability than those who do not by the time they 
are old enough for school ." A total of 87.1 percent of the 304 
adolescents "strongly agreed" or "agreed" with t hi s sta temen t. When 
a statement was given of a speci fic nature with respect to the value 
of reading to children, the "blue collar" adolescents agreed with it, 
but with respect to the major benefit of stories for children, they 
felt that t he factor of entertainment was the prime reason stories are 
read to c hildren. It would have been interesting to see how the "bl ue 
collar" adoles cents' attitudes would have been recorded had another 
statement been included in the que stionnaire dealing with the real 
purpose of stories for small children. This was not done, however, 
and only statements l and 15 dealt with the topic of stories and their 
role with smal l children. 
The next related area deals with statements 2 and ll. These 
two statements look at the sub ject of the self image of a child . 
Statement 2 reads, "Until a child is five years old, he i s too young 
lo be influenced or hurt by such tnings as scolding , s haming , not 
being liked, or neglected." A total of 92 . 0 percent of the adolescents 
11 di sagreed 11 or "strongly disagreed" with th i s sta tement. It was 
inLere sl.ing to note that 60,8 percent of this total was recorded in 
the "strongly disagree" column . Only 7.8 percent of the students 
"agreed" with statement 2 . Statement 11 read, "HoY7 a child feel s 
about himself is determined mostly by how others feel about him ." 
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To this statement, 87.2 percent of the sample 11 agreed" or "strongly 
agreed.'' With res pect to this statement, the major portion of the 
sample or 52 . 6 percent, "agreed," with only 34 . 8 percent "strongly 
agreed ." With respect to the subject of a child ' s self image , the 
"blue collar" adolescents seem to be aware of the fact that the atti-
tudes and feelings toward a child by those around him have real impact 
on the child ' s feelings towards himself . 
The next child rearing topic considered in the questionnaire was 
that of the intelligence of a child. This was looked at with regards 
of the factors of expe<iences that a child has had, plus the id ea of 
intelligence being a product of heredity. Statements 3, 17, and 19 
apply to this area . Statement 3 read, "The intelligence of a child 
when he is o ld enough to enter school is about as much a product of 
the kind of experiences he has had between birth and age six as it is 
a product of his heredity. 11 This statement asked the "blue collar" 
adolescent to agree or di sagree that intelligence was a product of 
experiences plus heredity. To statement 3, 74 . 3 percent of the 
adolescents 11 agreed 11 or "strongly agreed " that this was so. Statement 
17 put the main emphasis of intelligence as being a product of a 
child's experiences , not his heredity . It stated, "A child's intelli-
gence is a product of his experiences , not his heredity . ~~ To th is 
statement, the ado l escents recorded 75.9 percent as being "agreed 11 
that this was indeed the factor for the development of a child 's 
intelligence. Statement 19 reversed the wording and put the emphasis 
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on heredity. It stated, "The child's intelligence, when he is old 
enough to enter school , is a produc t of his heredity, and the kind of 
experiences which he has had between bir t h and age s ix will not 
influence hi s I.Q." To statement 19, a total of 80.5 percent of the 
"blue collar" ado lescen ts "d isagreed 11 or "s trongly di sagreed. 11 The 
adolescents in t hi s study agreed that intelligence was a product of 
heredity and experiences and they disagreed that he redity was the 
main dete r mining fa ctor of a child's intelli gence. This indicates 
that the "blue collar" adole scent does not feel that a child's I.Q. 
i s passed on to him by his parents and that regardle ss of what a 
c hild exper iences , hi s intel ligence is fixed because of heredity. 
The next child rearing prac tice investigated was that of toys 
and their relationship to children. Statements 4 and 7 dealt with 
this a s pec t. Statement 4 read, "The bes t kind of t oy to select for 
a c hild is one which will provide entertainment for him." A total 
of 67.5 pe r cent of the adolescents ''agree d'' with thi s s tatement. 
Statement 7 pul the emphasis of a good toy a s being "one which will 
provide opportunities for discovery and learning.n To statement 7, 
93 .0 pe rcent of the s ampl e "agreed" or "s trongly agreed" with this 
statemen t . Interestingly enough, 53 .6 percent of the total sample 
checked the '' st rongly agree" column . There seems to be a slight 
di screpancy between the real purpo se of a toy to select for a child, 
either being that of entertainment or one which will provide oppor-
tunities for discovery and learning. The adolescents recorded 93.0 
percen t for di scovery and l ea rning and only 67 . 5 percent in favor 
of a toy for entertainment. A difference of 25.5 percent a ppears 
between t he two statements . Even though the sampl e wa s in agreement 
with the entertainment aspec t a s a purpose of a toy, the adolescents 
were in more agreement with the fact that the best purpose of a toy 
wa s the educational learning that was derived for the toy. 
Statement 5 stated , "Children should be taken to a doc tor 
per iodi ca lly for examination, even though there are no evident signs 
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of illnes s ." It had no counter statement centered around the same 
i dea , so the replies of the adol escents to statement 5 will have to 
stand as be i ng indicative of their overall attitudes to the main idea 
of this sta tement. A total of 90.7 percent of the adolescents "agreed" 
or " s trongly agreed" with this statement . The majority of this 90 . 7 
percent or 47.3 percent ''agreed'' and the remaining 43.4 percent 
"strongly agreed." It was interesting to note that even though 90.7 
pe r cent agreed, 9 .1 pe r cent disagreed . 
Statements 6, 14, and 18 sampled the attitudes of the "blue 
collar" adoles cents with regards to the subj ect of discipline. Sta te-
ment 6 sta ted, "When children persis t in doing something you don't 
want them to do, the bes t a pproach is to guide them into another 
ac tivity.'' To the idea of rechanneling a child's interests to solve 
a problem, the adole scents recorded 79. 5 percent as being "agreed" 
with this procedure. Statement 14 asked about spank ing , "When young 
children don't mind, they shou ld be s panked." Only 53 . 5 percent of 
the sample "agreed" that this was the thing to do when a chil d didn't 
mind. Statement 18 read as follows· "When children persist in doing 
something you don't want them to do , the best approach is to teach 
them a lesson by giving them a spanking . " A total of 60.8 percent of 
the students 11 disagreed" or "strongly di sagreed " with this statement. 
The r e is no exact way of knowing why the adolescents agreed to the 
s imp le idea found in statemen t 14, but disagreed to the idea of 
s panking a child when it appears in a more complex statement as it 
did in statement 18. It appears that the "blue collar" adolescents 
are in more agreement that redirection of a c hild from one activity 
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to another is the best way to handle a c hild that is doing something 
you do not want him to do. They also favor spanking in and of itself, 
but when it is used to teach a child a lesson, they disagree with thi s . 
Only one c lear-c ut statement was used to s ample the adole scen t' s 
attitudes towa r ds the subject of language skills. Statement 8 read, 
"Children develop language skills by being talked to and having some-
one listen to them." A total of 96.2 percent of the sampl e "agreed" 
or " strong ly agreed '' that the language of a chi ld is developed in 
connections with being talked to or listened to . This percentage 
was one of the highest recorded with regards to any of the 24 s tate-
ments. A total of 55 . 5 percent of the res ponses were reco rded in the 
"s trongly agree 11 column . 
In res ponding to statement s 9 , 22, and 24, when the students 
indicated their personal attitudes, they reflected their religious 
attitudes as well. These three sta tements asked for attitudes 
towards the size of a family by chi ldren in the future. Statement 
9 read, "it is important that there shall not be more than two chil-
dren per family in the future." A total of 83 . 4 percent "disagreed" 
wi th this statement and 48.6 percent " s trong ly disagreed." Statement 
22 stated, "The most desirable number of children in families of the 
future is two children or fewer per family." The adolescents again 
di sagreed. They recorded 82 .8 percent as being opposed to this 
statement . Here again, the highest percen tage was recorded in the 
"::;,. t.rongly disagree 11 c olumn. Statement 24 increased the family 
s ize by children when it stated, "The most desirable number of chil-
dren in families of the future is four to six c hildren per family. 11 
Even though there was a marked reduction to the degree of how they 
answered the statement, 60,1 percent agreed that a family of four 
to six c hildren per couple was the ideal family size for a family of 
the future . It appears that the "blue collar" adolescent has very 
strong feelings about limitation of family size to a small number 
of c hildren, 
Two statements, number 10 and 20, sampled the adolescents' 
att itud es concerning the idea that the masculine role of the male 
chi ld should restrict his freedoms of crying, but the feminine role 
of the female child gives her t he right to cry when she i s hurt. 
Statement 10 stated , "It is all right for a three--year old girl to 
cry when she is hurt or sad, but a boy sho uld not cry . 11 The "b lue 
collar" adolescents did not seem to think thi s was the case because 
96,6 percent (the highest response to any of the 24 s tatements) of 
them di sagreed with this statement. Statement 20 increased the age 
of the girl and boy, but its main idea was very s i milar to that of 
statement 10. It read, "It is all right for a girl in kindergarten 
or first grade to cry when she is hurt or sad, but a boy should not 
cry ." A total of 91.3 percent di sagreed to statement 20 and 58.8 
percent of the disagreement was recorded in the "disagree 11 column . 
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The factor of the increased age of the children, plu s the masculine 
and feminine roles, may have been the reason for this decrease in 
percentage. Regardless of the reason , the adolescents in this study 
feel that a sma ll boy s hould be allowed to cry when hurt just the same 
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as a little girl. The adolescents do not seem to feel that because a 
boy is a boy, he should not cry when he is hurt. They do not seem 
stereo-typed with regards to the masculine role versus the feminine 
role. 
A series of three statements, 12, 21, and 23 were used to deter-
mine the attitudes of the "blue collar" adolescents toward the role 
of a fa ther in connection with child rearing practices . Statement 12 
read as follows: "It is just as much the father's responsibility to 
help raise the chi ldren as it i s the mother's . 1' The adolescents were 
very supportive of this statement because 92 . 7 percent "agreed" with 
the statement and 65.4 percent of this total was recorded in the 
"strongly agree" column. Statement 21 read, "It is more important for 
a mother to be a good paren t than for a father to be a good parent." 
The adolescents did not feel that this was so because 84 .4 percent of 
this tota l was in the "strongly disagree" column . Sta tement 23 was 
somewha t different in some regards when it sampled the attitudes of 
the adolescents with respect, not necessarily to a father's role 
versus a mother's rol e, to masculine versus feminine responsibility 
in telling stories to children , or read ing to them . It states , 
11 Telling stories to children, or reading to them, is basically a 
feminine activity and should be done mostly by women or girls . " To 
this statement , 87 . 1 percent of the ado lescents "disagreed" or 
11 slrongly disagreed." The "blue collar" adolescents place emphasis 
on the role of a father in helping to raise his children , and indi-
cate from their responses a united effort between a mother and 
falher with res pect to child rearing practices in a family . They 
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also feel that the male members of the family have just as much 
responsibility when it comes to telling stories or reading to younger 
children in the family as do the f emale members of the f amily . 
Statement 13 was put in the questionnaire to see if the often 
quoted saying, "young children should be seen and not heard," had 
bearing or place in the general attitudes of young people today. 
The entire statement read, "With children who are too young to go 
to school, the old saying that ' children should be seen and not heard' 
should be applied." The old saying seems to be a thing of the pas t 
because 89 . 4 percent of the adolescents rejected the statement with 
52 . 6 percen t of this total registered in the "strongly disagree" 
co l umn. St atemen t 16 read , "Children learn very little until they 
are two or three years old, so all they need is to be kept clean , 
well fed, and givmplenty of rest until they are t wo years o l d . " A 
total of 87 .l percent "disagreed with this statement and 48.3 percent 
"strongly disagreed." Even though the adolescents rejected the commen t s 
on this statement, it was surprising to see that 12.8 percent of the 
adolescen ts ''agreed" with this sta t ement . 
In general, it can be seen t hat the ''blue collar'' adolescents of 
ages fifteen through seventeen have some good bas i c insights in to t he 
subjec t of child rearing practices . 
"Blue col l ar" adolescent atti t udes to child 
r-earing practices as de t ermined by age 
sophomores versus senior s 
The sample for this section consisted of 153 sophomores and 151 
seniors . Age of the adolescen t was used as the de t ermining f acto r for 
the data that appears in Table 10, page 98 . 
Table 10. "Blue collar" adolescent re s ponses to ch i ld rearing practices by age-- s ophomores 
versus seniors. N = 304: 153 s ophomores and 151 seniors 
Strongly Strongly Degrees 
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree 
x2 
Level of of 
I tern Age II fo II fo II fo II fo Significance Freedom 
Sophomores 20 13.2 88 57.3 42 27.6 3 2.0 11.10 Exceeds .01 
Seniors 20 13 . 1 60 39.9 62 41.2 9 5.8 
Sophomores 4 2 . 6 9 5 . 8 55 35.8 85 55.7 
Seniors 4 2. 5 7 4.9 40 27.1 100 64.4 
3 Sophomores 26 17 .l 86 56.2 34 22.2 7 4.6 
Seniors 37 23.8 77 51.4 26 17.2 ll 7. 5 
4 Sophomores 22 14.3 85 55.5 42 27.6 4 2. 7 14 . 38 Exceeds . 001 
Seniors 17 10.9 51 34.5 76 50.4 7 4 . 2 
Sophomores 62 40.6 78 50.9 12 7.8 l 0.6 
Seniors 70 46.3 66 43.8 15 9.9 0 o.o 
6 Sophomores 35 23.1 89 57.9 25 16 .4 4 2.6 
Seniors 47 30.1 71 46.9 26 18.0 7 5.0 
Sophomores 73 4 7. 9 62 41.5 18 11.6 0 0.0 
Seniors 90 59.2 58 38.7 3 2.1 0 o.o 
8 Sophomores 70 45 . 9 73 47 . 5 10 6 . 5 0 0 . 0 8. 74 Exceeds .02 
Seniors 99 64 . 6 51 34.6 l 0.7 0 o.o 
9 Sophomores 6 3.9 20 13 . 0 56 36.5 7l 46.7 8.56 Exceeds .05 3 
Seniors 15 10 . l 9 6.3 50 34 . 0 77 49 . 5 
10 Sophomores 3 2.0 2 1. 3 66 42 . 8 82 54.0 
Seniors 3 2. l 2 1.5 66 45.1 80 51.3 
ll Sophomores 45 29.4 85 55 . 5 20 13 . l 3 1.9 
"' Seniors 61 39 . 5 75 50.8 13 8.5 2 1.2 
"" 
12 Sophomores 94 61.6 46 29.9 ll 7. 2 2 1.3 
Seniors 95 69 . 5 37 24 . 5 9 5 . 9 0 o.o 
Tab le lO . Continued 
Strongly Strongly Degrees 
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree 
x2 
Level of of 
Item Age II fo II % II fo II % Signif icance Freedom 
13 Sophomores 8 5 .1 12 7 . 9 66 43 . 1 67 43 . 9 9.78 Exceeds .01 
Seniors 2 1.5 10 6 . 3 46 31.1 93 61.0 
14 Sophomores 13 8 . 4 76 49 . 7 44 28 . 7 20 13 . 1 
Seniors 17 11.4 57 38 . 1 61 44 . 8 16 10 . 7 
15 Sophomores 45 29 . 4 85 55 . 5 21 13 . 8 2 1.3 
Seniors 47 30.2 88 58 . 7 13 9.0 3 2 .l 
16 Sophomores 4 2.6 18 ll. 7 7l 46 . 3 60 39.4 10 .46 Exceeds .0 l 
Seniors 3 2 . l 14 9 . 5 47 31.4 87 57.0 
17 Sophomores 37 24 . 3 86 56.1 24 15 . 7 6 3 . 9 
Seniors 37 24 . 8 71 45 . 9 36 24 . 4 7 4.7 
18 Sophomores 10 6 . 5 60 39. l 67 43 . 8 16 10.5 
Seniors 8 5 . 6 41 28 . 0 83 54 . 5 19 ll.8 
19 Sophomores 5 3 . 2 31 20 . 3 74 47 . 7 44 38 . 7 
Senio rs 6 4 .1 17 11.7 75 49 . 8 53 34 . 3 
20 Sophomores l 0 .6 10 6 . 5 90 58 . 2 52 34 .2 
Seniors l 0 . 7 14 9 . 8 89 59 . 9 47 29 . 7 
21 Sophomores 7 4.6 27 17 . 5 55 35 . 9 64 42 . 1 11.18 Exceeds . 01 
Seni ors 2 1.3 ll 7 . 4 58 39 . l 80 52.2 
22 Sophomores 7 4 . 5 20 13 . 0 68 44 . 5 58 39 .o 
Seniors 9 5 . 9 16 ll . 5 56 37.5 70 45.1 
23 Sophomor es 3 2. 0 22 14 . 2 87 56 . 9 41 26.9 
Senior s 0 o . o 14 9.9 81 54 . 1 56 36.0 
24 Sophomor es 17 ll.O 77 50 . 3 44 28 . 8 15 9 . 8 
Seniors 13 8. 2 76 50 . 3 44 30 . 3 18 11.6 
'"' 
'"' 
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The age factor between sophomore and senior adolescents did not 
seem to be significant when the entire section of child rearing 
practices was examined . However, some very interesting differences 
are present, Out of the 24 statements, a signif i cant difference, 
between the responses of the two groups , was found in response to 
seven of the statements . This significant difference appers with 
respect to statements 1, 4, 8, 9, 13, 16 , and 21 . Each of these 
s ignificant statements will be reviewed and the cause of the differ-
ences will be interpreted . 
Statement l stated, "The major benefit of stories for preschool 
children is the entertainment which i t provides for them." The sopho-
more samp le , 11 agreed" with this statement with a recorded 70 . 5 percent. 
The seniors, on the other hand, records only 53 . 0 percen t as being in 
"agreement . " The 47.0 percent "disagreement" on behalf of the seniors 
made the significant di~ference between the two age groups . It appears 
that the age difference between seniors and sophomores prompts them 
to view the importance of stories for chi ldren in somewhat of a 
different way . The main idea of entertainment from storie s is more 
appl icable to the sophomore age group than it is to the senior age 
group . The seniors seem to have greater insi ght , The significan t 
chi- square difference between the two group s exceeds the ,01 level , 
Sta tement 4 dealt with toys and stated, "The best kind of toy 
to select for a child is one which will provide entertainment for 
him ." Here, again, the idea of entertainment appealed to the majority 
of the sophomore sample, They recorded 69,8 percent as being "agreed " 
to statement 4, The seniors rejected the statement with a total 
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of 54.6 percent of them either "disagreeing" or "strongly disagree-
ing" with the statement. It would appear that the seniors view the 
funcl ion of a toy as somethi ng over and above the sole purpose of 
entertaini ng a child. This positive aspect versus the negative aspect 
between the two age groups was signifi cant and exceeded the . 001 
level . 
With respect to statement 8, "Children develop language skills 
by being talked to and having someone listen to them," the age differ-
ences again showed up in favor of the seniors. The senior adoles-
cents almost unanimously 11 agreed " with this statement. They rec orded 
64.6 percent in the "strongly agree" column and 34 . 6 percent in the 
"agree 11 column for a total of 99.2 percent. Only one senior student 
disagreed with this statement . The sophomores were also in agreement 
with the statement but not to the degree that was recorded by the 
senio r adolescents . The sop homore s recorded 45 . 9 percent in the 
"s trongly agree" column and 47 . 5 percent in the "agree" column. Thi s 
represents 93.4 percent as agreeing and 6 . 5 percent disagreeing . It 
would seem that t he difference in t he age on the part of the senior 
sample gives them the edge in visualizing and recognizing the role of 
language development in children. The significant difference between 
the two samp les exceeded the .02 level . 
As to statement 9, the differences that occurred between the t wo 
age groups we r e significan t at the . 05 level. Statement 9 read, "It 
is important that there s hall not be more than two children per family 
in the future." The main chi- s quare difference occurred between t he 
two grou ps in the "strongly agree" and "agree" columns . A total of 
10.1 percent of t he seniors "strongly a greed " compared to only 3.9 
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percent for the sophomores. The same marked difference appears in 
the "agree" column with the sophomores being higher percentage wise 
than the seniors. Both groups recorded only minor differences in the 
"disagree" and "strongly disagree" columns. A total of 83.5 percent 
of Lhe seniors and 83.2 percent of the sophomores disagreed. Both 
adolescent groups recorded the hi ghest percentages in any of th e four 
co lumns, in the "strongly disagree" column. 
The sophomore s&mpl e recorded 13.0 percent of its total as being 
"agreed" to statement 13. It read, "With children who were too young 
to go to school, and the old saying that ' children should be seen and 
not heard' s hould be applied." Only 7.8 percent of the seniors held 
similar opinions. The contrast between the sophomore ' s attitudes of 
"disagreen and "strongly disagree 11 was only . 8 percent. This is 
marked by a 31 . 0 percent hi gher tabulation of responses in the "strongly 
di sagree" column over the "agree" column . This significant difference 
exceeds the .01 level. The seniors' sample indicated more i nsi ght and 
understanding, with regards to statement 13, than did the younger 
sophomores . 
A similar difference occurred between the two age groups with 
respect to statement 16. The senior majority was found in the "strongly 
disagree " column. Statement 16 stated , "Child ren learn very little 
until they are two or three years old , so all they need is to be kept 
clean, well fed, and given plenty of rest until they are two years old." 
Even t hough both groups recorded the majority of their responses in the 
negative co lumns, t he sophomores tended to take a mo~e uninformed view 
of the si tuation with the seniors expressing a more favorable attitude. 
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The differences in attitudes between the sophomore and senior samples 
exceeded the .01 level. 
The only other significant difference between the two samples 
came in connection to statement 21 which stated, "It is more impor-
tant for a mother to be a good parent than for a father to be a good 
parent." Both group s 11 disagreed" with the statement , but again, 
the senior attitudes differed from tho se of the sophomores i n the 
maturity of their point of view. A total of 91.3 percent of the 
seniors opposed the statement, while only 78.0 percent of the sopho-
mores op posed the statement. A total of 22.1 percent of the sopho-
mores put the responsibility of being a good parent on the shoulders 
of the mother . Thi s compares to only 8.7 percent of the seniors 
placing a mother over a father on the sub ject of be a good parent. 
These differences were significant and exceeded the .01 level. 
Had a hypothesis been formulated dealing with age as a determining 
factor of differences in attitudes between senior and sophomor e adoles-
cents , the data would s how that usually both group s responded quite 
simi larly in expressing attitudes toward child rearing practices. 
The main difference that appeared , however , indicated that the senior 
sample demonstrated greater awareness and maturity in most areas in 
which differences were found . Also, the seniors were more committed 
to being either strongly agreed or strongly disagreed,while the 
sophomores' ~cures fluctuated between the agree and disagree columns. 
The older adolescents reflect their maturity by indicating greater 
insight or understanding than is these of the younger group. 
11 Blue collar" adolescent responses 
to child rearing practices by sex--
male versus female 
Thi s area compares males to female s as to their basic a t titudes 
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of child rearing practices . The sampl es for this comparison were made 
up of 146 male adolescen ts and 158 female adolescents. The female 
sample was composed of all s eni or and sophomore girls uf the "b l ue 
co llar" ca tegory and the same ba sic senior and sophomore "blue collar 11 
category and the same ta. sic senior and sophomore "blue collar" group-
ing was used for the male sample. Refer to Table l l , page 105 . 
At first glance , the chi-square portion of Table ll ap pears to 
be quite impre ss ive. Out of 24 s ta temen t s under comparison , with 
respect to the sex of the adolescent , signif icant differences appea r 
between t he male and female s amples in sixteen cases . Out of these 
sixteen differences, four of them were significant at the . 05 l eve l, 
one was significant at the .02 level , four were significant at the . Ol 
leve l, and seven of the significant differences exceeded the . 001 level. 
The basic diff erences between the male and female sampl e in this 
secti on s eems to be the fact that the f emale s seem more informed about 
general chi ld rearing practi ces than do the ma les . Thi s basic gen-
eral trend can be seen by way of sta t ement l, and will be true of most 
of the other statements . To statement 1, ''The major benefit of s torie s 
for preschool children is the entertainment which it provid es for them." 
The male sample recorded 65 . 6 percent as agreeing that thi s was so , 
with only 57 . 8 pe r cent of the f emales indicating app roval of th e s tate-
ment . The difference of a hi gher percent of male a pp roval over female 
approval cau sed a signif i cant difference between th e two samples at 
the .05 level. 
Table 11. "Blue c ollar " adolescent responses to child rear ing pract i ces by sex-- male versus 
female. N = 304: male 146 and female 158 
Strongly Strongly Degrees 
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree 
x2 
Level of of 
Item Sex II 7. II 7. II 7. II 7. Significance Freedom 
Male 15 10.3 82 55 .2 46 32 .2 3 2. 2 6 . 51 .05 
Female 25 15 . 9 66 41.9 58 36.5 9 5.2 
Male 3 2.0 12 8 . 1 57 38.7 74 51 . 1 12.20 Exceeds .0 1 
Female 5 3 . 1 4 2 . 5 38 24.2 111 70 .0 
3 Male 20 13 . 9 82 46 . 1 33 22 . 3 11 7. 7 9.50 Exceeds . 05 3 
Female 43 27 .o 81 51.5 27 l7 . 5 7 4.4 
4 Male 20 13 . 3 76 51.4 50 30.3 0 0 . 0 7 . 94 . 02 
Female 19 11.9 60 38.5 68 42 . 7 11 6.9 
Male 60 41.4 70 47 . 7 15 10 . 2 1 0.6 
Female 72 45.5 74 47.0 12 7. 5 0 o.o 
6 Male 23 16 . 0 87 58 . 7 29 20 . 3 7 5.0 18 . 19 Greatly 
Female 59 37 . 2 74 46 . 1 22 14 . 1 4 2 . 6 Exceeds . 00 l 
Male 71 49. 1 60 41.1 J 5 9 . 8 0 o.o 6 . 17 . 05 
Female 92 58 . 0 60 38 . 1 6 3 . 9 0 o.o 
8 Mal e 66 45 . 8 74 50 . 1 6 3 . 9 0 0 . 0 12 . 35 Exceeds . 01 
Female 103 64 . 7 50 31.9 5 3 . 3 0 0 . 0 
9 Male 12 8 . 4 23 15 . 4 62 42 . 5 49 33.6 29. 88 Greatly 
Female 9 5 . 5 6 3 . 9 44 28 . 0 99 62 .6 Exceeds . 00 l 3 
10 Male 4 2 . 8 3 2 . 1 88 60 .2 51 29.9 37 . 89 Greatly 
Female 2 1.3 1 0.7 42 2 7. 7 111 70 . 4 Exceeds . 00 1 j_ :; 
11 Male 43 29 . 6 88 60 . 4 14 9 . 5 1 0 . 6 U> 
Female 63 39 . 8 72 45 . 9 19 12. 1 4 2 . 5 
Table ll. Continued 
Strongly Strongly Degrees 
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree 
x2 
Level of of 
I tern Sex II % II 7. II 7. II % Signifi cance Freedom 
12 Male 88 60 ,9 47 31.7 9 6,1 2 1.3 
Female lll 70.2 36 22.7 ll 7 . 0 0 o.o 
13 Male 8 1 · 3 6 4,1 64 43.1 68 ~u 5,99 ,0 5 Female 2 . 3 16 10.1 48 30 . 92 
14 Male 17 11.7 66 45.0 47 32,3 16 11.0 
Female 13 8 , 1 67 43 , 3 58 46.2 20 12.8 
15 Male :>6 24.4 88 60 .4 18 12.4 4 4.8 
Female 56 35,2 85 53.8 16 10.4 l 0,6 
16 Male 5 3.4 21 14.3 62 41.9 58 40,4 12,69 Exceeds .o 1 
Female 2 1.3 ll 6,9 56 35.8 89 56,0 
17 Male 33 23.0 7l 57.7 33 23.1 9 6,1 
Female 41 26 .1 86 54 .3 27 17,0 4 2 .5 
18 Male 12 8,2 60 40,8 66 45 .5 8 5,4 18.58 Exceeds . 001 3 
Female 6 3 ,9 41 27.3 84 52 . 8 27 16.9 
19 Male 7 4.8 25 17.1 73 60 ,1 41 27.9 
Female 4 2 . 5 23 14.9 75 47 . 4 56 35.1 
20 Male 2 1.3 17 11.9 100 69,0 27 18,3 28,99 Exceeds ,001 
Female 0 o.o 7 4.4 79 50.0 72 46 ,6 
21 Male 4 2,6 24 15 , 9 64 46 , 0 54 37,5 14,24 Exceeds , 001 
Female 5 3 . 3 14 9 . 0 49 31.0 90 56,8 
22 Male 9 6 ,1 26 18 . 0 62 42 . 4 49 33 . 5 14 . 89 Exceeds . 01 3 
Female 7 4. 7 10 6,5 62 39 . 6 79 49 , 6 
23 Male 2 1.3 28 19 , 0 82 56 , 3 34 23 , 4 19 , 60 Exceeds , 001 
Female l 0 . 7 8 5 .1 86 54.7 63 39.5 
24 Male 15 9.9 73 50,0 46 31.9 12 8.2 
Female 15 9 , 3 80 50,6 42 26.7 21 13.2 
'""' 0 
"' 
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Using the above information relevant to statement l as an 
example, it will be noted that the direction of both male and female 
sampl es was agreeing or posi tive. Thi s directional similari ty will 
be the s ame wilh respect to all 24 of the statement s . Whenever the 
female adole scents disagreed, so did Lhe male sample, and when the 
females agreed, so did the males. The significant differences were 
caused by a degree difference between the groups, not because of any 
directional reversal. 
With statement 2, "Until a child is five years old , he is too 
young to be influenced or hurt by such things as scolding, shaming , 
not being liked, or neglected," Here again, the female sample was 
higher than the male sample a s to the degree of the disagreement. A 
total of 94,2 percent of the female sample "di sagreed" with the state-
ment with an impressive 70 .0 percent of this total being recorded in 
the "strongly disagree 11 column . The male sample recorded a total 
rejection percentage of 89 . 8 percent, but only 51 .1 percent of this 
came by way of the "strongly disagree" column . Both samples rejected 
the statement, but the female sample seemed to have more insi ght into 
t he aspect of a child's self image , The significant differences 
between the two samples exceeded the .01 level. 
To statement 3, "The intelligence of a child when he is old 
enough to enter school is about as much a product of the kind of 
experiences he has had between birth and age six as it is a product 
of hi s heredi ty ," was agreed to by both adolescent samples. The 
males recorded 60,0 percent as agreeing with the statement, while the 
female sample recorded 78 ,5 percent . The degree of difference between 
the two sample s was signifi cant and exceeded the ,05 level . 
With statemenL 4 , the male sample recorded 64.7 percent as 
agreeing, with only 50.4 percent of the females agreeing. The 
females almost rejected Lhe statement, "The best kind of toy to 
select for a child is one which will provi de entertainment for 
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him," while almost two-thirds of the male sample agreed. The females 
seemed to view other functions for a toy than thaL uf t::!Tltt::!rtainment . 
This can be seen by looking at Table ll and comparing the percentages 
between the two groups with statement 7 which put the emphasis of a 
toy as being that of providing opportuni ties for discovery and learning . 
With regards to statement 4, the differences recorded between the two 
groups were s ignificant at the .02 level. 
To statement 5, no significant difference was found, with both 
samples recording very similar totals in all four columns of the 
response spaces . Both of the samples ''agreed'' that ''children should 
be taken to a doctor periodical ly for examination even though there 
are no evident signs of illness ." The female samp l e recorded 92.5 
percent agreement , with 89 .1 percent agreement recorded by the male 
sample . It was interesting to note that in our day of preventive 
medicine , 10.8 percent of the male sample and 7 . 5 percent of the 
female sample ''disagreed'' with this statement. 
The calculated chi- square difference between the adolescents 
to statement 6 exceeded the .001 level. Both of the samples were 
positive with the statement that "when children persist in doing 
something you don't want them to do, the best approach is to gu ide 
them into another activity." The female sample was again more 
positive with the statement with 83.3 percent of the total sample 
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in agreement and the 74 . 7 percent for the males. This same differ-
ence can also be seen by maki ng reference to statements 14 and 18. 
The male sample favors s panking a child to a greater degree than does 
the female sample. 
Statement 7 stated, "the best kind of toy to selec t for a 
chil d is one wh ich will provi de opportunities for di scovery and 
learning . " The fema le adol escent "agreed" with a total of 96.1 per-
cent. The male sample al so "agr eed" with 90 . 2 percent in favor of 
t he statement . Only six of the 158 female ado lescents "di sagr eed," 
wherea s , fifteen of the 146 male sample were negative with the state-
ment . The difference in streng th be tween the sampl es with res pec t 
to agreement or disagreement was signif icant at the .05 l evel . 
A]most unanimous agreement by both g roup s wa s recorded to state-
ment 8. The total percent of a greemen t was almos t identi cal be tween 
the adolescents , with 96 . 6 percent of the female samp le and 95 . 9 per-
cent of the male sample agreeing with the statement. A chi - square 
difference doe s appear which exceeds the . 01 l eve l. Thi s is because 
of the differences that appear between the samples in the " st rong ly 
agree'' and ''agree'' columns. A total of 64 . 7 percent of the ''blue 
collar" female adolescen t s 11 s trongly agreed;' whi le on ly 45 . 8 percent 
of t he male adolescents checked that column . A comparable difference 
appears in the "agree 11 co l umn . The female ad olescents ' attitude s are 
more positive with r egards to language development than were the 
at t itud es of the male ad ol escents . 
Statemen t 9 r ead , "It is important that there shall not be more 
than two children per family i n the fu ture . " The male sampl e took 
more of a positive stand to t hi s issue, while the f ema le sample 
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r ecorded very strong attitudes of disagreement with this statement . 
A lotal of 62 . 6 percent of t he total 90.6 percent rejection of the 
f emale s ample, was rec orded in the "strongly disagree 11 column. The 
males recorded on l y 33.6 percent of their 76.1 percent rej ection i n 
t he same column. The attitudes of the "blue collar" female adoles-
cPnt are very s trong when it comes to the issue of desired family 
s ize . 
If the reader is looking for marke d contrasts, he is r e fer red 
to s tatement 10. Because of the lack of sufficient numbers and per-
centages appearing in t he "agree" and "strongly agree " columns , the 
chi- s quare calculations were run between the two samples with respect 
to only the "d isagree" and 11 Strongly disagree" co lumns . The standard 
beginning of the . 001 level c olumn on a x2 probab ility chart is 
10 . 8 27 at the 1 degree of free dom ca l culations . A figure of 37 . 89 
wa s ca l culated between the two sample s to statement 10 , which great l y 
exceeds the . 001 level. Again, the male samp le was less positive as 
c ompared to the female s ample in connection with t he s tatement, "It 
is all ri ght for a three year old to cry when s he is hurt or sad, 
but a boy s hould not cry . " The male sample "disagreed," with 90 . 1 
percent of their r esponse fa l ling on the negative side of the response 
sheet , but they were conservative because onl y 29 . 9 percent of th is 
was "strongly di sagreed" to the statement . The female sample was very 
negative and seemed to have real fee ling for the ma l e child. A total 
of 70.4 percent o f their 98.1 percent rejection app eared in the 
"strongly disagree" column. 
lll 
With a 4.3 percent higher agreement, the ''blue collar'' male 
adolescent indicated more positive agreement with statement ll. The 
statement read, "How a child feel s about himself is determined mos tly 
by how others feel about him." No real significant difference can be 
calculated between the two group s except a small percentage difference 
R S to total agreement with the statement . The male adolescents 
res ponded in a positive manner with the idea expressed in statement 
ll by recording 90 . 0 percent of the total sample in the two "agree" 
columns. Even though the female sample had 10 . 2 percent more 
responses in the "strongly agree" column, their combined agreement 
percentage was only 85.7. 
As was the case with statement ll, no significant difference by 
chi-square calculations could be found to statement 12. Both of the 
male and female samples "agreed 11 that "It is just as much the father ' s 
responsibility to help rai se the children as it is the mother's 
responsibility." The female sample recorded more responses in the 
"strongly agree" column than did the male sample, but their total 
responses of a positive nature were almost the same . The female 
adolescents recorded 92.9 percent as agreeing with the statement, and 
92.6 percent of the males were of the same opinion. 
To item 13, a basic negative reaction was recorded by both 
the male and female adolescents. The comb ined percentage of the 
two "di sagree" col umns totaled 90.7 percent for the male sample and 
88.6 percent for the female adolescents . The statement read , "With 
children who are too young to go to school, the old saying that 'chil-
dren should be seen and not heard ' should be applied . " The females 
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scored a higher percentage in t he "strongly disagree' column, but 
it was the male s ampl e that recorded more response s on the negative 
s ide. These differences were signifi cant at the .0 5 level . 
The male s ample favored spanking as contained in statement 14 
by 56.7 percent "agreeing 11 or "strongly agreeing" that, "When young 
c hildren don' t mind, they should be spanked . " Only half of the 
female sample "agreed." The same feminine attitudes to discipline 
were noted in c onnection with statement 6 . No s i gnificant difference 
appears between the samples with this statement , with a difference 
of only 5.3 percent sepa rating the attitudes of the two samples 
toward spanking in the way they agreed to spanking a child who does 
not behave. 
As to the adolescents' attitudes toward language developmen t , 
the female adolescents responded favorably with 89 . 0 percent favoring 
statement 15. The male sample also agreed, but to a lesser degree, 
with 84.8 percent of their number accepting the fact that, "Children 
who have storie s told to them, or read to them, are likely to be more 
advanced in language ability than those who do not, by the time they 
are old enough for school." Both of the adole scent groups seemed aware 
of t he fact that telling stories and reading to children helped to 
foster and advance a child's language development. No significant 
differences appeared in connection with this statement as recorded 
by the two adolescent groups. 
The difference exhibited between the two samples to statement 
16 exceeded the .01 level. With regards to the statemen t, "Chil dren 
learn very l ittle until they are two or three years old, so all t hey 
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need is Lo be kept clean, well fed, and g iven plenty of rest until 
they are two years old , 11 91.8 percent of the female sample "disagreed ," 
as did 82 .3 percent of the ma le sample, In both total percentage 
of disagreement and total percentage recorded in the "strongly disagree" 
co lumn, female adolescents had a higher percentage than males. 
To statement 17, "A child's intelligence is a producL of his 
experiences, not his heredity,n both of the samples "agreed 1' that thi s 
was the case, The total recorded agreement and disagreement between 
the two group s was so similar that no significant difference could be 
found . The male sample recorded 80.7 percent agreeing, with the 
female sample recording 80 . 4 percent, 
A difference of 18.8 percent appeared between the "blue collar" 
male and fe~ale samples in their rejection of statement 18, Of the 
total male sample, 5 , 9 percent rejected the phrase, "When children 
persist in doing something you don't want them to do, the best approa ch 
is to teach them a le sson by giving them a spanking . " The female 
sample registered a 69 . 7 percent disagreement with this statement . 
This general trend of boys favoring spanking and females rejecting it 
'"as pointed out with regards to statements 6 and 14, and i s shown 
again by way of this statement . The difference in attitudes between 
the two adolescent groups was very significant and exceeded the ,001 
level. This difference puts the ma le sample in a category where their 
attitudes are in favor of spanking, whereas , the attitudes of the 
female sample puts them in the nonspanking category. 
To statement 19, "The child's intelligence, when he is old enough 
to enter school, is a product of his heredity, and the kind of 
experiences which he has had between birth and age six will not 
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influence hi s I.Q," the male sample recorded 88 .0 percent as being 
opposed , and the female s were 82 . 5 percent in disagreement. No 
s i gni fi cant differences by chi- square calculations appear with this 
statement . 
To the materi al and findings of statement 20, "It is all right 
for a g irl in kindergarten or first grade to cry when she i.s hurt or 
sad, but a boy should not cry ," the reader should consult Table 11, 
page 10 2 . The female sample recorded 46 . 6 percent in the "strong l y 
disagree" column and 50 . 0 percent in the "disagree 11 column . This 
compared to 69.0 percent in the "disagree" column and only 18.3 
percent recorded in the "strongly di sagree 11 column by the male samp l e . 
The t otal percentage of rejection recorded by both the adolescent 
sampl es was 87.3 percent for the male sample and 96.6 percent fo r the 
female group. The marked difference in attitudes between the two 
disagree col umns , plus the 9 . 3 percent difference in total rejec t ion, 
was the rea son for a chi- s quare difference score of 28 . 99 . This 
greatly exceeds the .001 level on the chi- square probabili t y table . 
To statement 21, "It is more important for a mother t o be a good 
parent than for a father to be a good paren t , " bo th of the samp les 
"disagreed" or "strongly disagreed11 with it . The female sample 
re jected this statement with a combined total of 87 . 8 percent compared 
to 83 . 5 percent rejection for the male samp l e . The female s recorded 
56.8 percen t of their responses i n the "s trongly disagree" col umn, 
with only 37 .5 percent being reco rded in the same column by the male s . 
This type of difference in three of the four columns caused a very 
significant difference between t he samples that exceeded the . 00 1 
level . 
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A significant difference that exceeded the . 01 level was found 
between the samples of statement 22. Both samples rejected the state-
ment, "The most desirable number of children in families of the 
future is two children or fewer per family." A total of 89 . 2 per-
cent of the females "disagreed 11 or "strongly disagreed," with 49.6 
percent of the total ap pearing in the "strongly disagree" column . 
A combined score of 75 .9 percent was recorded by the male sample, with 
the majority of the percentage of it appearing in the "disagree" 
column. It would appear from statement 22 and statement 9 that the 
''blue collar'' adolescen ts are def i nitely opposed to the issue of 
limiting children per family in the fut ure with the female adolescents 
exhibiting somewhat more negative towards the proposal than the male 
sample . It was interesting to note that out of the total sample of 
304 adolescents, only 52 students or 17 . 6 percent "agreed" in any 
way with the proposed issue. 
Statement 23 , ''Telling stories to children, or reading to 
them, is basically a feminine activity and should be done mostly 
by wowen or girls," was rejected by both samples . A total of 94 . 2 
percent of the female sample "disagreed" with i t as compared to 79.7 
percent rejection recorded for the male adolescents . This marked 
difference o+ •otal percentages, plus the factor of degree of rejec-
tion re su lted in a very significant difference in attitudes that 
exceeded the .001 level. Because o f the rejection of this state-
ment, both of the adolescent samples included men and boys in the 
role of telling stories and reading to chi ldren . They did not 
stereo- type t he practice of reading and story telling as being only 
feminine, but masculine a s well . 
The last s tatement in Part III of the questionnaire was 
responded to in a very interesting way by both of the samples. It 
read , "The most desirable number of children in families of the 
future is four to six children per fami ly . " Both samples "agreed 11 
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to the statement with a combined agreement score of 59.9 percent for 
the males and 59.9 percent for the female sample. The total response 
per column, plus the percentages per column , were almost identical , 
so no significant differences appeared between the samples . 
In general , the f i ndings seem to indicate a strong and impor-
tant difference between the attitudes of male and female respondents. 
Females appear to have much more positive attitudes toward child 
rearing practices than is true of males. 
Sesame Street 
The concluding area of examination refers to viewing of the 
t elevision program, "Sesame Street . 11 The items that sampled this 
read as follows, "Do you have a three, four, or five- year old brother 
or sister living in your family?' ' This was answered either "yes 11 o r 
"no" by the adolescent. The last statement asked, "If you have a 
three, four, or five-year old child in your family , do they '•atch 
' Sesame Street?' 11 Five spaces were supplied for them to check the 
answer that pertained to them. These spaces were labeled "never," 
"once a week, 11 "twice a week, 11 "several times a 'iveek , 11 and "everyday." 
Using the sample of 304 adolescents from in t act families of 
the "blue collar" classification, the following data were collected. 
A total of 227 adolescents responded negatively t o the statement 
of having a small brother or sister at home . Only 77 adolescents 
responded with a positive answer, The outcome of these 77 adoles-
cent responses to the item dealing with "Sesame Street 11 appears in 
the following table, 
Table 12 . "Blue collar" adolescent responses to the T.V. program 
11 Sesame Street . " N = 77 
Once a Twice a Several Times 
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Responses Never Week Week a Week Everyday 
Total Response 46 4 4 16 
Percent Response 59 . 7 5,2 5 , 2 9,0 20 . 8 
It may appear from the above table that the best educational chil-
dren's televi sion program to come along in years has relative litt l e 
importance for small children of "blue collar" families , Only sixteen 
adolescents responded that their younger brother or sisters watched 
"Sesame Street" every day . Only 29 .8 percent of the total 77 students 
checked the columns labeled "several times a week" or "everyday . " 
This means that 70.1 percent of the adolescents responded to the 
columns "never," "once a week,rr or "twice a week, 11 with 59 . 7 percent 
of this appearing in the space that was labeled, "never . 11 
It is recognized that a sample of only 77 out of 304 adoles-
cents represents a small number to be indicative of any major trends, 
assumptions, or conclusions to be formulated from this. Kee ping 
this in mind , the computerized data that was run on the original 
sample of 504 adolescents, before it was refined to the "blue collar" 
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(intact family) samp le , was reviewed . Out of the original 50 4 adoles-
cent sample, 134 of them checked that they had either a t hree , four , 
or f i ve year old brother or sis t e r living in their home. See Tabl e 
13. 
Table 11. Adolescent re sponses to the T . V. program ''Sesame Stre e t . '' 
N ~ 134 
Several 
Once a Twi ce a Times a 
Response s Never Week Week Week Everyday 
To t al Res ponse 67 13 17 30 
Percent Response 50.0 10 . 0 5 . 1 12.6 22. 3 
Usi ng this t o tal s ample, 34 . 9 percent of the adolescents recorded r e-
s ponses in the two columns labeled " seve ral times a week 11 and " every-
day,'' with 22 .3 percent of this total app earing in t he ''everyday'' 
column. Half of the sampl e of 134 adolescents c hec ked t he "neve r " 
column, giving 50.0 percent of the total that were not informed a s 
t o the benefits that could be ga ined from the televisi on program or 
indicating that it was not viewed by the younge r members of their 
family. When the percen tages are added up in the 11 never, " " once a 
week," and "twice a \Veek" co lumns, 65 . 1 percent of t he adolescents 
placed t heir responses in this area. Us ing this larger samp le 
increa sed t he percentage in the '' severa l t imes a week'' and ''everyday'' 
columns by 5 . 1 percen t over t he percent recorded in the same co lumns 
by the "blue collar" adolescents, but the same basic re s ponse s appear 
in both s amples . It would appear, from both exampl es , tha t the 
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children in this area where the questionnaire was administered, are 
missing out on some very fine benefits that could be gained in an 
educational nature if they had the opp ortunity of viewing ''Sesame 
Street.'' This may either indicate that more publicity and public 
information should be given about the benefits of the tel evision 
program, or it may indicate that the adolescents in this study are 
poorly informed as to what their younger brothers and sisters really 
do at home while they are at school. The reader should keep in mind 
that the study was conducted in a geographical area where "Sesame 
Street" could be received by all viewers and where coverage of this 
pLogram was broadcast twice a day. 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, DISCUSSION AND 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE STUDIES 
The basic purpose of this thesis was twofold. This study was 
conducted to sample , record, and report the findings pertaining to 
the attitudes of adolescents from a "blue collar 11 environment as 
they express themselves concerning how they feel toward the employ-
ment of women and to basic child rearing practices. The second pur-
pose of this thesis was to conduct a parallel study of a study done 
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in 1966 by Ann Leigh Adams. She sampled the attitudes of rural 
adolescents regarding the employment of women. To this subject of the 
employment of women, a comparison was made between the "blue collar" 
sample and the rural adolescent sample to see if there were any 
basic differences in attitudes of adolescents to this subject . 
The questions devised by Ann Leigh Adams were used as part of 
the questionnaire given to the "blue collar" adolescents. Several 
additional statements were added and used in refining the total sample 
to a sample tha t was made up of only adolescents from intact families 
where the father's job or occupation placed him in a "blue collar" 
job classification. An additional section was added to the que::;;tion-
naire consisting of 24 statemen t s, all of which were re lated to some 
phase of basic child rearing practices . Two questions were also 
added to the questionnaire to supply information concerning the 
viewing of and adolescent information about, the television program 
entitled "Sesame Stre et . 11 
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The questionnaire was administered to 504 sophomore and seni or 
adolescents who at t ended the Kearns LDS Seminary at Kearns , Utah. 
This total sample wa s then refined unt il only those adolescents 
from intact families of a 11 blue collar" background were included. 
The sample t hen consisted of 304 adolescents, of which 151 were 
seni or s and 153 were sophomores . 
All information from the 304 ques ti onnaires was analyzed by a 
computer with rega rd s to the f ollowing areas: male versus fema le 
responses ; s enior versus sophomore responses; employment status of 
the mo ther, adolescents with employed mothers versus adolescen ts whose 
mo thers were nonemp loyed; and total responses recorded by the total 
s ampl e . All of these categorie s applied to the findi ngs pertaining to 
the "blue collar 11 sample, plus the compari son that was made be tween t he 
"blue co llar" sampl e and the rural sample with regards t o how they 
viewed the various as pects of t he employment of women . With regards 
to the por ti on dealing with child rear ing practices, only the factors 
of total re s ponse, age, and sex o f the adolescents were used. 
The mathema tical computations that were used in com par i ng "b l ue 
col lar r! with r ural adolescents, or male against female , etc . , we re by 
chi- square calculation . 
All fi nd i ngs and compari sons ap pea r in a seri es of 13 table s that 
are found in th is thesis. All signi fic an t di fferences and chi-square 
data appear in these tables . 
The hypotheses that we r e used in thi s study were as follows: 
l . Attitudes toward the employmen t of women will be i nflu-
enced by the age and sex of the a do lescents of the "blue collar" f amily. 
2. Attitudes of the adolescent will be influenced by the 
occupation and employment history of the mother . 
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3 . Attitudes of the adolescents from the 11 blue collar" environ-
ment will be different from those of adolescents in a rural setting . 
It should be noted that no hypotheses were formulated for the aspect 
of child rearing practices. These hypotheses deal only with the sub-
ject of the employment of women . All three of the hypotheses were 
supported by the findings. 
The findings did support the fact that the age and sex of the 
adolescent does have a bearing on the way he views the employment of 
women. The senior adolescents were more positive toward the employ-
ment of women than were the sophomores. The female sample was also 
more supportive of the role of the working mother than was the male 
sample . 
Adolescents who came from a home where the mother was employed 
were more willing to agree with the employment of women than were 
those adolescents who came from homes where the mother was not 
employed . 
When it came to the hypothesis dealing with "blue col l ar" adoles-
cents ' attitudes being different from those of the rural adolescents, 
the findings showed that their attitudes were somewhat similar, but 
that rural adolescent s were more s upportive of the employmen t of the 
mother , or of women in general. 
The data used in the child rea ring section of the questionnaire 
were compared with regards to total response, male against female and 
seniors against sophomores. From this comp ari son, it was learned 
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that as a whole, the "blue collar" adolescents have some real insight 
into this subject. To most of the 24 statements dealing with chil d 
rearing practices, their responses were quite favorable when it came 
to the needs of children. The senior and female samples scored higher 
than the sophomore and male samples to most of the statements , with 
the greatest diff erence in degree of res ponse, negative or positive, 
coming in t he sex difference of the adolescent . The females clearly 
had more positive feelings regarding child care than did the male 
sample. 
Concl us ion 
The attitudes and feelings of adolescents tend to be similar 
to those held by their peers, but with some important excep tions to 
this generalization . Factors such as age, sex, and environment appear 
to be among tho se forces which influence the individual responses of 
adolescents . Of these, the most powerful infLuence on adolescent 
attitudes and feelings regarding employment of mothers and some child 
care practices is the fact of being a male or a female. 
Discussion 
This study has disclosed some very interes ting findings . How-
ever, the data, tables, and results conta i ned the re in, do not show or 
expla in the total situation. 
When significant differences appear between groups in the sample, 
with re spect to the age of the adolescent , the da ta does not disclose 
the main reasons for the difference, just the fac t that there are some 
differences. As a high school s tudent progresses through school and 
enters the labor fo rce, his buying power is greatly increased . More 
seniors work than do members of the sophomore class. Seniors also 
buy more of their own clothes, drive the ir own cars, pay for their 
own dating expenses and entertainment, than do the sophomore stu-
dents. This buying power and the produc ts and experiences that can 
be acquired with money may be the underlying causes of the main 
difference as to the subject of age of the adolesc~nt. 
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The ma tte r of parental and cultural upbringing may also be the 
factor or factors that contribute to the difference s associated with 
the sex of the adolescent . The goals , outlooks , and social value 
systems that are placed by society , and the heads of the family are 
certa inly different for males as compared to the females of our 
socie ty. The difference i n upbringing, transferred values, and 
genera l outlook of parent s toward s a daugh ter, as compared to a son , 
may have been t he contributing reason s tha t the sex of the adoles-
cents did produce significant di fferences . 
Th i s is not merely an issue of just the sex of the adolescent, 
because once th is is used, it automatically br i ngs into bearing the 
background , value system, parental goals , and social ou tl ooks that have 
helped to mo ld a boy i nto something different than a girl and vi ce 
versa. A female should view, with different attitudes , something that 
relates to t he female sex differently than an issue that ha s no real 
bearing to a male, except for the fact tha t it samples his attitudes . 
The factor of 11 what's in it for me,n may have attributed to the differ-
ences . The girls may have looked at the issue as a very personal one 
beca use it perta i ned to them sex wise , wherea s , the males may have 
tended to view the questions asked as related to just the op pos i te sex . 
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Another interesting matter should be stated at this time, This 
relates to the wording of some of the questions in the questionnaire . 
This is best illustrated with respect to questions 4 and 7 of part 
III of the que s tionna ire (see Appendix A). These questions both relate 
to the topic of toys and what is their best function with regards to 
a child . 
To these questions and others, the students seemed to respond 
to leads that they saw in the questions. They would agree to the 
statement that, "The best kind of toy to select for a child is one 
'ivhich will provide entertainment for him," and then would turn around 
and agree that the best kind of toy was one that would provide oppor-
tunity for dis covery and learning. 
The s tud ents may have responded t o these two questions on the 
basis of trying to please, or recording what they thought was '"an ted, 
instead of recording their actual attitudes . Their true attitudes 
to these questions may not have been tapped because of their desire 
to please. 
With the increase of more and more mothers entering the working 
force, and more and more hus bands sharing in the household duties and 
child rearing practices, this study has pointed out the need for educa-
tion for the male student with respect to child rearing pract ice s . 
Most girls spend a lot of time tending small children. Their role 
as a female and the early jobs as baby sitters , give them a practical 
knowledge and experience of working with and knowing about small 
children . Most males are far removed from this practice and knowledge 
and therefore, lack some very important information with respect to the 
developmental stages of a child and to child rearing practices. 
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If the male is to be effective as a part-time mother substitute 
and hou sekeeper, he should have the opportunity of selecting a good 
child development class at the high school l evel. It is also felt 
t hat if a boy is required to take specific classes for graduation 
that are not of hi s selection , why not require a class that will help 
him become a better father and husband tu his wife? If the basic unit 
of the American way of li f e is the family, a required class of this 
nature for ma le and female high school students might be beneficial 
t o the American society. 
Suggestions f or Future Studies 
l. Conduct a study with adolescents of a more specific and 
detailed fashion related to chi l d rea ring practices wh ich would con tain 
statement s deali ng with toilet t raining, the use of pacifiers, breast 
feeding versus bottle feeding , cause and effect of parental discipline, 
etc. 
2. Formulate and administer a study that would have as its main 
goal , the purpose of establishi ng and putt i ng real mean ing on a 
required class in child development for all high school students . 
3. Conduct a study that centers on t he concept of the self image 
of c hildren at the various age categories. How doe s the sel f image of 
a c hild change as he gets older, or does it change? What a r e the main 
factors that alter the self image of a child. 
4. A study should be done of a masculine nature on some phase 
of c hild development that would give r eal insigh t and comparison 
between the value of hmv a male child or adolescent views a s ituation 
as compared t o the views of attitudes of his father . 
5. Conduct a study dealing with male children liv ing in a 
home where there is no male person with whom they can identify. 
The purpose of this s tudy would be to find ways in which the mo ther 
could foster and help her male children develop the male role even 
TOvhere there is an absence of a male in the home . 
6 . Attempt to standardize a questi.ouualre on child rearing 
practices . 
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ATTITUDES TOWARD EMPLOYMENT OF WOMEN 
Part I. General Information 
Please place an X in front of the correct response . 
SEX Male 
___ Female 
SCHOO L STATUS ___ Senior 
___ Sophomore 
MY FATHER AND MOTHER ARE Living together 
---Separated 
---Divorced 
---One parent deceased 
Both parents deceased 
l. Is your mother curren tly employed outside the home ___ Yes 
___ No 
2 . If your mother works outside of the home, is she working 
Fu 11- time 
==Part- time 
3 . If your mother works outside the home, what t ype of work does 
your mother do? --------------------------
4 . How many years has your mother worke d outside the home ? 
Full-time 
___ Part- time 
5. Have you held a full or part- time job during the summer? ___ Yes 
___ No 
6 . Are you currently holding a full- time or part- time job? ___ Ye s 
___ No 
7 . Where doe s your father work? ___________________ __ 
8 . What type of work does your father do at his place of employment? 
9 . In my f amily, I am the Oldest child 
---Youngest child 
==Inbetween 
CHECK OKLY ONE ANSWER: 
10. Compared to other families I know, I t hink my family is hap pier 
than most other families . 
___ Strongly Agree 
___ Agree 
___ Disagree 
___ Strongly Disagree 
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11. The kind of discipline my parents use in our home is about the 
way I would like it to be. 
12. 
___ Disagree Strongly Agree 
Agree 
_____ Strongly Disagree 
Please fill in the following blanks with the appropriate number. 
(Example: If there are 5 brothers and sisters living at your 
home, place a I! 5" in the "brothers and sisters" space.) 
Living in the home where live are : 
Father Mother ___ Grandmother ___ Grandfather 
___ Stepfather ___ Stepmother ___ Brothers and Sisters 
___ Other Family Members 
Part II. 
"We are in a period of social change. Established ways of doing 
things are being challenged by some and defended by others. One 
of the changes taking place in our society is that more women are 
employed outside the home than has been true in the past ." We 
are i nterested in your mm feelings about this and would like you 
to respond to the following sta t ement s . (Place an X by the 
ap prop riate answer.) 
1. It is all right for a woman to work after completing her education 
and before marriage . 
___ Strongly Agree 
___ Agree 
___ Disagree 
___ Strongly Disagree 
2 . It is all right for a woman to work after marriage and before the 
arrival of the first child. 
___ Strongly Agree 
___ Agree 
___ Disagree 
___ Strongly Disagree 
3 . It is all right for a woman with preschool children to work outside 
the home . 
___ St rongly Agree 
___ Agree 
___ Disagree 
___ Strong ly Disagree 
4. It is all right for a woman with school age children (six to twelve 
years) to work outside the home. 
___ Strongly Agree 
___ Agree 
___ Disagree 
___ Strong l y Disagree 
5 . It is all righ t for a woman with children in junior or senior 
high school to work outside the home, 
_____ Strongly Agree 
____ Agree 
____ Disagree 
____ Strongly Disagree 
6 . It is all right for a mo ther whose children are grown and have 
left the home to work outside the home, 
____ Strongly Agree 
____ Agree 
____ Disagree 
____ Strongly Disagree 
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7 , If there are financial difficulties in the f amily t hen the woman 
should go to work. 
____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
____ Di sagree 
____ Strongly Disagree 
8 . A woman should be able to work if she wants t o do so . 
_____ Strongly Agree 
____ Agree 
____ Di sagree 
_____ St rongly Disagree 
9. A woman who has professional training should be able to work when 
her services are needed . 
____ Strongly Agree 
____ Ag r ee 
_____ Disagree 
____ Strong ly Disagree 
10 . One of the ways a woman help s the fam il y i s by wo rking outside the 
home. 
_____ Strongly Agree 
____ Agree 
____ Di sagree 
____ Strongly Disagree 
11 . There are often times when a woman should work so that her family 
can have the th i ngs they need. 
_____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
_____ Di sagree 
____ Strongly Dis agree 
12 . A woman ought to be able to work if she feels i t is persona l l y 
satis f yi ng . 
____ Strongly Agree 
____ Agree 
____ Disagree 
____ Strongly Disagree 
13 . If the r e is a shortage of trai ned peop le i n the communi t y s uch as 
nurses and teachers, a \Voman who ha s t he needed training ha s a 
r esponsib il ity to go to work . 
____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
____ Di s ag ree 
____ Strongly Dis agree 
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14. To be employed is one of the ways a woman can "take care" of her 
family , 
_____ Strongly Agree 
___ Agree 
Par t III Child rearing Practices 
_ __ Disagree 
___ Strong ly Disagree 
Attitudes toward children are important . Too often , we have 
seemed to care only about how adults feel about this topic. 
This time, we would like you to help us learn how teenagers 
feel, and we would like to request that you check one of the 
blanks for each question, indicating the strength of your 
agreement or disagreement . Please be sure to MARK ONLY ONE 
BLANK FOR EACH QUESTION. Be sure you read and understand the 
que s tion before you check your answer. 
l , The major benefit of storie s for preschool children is the 
entertainment which it provides for them. 
_____ Strongly Agree 
___ Agree 
Disagree 
_____ Strongly Disagree 
2 , Until a child is 5 years old, he is too young to be influenced 
or hur t by such things as scold ing, shaming, not being liked , or 
neglected . 
____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
Disagree 
=====Strongly Disagree 
3 . The intelligence of a child when he is old enough to en ter school 
is about as much a product of the kind of experiences he has had 
between birth and age 6 as it is a product of his heredity . 
____ Strongly Agree 
____ Agree 
_____ Disagree 
___ Strongly Disagree 
4, The best kind of toy to select for a child is one which will 
provide entertainment for him. 
____ Strongly Agree 
____ Agree 
Di sagree 
Strongly Disagree 
5 . Children s hould be taken to a doctor periodically for examination 
even though there are no eviden t signs of illness . 
6, When children persist in doing something you don ' t want them to do, 
the best approach is to guide them into another activity . 
___ Strongly Agree 
____ Agree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
7 , The best kind of toy to select for a child is one which will 
provide opportunities for discovery and l earning. 
_____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
_____ Disagree 
_____ Strongl y Disagree 
8, Children deve lop language skills by being talked to and having 
someone listen to them. 
_____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
_____ Disagree 
_____ Strongly Disagree 
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9 . It is important that there shall not be more than 2 children per 
family in the future, 
_____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
_____ Disagree 
_____ Strongly Disagree 
10. It is all right for a 2 year old girl to cry when she is hurt or 
sad, but a boy s hou ld not cry. 
ll. 
_____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
How a child feels about 
others fe el about him. 
_____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
_____ Disagree 
_____ Strongly Disagree 
himself is determined mostly by how 
_____ Disagr ee 
_____ Strongly Disagree 
12, It is just as much the father 's responsibility to help raise the 
children as it is the mo ther's responsibility . 
_____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
_____ Disagree 
_____ Strongly Disagree 
13 . With children who are too young to go to school, the old saying 
that "children s hould be seen and not heard" should be applied, 
_____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
______ Disagree 
______ Strongly Disagree 
14 . When young children don't mind , they should be s panked. 
_____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
_____ Di sagree 
_____ Strongly Disagree 
15 . Children who have s tories t o ld to them, or read to them , are 
likely to be more advanced in language ability than those who 
do not, by t he Lime they are o l d enough for school . 
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Disagree 
_____ Strongly Disagree 
16. Children learn very little until they are 2 or 3 years old, so 
all they need is to be kept clean, well fed, and given plenty 
of rest until they are 2 years old. 
_____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
17. A child's intelligence is a product of his experience, not his 
heredity. 
_____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
_____ Disagree 
_____ Strongly Disagree 
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18 . When children persist in doing something you don't want them to do, 
the best approach is to teach them a lesson by giving them a 
spanking. 
_____ St rongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
Disagree 
_____ Strongly Disagree 
19. The child ' s intelligence, when he is old enough to enter school, 
is a product of his heredity, and the kind of experience which 
he has had between birth and age 6 will not influence his I.Q. 
_____ Strong ly Agree 
_____ Agree 
_____ Disagree 
_____ Strongly Disagree 
20 . It is all right for a girl in kindergarten or first grade to cry 
when she is hurt or sad, but a boy should not cry . 
_____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
_____ Disagree 
_____ Strongly Disagree 
21 . It is more important for a mother to be a good parent t han for a 
father to be a good parent. 
_____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
22. The most desirable number of ch i ldren in families of the future is 
2 children or fewer per family . 
_____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
_____ Disagree 
_____ Strongly Disagree 
23. Telling stories to children, or reading to them, is basically a 
feminine activity and should be done mostly by women or girls. 
_____ Strongly Agree 
_____ Agree 
_____ Disagree 
_____ Strongly Disagree 
24. The most des irable number of children in fam i lies of the future 
is 4 to 6 children per family. 
_____ Strongly Disagree Disagree 
_____ Ag r ee Strongly Disagree 
Do you have a 3, 4, or 5 year old brother or sister living in your 
family? 
___ Yes 
___ No 
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If you have a 3, 4, or 5 year old child in your family, do they watch 
"Sesame Street?" 
Never 
Twice a week 
Once a week 
---Several times a week 
_____ Everyda-y--
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